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COVER IMAGE: Virginia Land-Office Military Warrant #1507 issued to John Rodden (Junior), 
for 200 acres of bounty land for his service in the Virginia Line of the Continental Army. From the 
Office of the Kentucky Secretary of State. 


SPECIAL THANKS are due Bobby J. Pierson, his aunt Estelle Rodden, Megan K. Smith and 
Jerry Goldsmith for their help in solving the puzzle of what had become of the children of 
William and Mary (Williamson) Rodden. And solving that puzzle was the key to correctly 
determining what had happened to the other grandsons of Benjamin and Keziah (Williamson) 
Rodden. 


PUBLIC DOMAIN: This document is hereby placed in the public domain, hoping that doing so 
will help other researchers to discover clues that can help to solve their own family mysteries. 
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Chapter 1: Essex County, Virginia Colony 


Introduction 


The primary purpose of this book is to rebut a Rodden lineage given by Paul G. Rodden in his 
book Carry Me Back... The Story of the Roddens, Rawdens, Rodens and Allied Families (1980), 
as illustrated in Chart 1 on page 52: 


On page 51 of his book, Paul G. Rodden tells us: 


“JOHN RODDEN, as war came, was also married, a land owner, probably also a 
slave owner, and a father. This third JOHN of record, son of JOHN and Susanna, 
and grandson of John and Sarah, had married Mary Jackson...” 


It is important to know that at no point did he provide any sources to support the assertions in 
the above statement. There is no record that John had ever owned any slaves. The only clearly 
factual information found in the above is that: 
1. There was a Susanna Williamson who had married a John Rodden, 
2. John Rodden had a wife named Mary, for whom there is no evidence of her maiden 
name. There is a clear record that she had been the widow of William Williamson before 
marrying John Rodden. 
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Purpose 


Why am | publishing this book? Years ago, | had been impressed by Paul G. Rodden’s book, so 
recently in my spare time | had been attempting to locate primary source records that 
documented his research. But! quickly found that such sources suggested that the pre-1800 
lineage of Chart 1 was very clearly not correct. 


My interpretation of the facts is that: 
1. Homer Rodden and his wife Elizabeth were our immigrant ancestors. 
2. The John Roddens in Generations 2 & 3 of Chart 1, who married Susanna Williamson 
and Mary “Jackson,” respectively, were the same man: Susanna was his first wife and 
Mary, whose maiden name is unknown, was his last. In fact, step-siblings Benjamin 
Rodden (John’s son) and Keziah Williamson (Mary’s daughter) married around the same 
time that they did! 


This book will show the correct lineage to have been: 
1. Homer Rodden, d. Nov 1716, m. Elizabeth (MNU) 
a. John Rodden, Senior, b. no later than 1717. 

John married first Susanna Williamson prior to the 7 Aug 1742 will of her father 

John Williamson. 
i. John Rodden, Junior b. about 1750, d. After 1780. He married Phebe 

Byrom.’ 

ii. Elizabeth Rodden, b. about 1753. She married Ezekiel Byrom.” 

iii. Benjamin Rodden, b. about 1756. He married Keziah Williamson in 
Essex County, Virginia in Mar 1777. 

iV. Ambrose Rodden, b. about 1764. 

V. Rachel Rodden, b. about 1766. She married Reuben Davis in Essex 
County, Virginia in 1784. 

John married second Mary, the widow of William Williamson. 

vi. Lewis Rodden, b. 20 Jun 1779, died after 1858 in Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina. He married first Hannah Williams [Williamson?, if so then 
likely a grandniece of Susanna] on 9 Sep 1802 in Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina. He married second Hannah W. Robinson on 20 Feb 
1850 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 

vii. Rosanna Rodden, b. 1787. She married Thomas Blanchard in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina on 8 Sep 1805. 


t Descendants of Henry Byrom of Virginia by Mark Bennett Byron III (1956), page 27. 
2 Some Descendants of Ezekial Byrom of Southfarnham Parish, Essex County, Virginia (1790) by Henry 
Harbin Byrom (1940, revised 1942), page 12. 
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Further, the relationship of John Rodden’s wives was as follows: 
1. John Williamson, d. 1744 in Essex County, Virginia. 
a. Susanna Williamson, m. John Rodden, Senior. 
i. Benjamin Rodden, b. 1756. 
b. William Williamson, d. Mar 1775, m. Mary. 
i. Keziah Williamson, b. 1759 in Essex County, Virginia. 


Benjamin Rodden married Keziah Williamon in March 1777. Thus, Susanna (Williamson) 
Rodden was Mary (MNU) Williamson Rodden’s sister-in-law. Susanna’s niece and son (Keziah 
Williamson and Benjamin Rodden, respectively) married shortly after the death of William 
Williamson. William’s widow married John Rodden about the same time, since their son Lewis 
was born a short time later. 


Next we'll learn what dozens of primary source records, most of which are documented in a 
series of timelines found in Appendix 1, tell us about our Rodden ancestors. 
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Homer Rodden 


Homer Rodden died in late 1716, but in 1748 John Rodden created a power of attorney, where it 
states he was the eldest and only son of Homer Rodden. The wording didn’t make it clear about 
whether he had any sisters, and the lack of early marriage records doesn’t help in that regard. 


Homer Rodden and James Douglass, both of Scotland, boarded the Globe, with Mr. Simpson as 
Master, on 3 Dec 1698. They were to sail from Liverpool, England to Virginia Colony. The two 
men had agreed to be indentured to Mr. Neilson for a term of four years in exchange for their 
passage. 


After Homer died in late 1716, the most valuable possessions in his estate were his smithing 
tools, suggesting his likely trade. After completing his indenture, he was given a grant of 50 
acres in 1706. No record was found that such a property was ever patented by him and 
subsequently sold, so it may be that he had sold the grant to someone else, or these 
transactions took place outside of Essex County, Virginia. Typically, such land would have 
been located along the frontier, which at that time would likely have been upstream along the 
Rappahannock River in the vicinity of Fredericksburg. 


In 1705 several indentured servants were imported into Virginia by Jonathan Fisher, including 
Sarah Radon and John Rodon, whom Paul G. Rodden mistakenly believed to be our immigrant 
ancestors. This could have been husband and wife, brother and sister or that either and/or both 
had no relation at all to either each other, or to Homer Rodden. There is no further record of 
either of them in Essex County, so any speculation of their connection to our Roddens of 
interest is completely unfounded. 


There are some extant ships passenger lists from Liverpool to Virginia from the time that Homer 
left up until 1707, yet no such record for John Rodon exists. It could be that he was sent out on 
a ship whose passenger list has not survived. An equal possibility is that he left from a different 
port. If they had both left from the same port, it would slightly increase the odds that they were 
related. Lacking such clues, speculating that Homer and John were kin has no foundation in 
fact. 


When Homer Rodden died in late 1716, he left his wife Elizabeth surviving him. No further 
record of her was found after his estate was settled, but the fact that John Rodden survived and 
prospered suggests that she likely survived Homer by several years. 


No John Rodden shows up in any later records of Essex County until 1742, when John Rodden 
was mentioned in the will of his father-in-law, John Williamson. 


In 1748, John Rodden recorded a power of attorney to allow Ninian Boog to go to England and 
recover any sums that he might be due, as “eldest and only son and heir” of Homer Rodden, as 
part of the estate of unknown relatives. That establishes that the only John Rodden found in 
Essex County records prior to then was born no later than 1717 (if his mother was pregnant with 
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him when his father died). The fact that there must have been news from England to precipitate 
such an inquiry suggests that his mother had survived to that time, or that other relatives were 
living at that time in Essex County who had known Homer’s kin in Scotland. 


In 1706, Homer Rodden, Junior witnessed a deed in Essex County which, provided that this 
was not a transcription error in the original ledger, is very curious. It implies that there were two 
Homer Roddens living there then. Was he the brother of the above John Rodden, but had died 
prior to 1748? Was he the Homer Rodden who died in 1716, implying that his father was also in 
Virginia in 1706? The latter seems unlikely, given the 1748 journey by Boog to claim any 
inheritance due either to Homer or his only son. The point would seem to be moot, as all the 
Roddens found in records of Essex County from this point on were descended from John 
Rodden, Senior. 


Nothing is known of Homer’s age, but at age 14 he would have been legally able to accept an 
apprenticeship. His indenture was over in early 1703, possibly at age 18. Which would make 
sense for why he did not receive his land grant until 1706, if that was when he had turned 21 
and thus would have been deemed to be of age. It’s not terribly likely that he would have been 
able to have married until he had set up a household, so he likely married around 1708 or so, 
meaning he probably wasn’t married for more than eight years, and quite possibly for less time, 
before his death. Thus his son John would have married no sooner than the late 1720s, and 
possibly as late as the mid- to late-1730s. 
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John Rodden’s Will & His Children 


In Oct 1788, John Rodden (generation 3 in Paul G. Rodden’s chart) wrote his will, and it was 
proved in court in Feb 1789. It names his wife, Mary, his son Lewis, who was to inherit the bulk 
of his estate, and he left one shilling sterling to his children Ambrose, John (his heirs), Benjamin, 
Elizabeth Byrom and Rachel Davis. After the death of his wife, he willed that all of his personal 
estate be equally divided between his son Lewis and Rosey, his youngest daughter - the 
children of his wife Mary. 


What we don’t know from the will is when each of his children was born, though direct evidence 
will be provided later that showed that Benjamin Rodden was born about 1750. 


We find John Rodden, Junior first mentioned in a 1771 deed, though it seems he had purchased 
the property in 1769, where the deed does not include the suffix of Junior. If he came of age by 
1769, then he was born by 1748. 


We know from the Revolutionary War Application of Benjamin Rodden’s wife, Keziah Williamson 
(Susanna’s niece by her brother William), that in 1843, she gave her age as 94 and thus was 
born in 1749. It’s a bit more likely that she was three years younger than her husband, which 
would put her year of birth around 1752. 


Elizabeth Rodden was the wife of Ezekiel Byrom, whose first deed purchase was in 1771. 
Presuming that Elizabeth was his first wife and had married at age 18, that implies that she was 
born by 1753. 


So the oldest of John Rodden’s children was born by 1748. 
Ambrose Rodden first appears in court records in 1785, suggesting that he was born by 1764. 


Rachel Davis married Reuben Davis, who is first found in the 1784 tax list for Essex County. 
That suggests that she was born by 1766. 


So, the two middle children were born around 1764-1766. 


Lewis and Rosey were both minors when John Rodden’s will was written. We will learn that they 
both had married in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina in 1802 and 1805, respectively. That 
means that Lewis was born by 1781, and that Rosey (Rosanna) was born by 1787, just before 
her father died. 


We know that this is the correct Lewis Rodden, because there is a deed in 1799 where he sold 
his father’s Essex County, Virginia property while residing in Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina. And in the 1800 Census there is the household of Mary “Rodan,” John’s widow. 


The Roddens of Essex County, Virginia Colony and Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina by Steve Malone Page 6 


John Rodden’s Wives 


In voter lists from 1748 through 1770, only one John Roddin is found casting votes in the local 
election of burgesses. In fact, he is the only Roddin found in records during that time, and 
apparently the only Rodden found in records after the death of Homer Rodden. It is only in 
1771, when John Rodden, Junior appears in a deed with his wife Phoebe (Byrom), that there is 
clear evidence of two contemporary John Roddens in records of Essex County, Virginia. 


We have already noted that John Rodden’s children are grouped in three clusters: 
1. The three oldest were born circa 1746-1753, 
2. The middle two were born circa 1764-1766, and 
3. The youngest two were born circa 1781-1787. 


Mary, the Widow of William Williamson 


In Paul G. Rodden’s chart, the generation 3 John Rodden’s wife was Mary Jackson, the mother 
of all his children. But there is evidence that casts considerable doubt about the veracity of this 
claim. It is also worth noting that no evidence of her surname was given by him, nor was it found 
in my research. Indeed, there were no Jacksons in deed records in Essex County after 1720, 
making it very unlikely that there were any Jackson brides there in the period when Paul G. 
Rodden’s John Rodden of Generation 3 would have married. An 1816 Rodden deed in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina involves one of Benjamin Rodden’s sons, Jackson, and his 
wife, Mary (Corum). It is likely that someone inferred that it was a deed involving John Rodden, 
Senior’s widow, but never looked at the deed to verify who was involved in the transaction. And 
thus, a factoid? is born!: 


_ Rodden et a} | 


Rodden 


Me James (Costen)Casten 
d ~Rodden- etal | = Jackson | Agmt Wm Cowan (Eat) ot al 
et al 
Rodden et al ___ | Jackson en Alexander N F Porter 
(Jacob) 


In 1793, Mary Rodden filed a suit in court in Essex County, where it clearly states that she was 
formerly Mary Williamson. This Mary Rodden, four years after John Rodden’s death, was clearly 
the mother of John’s two youngest children. Is there any evidence that might suggest when she 
and John had married? 


In 1775, William Williamson’s will was probated. It named his wife Mary and children “Kezia” 
(who would later be Benjamin Rodden’s wife), Godfrey, Judith, Peggy and Mary. In 1778, John 


3 An inaccurate statement believed to be true based upon broad repetition. 
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Rodden [Senior] was made guardian of the two youngest daughters, Peggy and Mary. Is it mere 
coincidence that Lewis Rodden was then born in 1781? Very unlikely. John likely married 
William’s widow in 1778, around the time of being awarded the guardianship of her two 
youngest daughters. This well-reasoned speculation is verified in an 1853 application for 
bounty land made by the widow of Upton Rodden (Benjamin’s son), where Lewis Rodden 
testified that he was Upton’s half-uncle. Thus, Lewis Rodden and Benjamin Rodden were very 
clearly half-brothers. There is absolutely no doubt that John Rodden, Senior, had at least two 
wives.* 


Mary was only the mother of John Rodden’s two youngest children. But she was also Benjamin 
Rodden’s mother-in-law and the sister-in-law of John’s first wife! 


Susanna Williamson 


We know that Susanna was alive in 1761, when Susanna Roden and John Roden witnessed 
the will of her brother, Thomas Williamson. No other records exist after that time to hint at the 
identity of John Rodden’s wife, until Mary shows up in the late 1770s. 


The gap of nearly a decade between John Rodden’s third and fourth children make it less likely 
that Susanna was the mother of Ambrose and Rachel. But, with no facts to directly disprove the 
relationship, I’ve chosen to leave her as their mother. It’s at least equally likely that there were 
other children who did not survive childhood, which would explain the gap in the ages of John’s 
adult children. 


A Minor Mystery 


The one unresolved minor mystery in the timeline found in Appendix 1 is the appearance of 
Stephen Rodden in the 1791 Essex County tax list, and Vincent Rodden at court in Essex 
County in 1792. Stephen appears in subsequent tax records from 1793 to 1804. Since Vincent 
was only found once and never paid taxes, my suspicion is that Stephen and Vincent were the 
same man. If he had recently come of age, then the only two possibilities were that 1) he could 
only have been a son of John Rodden, Junior, or 2) he was completely unrelated to our 
Roddens. He eventually served in the War of 1812. No other trace of him was found. 


An equal mystery is the presence of Caty Rodden, the former Widow Mahony, in 1794. It 
seems likely that she had married Stephen soon after her husband’s death (who was likely 
Peter Mahony), as he is the only Rodden found in tax records at that time. Some may 
speculate that she might have been the wife of Ambrose Rodden, but he had not appeared in 
public records in Essex County since 1788. 


4 For details, see Appendix 1: Chapter 4: Timelines: Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
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Summary 


The John Roddens in generations 2 and 3 John Roddens of Paul G. Rodden’s pedigree chart 
were clearly the same person - one man with at least two wives. 


The 1748 power of attorney states that John Rodden was the only son of Homer Rodden. There 
is no record of any other Roddens living in Essex County, Virginia until 1771, when John 
Rodden, Junior is found on a deed record. 


Thus, the correct ancestral lineage for the Roddens in Essex County is: 
1. Homer Rodden m. Elizabeth 
a. John Rodden, Senior 
m. first Susanna Williamson 
m. last Mary, the widow of William Williamson. 


Only John Rodden’s five children by his first marriage attained adulthood while living in Essex 
County, Virginia. His two younger children aren’t found in public records until they show up in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 


The timelines in Appendix 1 provide a detailed view of the lives of the children of John Rodden, 
Senior. They can be summarized as follow: 
1. John Rodden, Junior was definitely first found in records in a 1771 deed, but it is very 
likely it was he in a 1769 deed for the same property. The last clear record of him in 
Essex County was in 1775. 
2. Ezekiel Byrom, who married Elizabeth Rodden in Essex County, first shows up in 1771 
and is last found there in 1789. 
3. Benjamin Rodden is known to have married in Essex County in 1777 and is last found in 
records there in 1790. 
4. Reuben Davis, who married Rachel Rodden in Essex County, doesn’t show up in 
records until 1784 and is last found there in 1791. 
5. Ambrose Rodden appears briefly in records, from 1785 to 1788. No further record of 
him was found in locations where his siblings and nephews are found. 


John Rodden, Junior’s widow is found in records of Greensville County, Virginia from 1782, and 
later moved to Halifax County, Virginia, where she first shows up in records in 1795. Her family 
will be covered in Chapter 3. 


Brothers-in-law Ezekiel Byrom, Benjamin Rodden and Reuben Davis sold out within a couple of 
years of each other from 1789 to 1791, and they subsequently appear in records of 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. The first record of any Rodden there was Jacob Rodden’s 
marriage in 1795. These men will all be covered in Chapter 4. 


Next, let’s take a look at the participation of our Roddens in the Revolutionary War. 
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“When solving problems, 
dig at the roots 


instead of just hacking at the leaves.” 


- Anthony J. D’Angelo 
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Chapter 2: The Revolutionary War 


Preservation of Revolutionary War records for Virginia was not a priority in the early years after 
the War had ended. It was not until many decades later that efforts were made to gather as 
many records from local, state and national sources as were known to exist, in an attempt to 
approximate a reasonably full account of the services of the men and women from Virginia who 
took part in the war. Thus, the following brief accounts likely fail to give us a complete picture of 
the participation of the Roddens in overthrowing British rule. 


John Rodden, Junior 


On 4 Jan 1780, John had enlisted in the Virginia Continental Line as a matross (a matross helps 
the gunner in loading, firing and sponging their cannon) under the command of Colonel Charles 
Harrison’s 1st Artillery, and that he continued in service until 5 Aug 1783.° On the cover of this 
book is the image of a military land warrant for 200 acres issued to John Rodden for his service 
during the War. It shows it was issued on 6 Aug 1780 [sic: this cannot be correct, as the first 
warrants were not issued until 1782]. 


Another record shows that in March 1782 was listed as a private in the Detachment of Artillery 
commanded by Captain Lieutenant Booker.® 


John Rodden, Senior? 


In Revolutionary War Records of Virginia, there are two John Roddens listed.’ One is a soldier 
in the artillery (who was clearly John Rodden, Junior) and the other a soldier/private in the 
infantry. The latter is named on an 1828 list of soldiers who had yet to claim bounty land for 
their service. John Rodden, Senior was around 60 years old at the start of the War, so it’s 
unlikely that he had served the requisite three years to qualify for bounty land. On the other 
hand, he had recently fathered the first of his two children by his second wife... 


Keziah (Williamson) Rodden 


In May 1777, the State of Virginia made counties responsible for supporting indigent wives, 
children and aged parents of Continental and State Line troops. Benjamin’s family took 
advantage of this provision on at least one occasion. At court held on 19 Mar 1781 at 
Tappahannock, the following motion was passed:® 


5 https://revwarapps.org/VAS4284.padf, accessed 30 Jan 2023. 
ê United States Revolutionary War Rolls, NARA Series M246, Roll 116, Continental Troops, Jacket 21. 


7 Revolutionary War Records of Virginia by Gaius Marcus Brumbaugh (1936). Listed for bounty land on 
pages 190 and 490, and for War service on pages 264 and 266. 

8 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 29, page 500, FHL Microfilm #007856407, image 417 of 
473. 
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“Keziah, the wife of Benjamin Rodden, a soldier in the Continental Army is 
allowed four Barrels of Corn and two hundred pounds of nett [likely meaning 
butchered] pork for herself and three Childrens support for one year from the first 
of last month which is Ordered to be Certified.” 


Benjamin Rodden, Senior 


Keziah’s war rations show that Benjamin had served in the Virginia Continental Line at least as 
early as February 1781, when less than a month later he was drafted into service again. Why 
this happened is unknown, but perhaps his unit had been dispersed in battle shortly before then. 


This new service began about 65 miles to the southwest of Essex County, when Benjamin 
Rodden was recorded on a “size roll” compiled at Chesterfield Courthouse. The roll recorded 
physical features of each draftee, which would be used to determine whether anyone later 
deserted. In addition to his physical description, it tells us his occupation and place of birth, 
leaving no doubt that this was our Benjamin Rodden:° 


“Benj. Rodden, age 31, height 5’ 7”, light-brown hair, grey eyes, fair complexion, 
shoe maker, born and residing in Essex County where he was drafted for 18 
months on 10 Apr 1781 and was sized the following day.”’° 


Lewis Rodden, in support of his half-sister-in-law’s Revolutionary War widow’s pension 
application, gave a detailed account of his personal recollection of the service of his half-brother, 
Benjamin Rodden, Senior (minor punctuation has been added for clarity, and details related to 
Benjamin's war service are underlined): 


“State of North Carolina, Mecklenburg County 


“Personally appeared before me, George C. Cathy, an acting justice of the 
peace in and for the County of Mecklenburg, State of North Carolina, authorized 
by law to administer oaths, Lewis Roddon and, after being duly sworn according 
to law, declareth that he was born in Essex County in the State of Virginia on the 
Rappahannock River and that Captain Benjamin Rodden was his half-brother. 
And that he, Lewis Rodden, is now 82 years old and distinctly recollects to have 
heard Benjamin Rodden say that he was in the Revolutionary War for 2 or 3 
years, part of the time a Captain & the other part a Commissary of Issues. That 
while he remained in Essex County State of Virginia he always heard his 
half-brother Benjamin Rodden called Captain and heard him say he was in 
service in or near Cannady and that he was at Gloucester Virginia when 


Cornwallis surrendered. All the time he was in service was in the troops from 
Virginia State. He further declares that his half-brother married Kisiah 


9 


https://revwarapps.org/b81.pdf, accessed 31 Jan 2023. 
10 httos://revwarapps.org/r8272.pdf, accessed 31 Jan 2023. 
1 httos://revwarapps.org/rnc1.pdf, accessed 30 Jan 2023. Original transcription by Will Graves. 


The Roddens of Essex County, Virginia Colony and Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina by Steve Malone Page 12 


Williamson and raised a large family of children, of whom two as he believes are 
now living (viz.) Gabriel Rodden and Judy Hanks. That his brother Benjamin 
Rodden left Virginia and moved to Mecklenburg County, State of North Carolina 
about 1788 or 1789 [sic: after Sep 1790]. That his brother died some 50 years 
ago & left a widow who afterwards married a Revolutionary Soldier by the name 
of Mathew Pitman. That as he believes she died 2 or 3 years ago and he is 
certain that Gabriel Rodden is the son of the said Captain Benjamin Rodden 
and his wife Kisiah Rodden (alias) Pittman and he further declares that his 


brother Benjamin Rodden frequently showed him his sword or cutlass that he 
carried in the war and also a bayonet that he used in said war. To show when 
they, Benjamin Rodden & Kisiah Williamson, were married he declares that he 
heard the said Kisiah say when the British invaded the State of Virginia that she 


picked up her 2 children and put out to a place of safety. He also states that he 
had 2 other half brothers who served in said war, but believes not in the same 


Regiment with Benjamin Rodden. Sworn to & subscribed before me this 18th 
day of February 1856 


“S/ G. C. Cathey, JP 
S/ Lewis Rodden, X his mark” 


Susanna had two children by early 1779, and her next oldest surviving child was born after the 
War. With Benjamin being drafted in the Spring of 1781 at Chesterfield Courthouse (located 
southwest of Richmond), that may have been the “place of safety” where she and her sons had 
gone after the British invasion. 


Gloucester, Virginia is just across the York River from Yorktown. It’s not clear where Cannady 
was located. 


Lewis had come of age at around the time of his half-brother’s death, so the above account 
should be very credible. However, a bounty land warrant was issued to Corporal Benjamin 
Rodden of the infantry.” 


The timing of his being drafted coincided with the start of the campaign of Major General 
Marquis de Lafayette, which culminated at Yorktown later that summer, where Lord Cornwallis 
capitulated. The fighting stopped, though it would be a while longer before peace was declared 
and the United States of America was recognized as an independent country. 


12 Revolutionary War Records: Virginia by Gaius Marcus Brumbaugh (1936), page 263. 
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Matthew Pitman 


In 1856, Gabriel Rodden provided the following deposition in support of his mother’s application 
for a Revolutionary War widow’s pension based upon the service of Matthew Pitman. 
Underlining has been added to highlight the passages related to Matthew’s war experiences. 
General Green was Nathanael Greene, Commander of the southern campaign of the 
Revolutionary War (minor punctuation, and text in square brackets [ ], has been added to 
improve clarity):*° 


“State of North Carolina, County of Mecklenburg 


“Personally appeared before me, George C. Cathy an acting Captain justice of 
the peace duly authorized by law to administer oaths in and for the County of 
Mecklenburg State of North Carolina, Gabriel Rodden who, after being sworn 
according to law, makes the following declaration. That he is the son of Kisiah 
Pittman who was married to a revolutionary soldier by the name of Mathew 
Pittman who was a soldier of the Revolutionary war. That said Mathew Pittman 
and his wife Kisiah were married about __ years ago. That [it] has frequently 
[been] heard, said Mathew Pittman say he was in said war 2 or 3 years and at 
the battle at Guilford Court House. He said he was wounded and left for dead 


his general officer was General [Nathanael] Greene. Said Gabriel Rodden 
declares that he examined said wounds, that they were severe and one on the 


back of his head was such that it would have hid a boys arm. Where the wound 
was he had several cuts which were severe. Said Mathew Pittman died about 35 


or 40 years ago and left his wife Kisiah a widow, who died 25th day of October 
1853 in the State of Alabama, having moved from Mecklenburg County, State of 
North Carolina some years since. Said Gabriel Rodden is now & has been for 
50 years or more a resident of Mecklenburg County, State of North Carolina. He, 
Gabriel Rodden, makes this declaration that he may obtain what was due his 
mother at her death from the department. Sworn to and subscribed this 18th day 
of February 1856. 


“S/ G. C. Cathey, JP 
S/ Gabriel Rodden” 


That Matthew Pittman was still able to guide two of Keziah’s sons through 
apprenticeships (as will be discussed later) after such horrific wounds is a testament to 
the healing power of the human body, and his own personal fortitude and tenacity. 


13 httos://revwarapps.org/rnc1.paf, accessed 30 Jan 2023. Original transcription by Will Graves. 
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Chapter 3: The Widow of John Rodden, Junior 


John’s wife was Phoebe Byrom, the daughter of James and Elizabeth Byrom, and sister of 
Ezekiel Byrom (who had married John’s sister Elizabeth).’* Since John Rodden, Junior’s widow 
and children followed a different path than his other siblings, he will be briefly dealt with 
separately in this chapter. Doing so simply helps to establish whether John’s widow had 
ventured to Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, as has been claimed by others. Spoiler alert: 
no evidence was found to support that claim, though there are also insufficient facts to refute it. 
In fact, there is a ten year gap in Phoebe’s records, from when she was last seen in Greenville 
County, Virginia in 1785, and when she appears in Halifax County, Virginia in 1795. She may 
well have spent all or part of that time in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, leaving around 
the time when Jacob Rodden married there (he will be discussed in more detail in Chapter 4). 


It seems that after John’s death it may have been necessary to split up the household. We've 
already seen evidence of a likely son (Stephen) who stayed behind in Essex County, Virginia (or 
had possibly returned there with his mother after 1785), and the first Rodden to appear in 
records of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina (Jacob) was likely also his son (no other son of 
John Rodden, Senior was old enough to have had a son born by 1774). Evidence of additional 
sons is found in tax records living near their mother, Phoebe, which will be discussed in this 
chapter. 


A letter from J. W. Rodden of Rodden, Virginia to Mrs. Dora Rodden Mougin of Rodden, Illinois 
postmarked 19 Feb 1894 tells us:*° 


“..My father’s name is John H. Rodden. His father was James Rodden. His 
father was John Rodden and his father was John Rodden [, Junior]. 


My grandfather had a brother Abner that left and moved to Georgia. | think his 
children, boys, were named John, James and Davie. | think my grandfather’s 
father had two sons named Upton and Fed though I am not certain as to their 
names. 


My forefathers moved from Essex County (Va.) to Halifax [(Va.)]. The original 
family | think came from England. | get the above from my father who is living - 
aged 82 years...” 


[Rodden, Illinois is a village in Jo Daviess County. Dora was the granddaughter of William 
Rodden, an immigrant from Northern Ireland. Her grandfather made his first land entry there on 
7 Apr 1847.*° With 150 years between his arrival in America and Homer Rodden’s, any blood 
relationship between the two lines would have been very distant, and fairly unlikely.] 


14 Descendants of Henry Byrom of Virginia by Mark Bennett Byron III (1956), page 53. 
15 Carry Me Back... The Story of the Roddens, Rawdens, Rodens and Allied Families by Paul G. Rodden 
(1980), page 42. 
16 Illinois, Secretary of State, Public Domain Land Tract Sales Database, accessed 28 Dec 2022. 
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The above account is fairly confusing to follow, so the stated relationships are mapped out 
below: 
1. John Rodden, [Senior], “father’s father’s father’s father.” 
a. John Rodden, [Junior], “grandfather’s father.” Husband of Phoebe Byrom. 
i. James [Wilson] Rodden, “grandfather.” Born about 1774. 
1. John H. Rodden, “father.” Born 1812 (80 years old in 1892). 
a. J. W. Rodden, narrator. 
ii. Abner Rodden, “grandfather’s brother.” Born about 1769. 
1. John Rodden. Born 1794. 
2. James Rodden. Born 1800. 
3. Davie Rodden. 
iii. | Upton Rodden, child of “grandfather's father.” 
iv. Fed Rodden, child of “grandfather’s father.” 


John Rodden, Junior was the husband of Phoebe Byrom. Phoebe is found in tax records of 
Greensville County, Virginia in 1782, 1783 and 1785, along with her son, Abner in 1785, who 
was under age at the time (possibly as young as 16 years old). 


Abner Rodden married Mary Agnes Brandon on 22 Nov 1790 in Halifax County, Virginia. Also 
found in tax records of Halifax County, Virginia are: James Rodden in 1793 and annually from 
1796 to 1802; Phoebe Rodden in 1795, 1797 and 1798; and John Rodden in 1796 only. James 
returned in 1806 and was found on lists from 1809 onward. He married Nancy Hall there in 
1812. John may have been either Upton or Fed. There is no evidence that he survived after 
1796. 


The Chapter 3 Timelines found in Appendix 1 provide additional details of the Roddens in 
Greensville County and Halifax County, Virginia. 


There are no records to show that Phoebe had returned to Essex County after 1785, but that is 
plausible if she intended to migrate with the others to North Carolina. It would also explain 
Stephen Rodden’s presence there, and he seems to fit well as her second oldest son. 


The earliest tax records in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina begin in 1797, so there is no 
easy way to determine if Phoebe had moved there during this time period. Jacob Rodden was 
married there in 1795, meaning he was born around 1774. As established in Chapter 1, only 
John Rodden, Junior was married by then. That means that he had to have been his son, as 
the next of John Rodden, Senior’s sons to marry, Benjamin, left a will which did not mention 
Jacob. So it seems plausible that a detour to Mecklenburg County and/or Essex County in the 
late 1780s to early to mid-1790s might explain the gap in records between when Phoebe’s 
family was in Greensville County, Virginia and when she shows up in records of Halifax County, 
Virginia. 
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Abner Rodden 


Abner Rodden moved to York County, South Carolina in 1802 and left there after 1815. From 
there he moved to Jasper County, Georgia, where he died in Sep 1821, leaving a will that 
identified all of his heirs. No other Roddens followed him to either York County or Jasper 
County. His three sons match what J. W. Rodden told us. The heirs identified in his will were: 


1. 


oe NM 


Son-in-law Thomas Fletcher, 
Son-in-law Joseph Horsley, 
Son-in-law John Byrom, 
James Rodden, 

John Rodden, and 

David Rodden. 


James Roddin 


James Roddin remained in Halifax County, Virginia until his death in July 1855. His will identified 
his wife Nancy and the following children: 


1. 


a O e O N 


Henry E. Roddin, 

William S. Roddin, 

James W. Roddin, 

John H. Roddin (father of J. W. Rodden), 

Parthena W. Roddin, the wife of Pleasant Franklin, 
Rosa G. (Roddin) Shepard (apparently widowed), and 
Margaret B. Roddin. 


Next, we'll deal with the Roddens who migrated to Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
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“Preserve your memories, 
Keep them well, 
What you forget, 


You can never retell.” 


- Louisa May Alcott 
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Chapter 4: Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 


This chapter, together with what was learned in Chapter 3, will identify most of the grandchildren 
of John Rodden, Senior by his two wives. Those grandchildren will be shown to have been: 


By Susanna Williamson: 
1. John Rodden, Junior, b. 1746. He married Phoebe Bryom. 
a. Abner Rodden, b. 1767. 
b. Stephen Vincent Rodden, b. 1770. 
c. James Wilson Rodden, b. 1774. 
d. Jacob Rodden, b. 1780. 
e. Catherine Rodden, b. 1781. 
f. John Rodden, b. 1781. 
g. Upton Rodden? 
h. Fed Rodden? 
2. Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1753. She married Ezekiel Bryom. 
William Byrom, b. 1766. 
b. Reuben Byrom, b. 1770. 
c. John Byrom, b. 1771. 
d. Henry Byrom, b. 1778. 
e. James Byrom, b. 1788. 
f. Elizabeth Byrom. 
3. Benjamin Rodden, Senior, b. 1750. He married Keziah Williamson. 
a. Upton Rodden, b. 1778. 
b. William Rodden, b. 1779. 
c. Tamsen Rodden, b. 1786. 
d. Jackson Rodden, b. 1786. 
e 
f 


v 


. Benjamin Rodden, Junior, b. 1789. 
Judah Rodden, b. 1793. 
. Gabriel Rodden, b. 1796. 
4. Ambrose Rodden, b. 1764. 
5. Rachel Rodden, b. 1766. She married Reuben Davis. 


John’s grandchildren by his second wife are continued on the next page. 
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By Mary, the widow of William Williamson: 
6. Lewis Rodden, b. 1781. He married Hannah Williams[son?]. 
a. Thomas W. Rodden, b. 1803. 

Andrew Rodden, b. 1805. 
John Rodden, b. 1814. 
Margaret C. Rodden, b. 1816. 
Mary Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1818. 
Hannah Minton Rodden, b. 1819. 
James Lewis Rodden, b. 1820. 
Adaline Rodden, b. 1823. 
Ellen Jane Rodden, b. 1824. 

j- William Grier Rodden, b. 1825. 
7. Rosanna Rodden, b. 1784. 
William Newton Blanchard, b. 1812. 
Mary Blanchard, b. 1814. 
Caroline Blanchard, b. 1818. 
Tamsen Mariah Blanchard, b. 1820. 
Thomas L. Blanchard, b. 1822. 
Rosanna Blanchard, b. 1824. 
Matilda Cook Blanchard, b. 1828. 
James George Blanchard, b. 1829. 
John Blanchard, b. 1839. 


“~se*oao05 


v 


“re mp2pop 


Further details of the individuals above, who have not been covered earlier, will be covered in 
this chapter and in Chapter 5. Chapter 5 will deal with those who migrated west, while this 
chapter will deal with those who remained in North Carolina well after the others had moved 


away. 
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Arrival in North Carolina 


The clearest evidence of any of the Roddens arriving in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina is 
found in an affidavit made in 1856 by Lewis Rodden in support of a Revolutionary War widow’s 
pension application made by the heirs of Hugh and Mary Parks. In it, he states that he moved 
there at age 12 and that for six years he had lived with Hugh Parks.*’ Lewis’ marriage in 1802 
suggests he was born in 1781, and his 1850 Census record says he was born in 1780. So, 
Lewis Rodden arrived around 1792 or 1793. And 1792 was when Lewis’ stepsister, Mary 
Williamson got married to Edmond Griggs, implying that Benjamin Rodden and his two 
youngest children, plus Mary’s children by her first marriage, likely all arrived there by that time. 


Why Lewis lived with Hugh Parks is a mystery, though the maiden name of Hugh’s wife was 
Davis. She may have been related to Reuben Davis, the husband of Rachel Rodden. Or, had 
One or more Roddens served under Parks during the war? Hugh had been an officer during the 
Revolutionary War and owned a 500-acre property in Mecklenburg County, and several slaves. 


In another affidavit the same year by Lewis Rodden (cited earlier), he states that Benjamin 
Rodden arrived in Mecklenburg County around 1788 or 1789. Benjamin did not sell his property 
in Essex County, Virginia until late 1790, suggesting his actual date of arrival was between late 
1790 and 1792. 


Further record of the Roddens in Mecklenburg County is not found until 1797, when the first 
extant tax lists are available. Benjamin Rodden wrote his will the following year and purchased 
land the year after that, dying soon after. 


John Rodden, Junior’s widow, Phoebe, left Greensville County, Virginia in 1783, and no record 
of her is found until 1795, when she settled in Halifax County, Virginia. That was the same year 
that Jacob Rodden married in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, possibly suggesting that 
she had migrated there with other family members, and left there after her son got married. 


In the narrative that follows, after briefly discussing Jacob Rodden, the facts surrounding the 
widow of John Rodden, Senior will be established. Then will be the facts for his sons, Lewis 
and Benjamin (and Benjamin’s sons Gabriel and Upton), followed by those of the husbands of 
his daughters Elizabeth, Rachel and Rosanna. The primary objective is to establish when each 
of these people arrived in Mecklenburg County, and when they are last found in records there. 
The latter will suggest that they either died or had moved away soon after. In Chapter 5 the 
focus will be on the three sons and two daughters of Benjamin Rodden, Senior who migrated 
westward. 


Y httos://revwarapps.org/t7967.pdf, accessed 30 Jan 2023. 
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Jacob Rodden 


The first record of the Roddens in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina was in 1795, with Jacob 
Rodden’s marriage to Jane Griffith. In 1799, he paid the taxes on Benjamin Rodden’s estate, 
suggesting they had been living quite close together. He is found in tax lists until 1810. His 
Census record in 1810 showed that he had a son and a daughter born by 1800, and three 
daughters born after that time. 


Jacob served in the Tennessee Militia in the War of 1812, for which he was granted a pension of 
$4 per month in 1815. He died later that year, suggesting that wounds or diseases contracted 


during his time in the militia led to his demise. 


Nothing is Known of what became of his family after his death. 
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Mary, Widow of John Rodden, Senior 


We've already learned that Mary had the following children by her first marriage to William 
Williamson: 
1. Godfrey Williamson, b. 1768. 
Keziah Williamson, b. 1769. 
Mary Williamson, b. 1775. 
Judith Williamson. 
Peggy Williamson. 


ot ae. ye 


Nothing is known of the fate of the latter two children. 


Keziah’s children will be discussed later, in the section about her husband, Benjamin Rodden, 
Senior. 


Mary “Rodan,” the widow of John Rodden, Senior, was enumerated in the 1800 Census for 
Mecklenburg County. In the adjoining household was Mrs. Griggs, who was her daughter Mary 
Williamson, who had married Edmond Griggs there in 1792. Her marriage is the earliest 
primary source record of the Williamsons or Roddens in Mecklenburg County.’® After Edmond’s 
death, she married Noah Woodruff there on 15 Oct 1800. She died not long after that, as Noah 
married Nancy Cook in 1802. 


Godfrey Williamson was clearly the most prolific of Mary’s children. His family and that of his 
sister Mary are detailed in Chapter 6, which deals with the Williamson pedigree. 


18 No record of the marriage of her daughters Judith or Peggy was found. 
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Lewis Rodden 


John Rodden, Senior’s youngest son Lewis lived the longest of all of his children, and remained 
in Mecklenburg County his entire life. He married his first wife, Hannah Williams or Williamson, 
on 7 Sep 1802. She died on 31 Oct 1843. Lewis then married Hannah W. Robinson on 20 Feb 
1850. They had three children together, per the 1860 Census. In Apr 1858, A. F. Sadler was 
appointed administrator of Lewis’ estate, meaning that he had likely died during that month.*° 


In 1856, Lewis Rodden gave an affidavit for a failed Revolutionary War pension application for 
his mother, related to the service of her second husband, Matthew Pitman.” It provides 
important details about his relationship to his siblings. He states that his half-brother was 
Benjamin Rodden, who left Essex County, Virginia around 1788 or 1789 for Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina. Lewis stated that he was born on the Rappahannock River in Essex 
County, Virginia. He also stated that he had two other half-brothers who served during the War. 
One was definitely John Rodden, Junior. Was the other Ambrose Rodden, or was it James 
Rodden, as speculated by Paul G. Rodden? Ambrose would likely have served very near the 
end of the War, as records indicate he was likely born by 1764. No other record of James 
Rodden was found. 


Of all the Roddens found in early records of Mecklenburg County after around 1835 or so, only 
Lewis Rodden, Upton Rodden and Gabriel Rodden remained there, while the others migrated 
west. And Gabriel married very late, in 1842, so all of his kids can be clearly identified in 
post-1850 Census records. That means that potentially all of the other Roddens found in 
marriage records there between about 1830 and 1850 were the children of either Lewis Rodden 
or Upton Rodden. Since there is little direct proof of many of their children, that fact can help to 
infer which family particular individuals likely belonged in. 


There is direct proof of Lewis’ children who were living with him in 1850, or with his widow in 
1860. And there is direct proof of his oldest son and two of his daughters. Such proof is lacking 
for his other children, but there are enough clues to reasonably infer who they all were. Which 
is why he is being examined before we get to the families of the children of his half-brother 
Benjamin. Starting with what you know, or at the very least are reasonably certain of, can help 
make better sense of those other individuals for whom there are fewer clues to work with. 


Adaline Rodden was living with Lewis Rodden in 1850, so she was clearly his daughter. She 
had married Mathew A. Robison in 1842, who was also the bondsman just three years earlier to 
the marriages of James Rodden and William Rodden. 


Also found in Lewis’ 1850 Census household was William Rodden, b. 1840 and Lucy Rodden, 
b. 1848. According to Paul G. Rodden, William Robert Rodden, who in the 1860 Census was 


19 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, Minutes of the Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions, 
Volume VI: 1851-1860 by Herman W. Ferguson (2004), page 230, from Book 11, page 87. 
20 httos://revwarapps.org/rnc1.pdf, accessed 30 Jan 2023. 
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born in 1839, was the son of Andrew Rodden.” That implies that in 1850 William was living 
with his grandfather and that Andrew Rodden was Lewis’ son. It also implies that Andrew had 
died prior to 1850. Andrew had married twice. His first marriage was to Harriet Judith Rodden 
in 1835, who must have been the daughter of Upton Rodden. His second marriage was to Miss 
Cynthia Beaty in 1841, one of a few Beaty family connections to the children of Lewis Rodden. 
Andrew’s 1840 Census record states that he was born between 1800 and 1810. 


A marriage notice in the Charlotte Journal proves that Hannah Minton Rodden was the daughter 
of Lewis Rodden.” She and her husband David W. A. Berryhill migrated away from 
Mecklenburg County. They went first to McDowell County, North Carolina (where Lewis’ sister 
Rosanna also moved), and later to Cocke County, Tennessee. 


An identical migration path was chosen by Margaret C. Rodden, b. 1816, and her husband 
George Wiley Suggs. It’s typical for sibling pairs/groups to migrate together, which suggests 
that Margaret was also Lewis’ daughter. His composite Census household shows that he had 
three daughters whose age ranges were compatible with her year of birth. 


In 1824, Lewis was taxed for 125 acres of land. Listed immediately after him was Thomas 
Rodden, who only paid the poll tax. The 1850 Census for Mecklenburg County shows that 
Thomas was born 1802 in North Carolina. That fits with Lewis’ 1802 marriage and there are two 
compatible sons found in Lewis’ 1810 through 1830 Census records (the other matches to 
Andrew). On 11 Jan 1834, just three months prior to Thomas’ marriage to Celina Beaty, 
Thomas Rodden purchased all of Nathan Beaty’s interest in the undivided interest of the lands 
along Mallard Creek of Isabella Stevens (quite possibly Nathan’s wife - he had married the 
apparent widow Isabella Beaty in 1801). Waller |. Baty and Wm. Boyles were witnesses.” 


The witness to the above deed, William Boyles (likely a Justice of the Peace for his 
neighborhood), also played a role in other family transactions. He posted bonds for both of 
Andrew Rodden’s marriages in 1835 and 1841, further bolstering the likelihood that Andrew was 
Lewis’ son. 


In yet another Beaty connection, William Boyles also posted the bond for the marriage of John 
Rodden in 1842, who was born in 1814. He and his wife, Mildredge Beaty, were living next door 
to Lewis Rodden in the 1850 Census. 


As noted earlier, Lewis’ son-in-law Mathew A. Robison posted the bond for William Grier 
Rodden’s marriage to Hannah Rebecca Rodden in 1847. And in the 1850 Census, William was 
living next door to Lewis Rodden, where it states that he was born in 1825. The inference that 
he was Lewis’ son is bolstered by the composite Census households of Upton and Lewis 


21 Carry Me Back... The Story of the Roddens, Rawdens, Rodens and Allied Families by Paul G. Rodden 
(1980), page 108. 

22 Carry Me Back... The Story of the Roddens, Rawdens, Rodens and Allied Families by Paul G. Rodden 
(1980), page 106. No information given about publication issue number or date. 

23 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 23, 1816-1840, page 353, FHL microfilm 
#007548135, image 183 of 563. 
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Rodden. Upton’s Census households show two sons born 1825-1830, while Lewis’ had only 
one. There are three possibilities for who these men were: Matthew, James Jackson and 
William Grier Rodden. As we will see later, there is clear, direct proof that the first two were 
Upton’s sons, thus William had to have been Lewis’ son. 


In 1846, Lewis Rodden sold part of his Paw Creek property to John Rodden, with James L. 
Rodden as one of the witnesses. John Rodden was also a bondsman for Lewis’ second 
marriage in 1850, as was Thomas Love. 


Thomas Love had married Elizabeth Rodden (b. 1818) in 1836. The fact that he helped post 
the bond for Lewis’ second marriage infers that she was Lewis’ daughter. 


James L. Rodden, born 1820, married the widow Margaret (Rea) Berryhill in 1847. Matthew A. 
Robison posted the bond, as he had for the marriages of Adeline Rodden and William Rodden. 
And he was a witness to the deed between Lewis Rodden and his son John. It would seem that 
James was also Lewis’ son. 


That leaves just Ellen Jane Rodden, who married James J. Rodden in 1847. There is no direct 
match for her in Upton’s household. She, too, would seem to be the child of Lewis Rodden. 


Having discovered that Lewis Rodden’s children had married Beatys, it is worth pointing out the 
significance of the 1834 deed between Thomas Rodden and Nathan Beaty. First, it implies that 
Thomas’ wife Celina (born 1814) was Nathan’s daughter. It also suggests that Mildredge Beaty 
(born 1822), wife of John Rodden, and Cynthia Beaty (born 1823), second wife of Andrew 
Rodden, were also his daughters. 


Analysis of Lewis Rodden’s Census households reveal that he had at least thirteen children by 
his first wife, two of whom appear to have died before reaching adulthood. The preceding 
analysis has identified ten of those thirteen children. 
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Lewis Rodden’s proven children by Hannah Williamson: 

1. Thomas W. Rodden, b. 1803. He married Celina Margaret Beaty on 8 Apr 1834 (bond 
by Allen H. Brown). 

2. Andrew Rodden, b. 1800-1810. He married first Harriet Judith Rodden on 26 Jan 
1835, and married second Miss Cynthia Beaty on 2 Jun 1841 (both bonds by William 
Boyles). 

3. John Rodden, 1814. He married Mildredge Beaty on 1 Mar 1842 (bond by William 
Boyles). 

4. Margaret C. Rodden, b. 1816. She married George Wiley Suggs on 24 May 1836 
(bond by Darias Folsom). 

5. Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1818. She married Thomas Love on 8 Mar 1836 (bond by 
Andrew B. Dunn). 

6. Minton Hannah Rodden, b. 1819. She married David W. A. Berryhill on 26 Sep 1839 
(bond by John Reid). 

7. James Lewis Rodden, b. 1820. He married Mrs. Margaret E. (Rea) Berryhill on 28 
Jan 1847 (bond by Mathew A. Robinson). 

8. Adaline Rodden, b. 1823. She married Mathew A. Robinson on 13 Apr 1842 (bond by 
William A. Brown). 

9. Ellen Jane Rodden, b. 1824. She married James Jackson Rodden on 10 Jun 1847 
(bond by Pinkney Berryhill). 

10. William Grier Rodden, b. 1825. He married Hannah Rebecca Rodden on 18 Mar 
1847 (bond by Mathew A. Robinson). 


Lewis Rodden’s proven children by Hannah Robinson: 
11. Martha Elizabeth “Mattie” Rodden, b. 1852. She married James Henry Dixon on 12 


Oct 1874. 

12. Franklin Alexander Rodden, b. 1855. He married Sarah Autry Sanford on 9 Sep 
1882. 

13. Frances A. “Fannie” Rodden, b. 1857. She married John W. Robinson on 30 Sep 
1881. 


On the next page is the composite Census household for Lewis Rodden, which shows how the 
ages of the above children match his 1810-1840 Census records. 
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Census Analysis: Lewis Rodden 


LRO1 | 1803- | 1803- | 1803- Thomas W. Rodden, b. 1803. He married 
1810 | 1805 | 1810 Celina Margaret Beatty in 1834. 
LRO2 | 1803- | 1803- | 1803- Andrew Rodden, b. 1804. He married 
1810 | 1805 | 1810 Harriet Judith Rodden’ in 1835. 
LRO3 | 1803- | 1805- 
1810 | 1810 
LRO4 1805- | 1800- 
1810 | 1810 
LRO5 1810- | 1815- | 1810- | John Rodden, b. 1814. He married Milly 
1820 | 1820 | 1820 | Beaty in 1842. 
LRO6 1810 |1815- | 1820- | James L. Rodden, b. 1820. He married Mrs. 
1820 | 1820 | 1825 | Margaret (Rea) Berryhill in 1847. 
LRO7 1825- | 1825- | William Grier Rodden, b. 1825. He married 
1830 | 1830 | Hannah Rebecca Rodden*™ in 1847. 


LROS8 1825- Died young. 
1830 
1810 | 1820 | 1830 | 1840 | DAUGHTERS 


LRO1 | 1800- Female, probably died young. 
1810 


LRO2 1810- | 1815- Margaret C. Rodden, b. 1816. She married 
1820 | 1820 George Wiley Suggs in 1836 
LRO3 1810- | 1815- Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1818. She married 
1820 | 1820 Thomas Love in 1836. 
LRO4 1810- | 1815- Minton Hannah Rodden, b. 1819. She 
1820 | 1820 married David W. A. Berryhill in 1839. 
LRO5 1820- | 1820- | Adaline Rodden, b. 1823, m. Mathew A. 
1825 | 1825 | Robison in 1842. 
LRO6 1820- | 1820- | Ellen Jane Rodden, b. 1824, m. James J. 
1825 | 1825 | Rodden’ in 1847. 


* = Child of Upton Rodden. 
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Benjamin Rodden, Senior 


Keziah’s widow’s pension application states that they were married in Mar 1777, though that is 
contradicted by facts given by her son William. He was born 5 Feb 1779 and stated that he had 
an older brother (Upton) who was two years five months older than him (b. Sep 1776). If Keziah 
had married in March, then the year of her marriage was more likely 1775. 


Benjamin Rodden died in Mecklenburg County, likely in late 1799 or early 1800, leaving a will 
that named all of his children: 

Upton Rodden, 

Billy Rodden, 

Tamsey Rodden, 

Jackson Rodden, 

Benjamin Rodden, 

Gabriel Rodden, and 

Judy Rodden. 


A OO S ON e 


Benjamin’s daughter Tamsen married Jonathan Baker in 1801, and his daughter Judy, married 
Abraham Hanks in 1825. 


In 1799 Benjamin Rodden had purchased a 180-acre property, which his estate sold to his 
brother-in-law Godfrey Williamson in 1805. The deed was witnessed by Jonathan Baker. 


In 1800, Benjamin’s widow Keziah was enumerated as “Widow Rodin.” The household included 
five sons and two daughters, consistent with all of the children named in her husband’s will. 


Keziah’s sons married as follows: 

1. William Rodden married in 1805 to Polly Williamson. 
Upton Rodden married in 1806 to Rachel Pitman. 
Benjamin Rodden married in 1807 to Betsy Williamson. 
Jackson Rodden married in 1810 to Mary Corum. 
Gabriel Rodden married in 1842 to Caroline Cook. 


PN 


William and Benjamin Rodden married daughters of their uncle, Godfrey Williamson, who are 
identified in his 1836 will. Upton Rodden married his step-sibling, his mother’s stepdaughter by 
her second marriage. 


Gabriel and Upton Rodden remained in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. Upton’s widow 
Rachel is found in the 1850 Census living with their daughter Susan, b. 1832. 


Keziah’s Revolutionary War widow’s pension application makes it clear what become of her 
three other sons who migrated west: 
1. William Rodden was living in Jackson County, Alabama in 1853. He is also found there 
in the 1840 Census. 
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2. Benjamin Rodden, Junior was living in Marion County, Tennessee in 1844. He is 
found in the 1850 Census for Jackson County, Alabama (the two counties abut each 
other at the Tennessee state border). 

3. Jackson Rodden was living in Marion County, Tennessee in 1843. 


Keziah’s daughter Judah also ended up in Marion County, Tennessee briefly (her husband was 
enumerated there in the 1840 Census) before moving to Jackson County, Illinois, which is 
where some children of Jackson Rodden and William Rodden also ended up (at least for a 
while). 


A biographical account of Jonathan Baker, the wife of Keziah’s daughter Tamsen Rodden 
provides direct evidence of his family’s migration westward to Tennessee and then Illinois. It 
also attempts (not completely successfully) to name all of their children and where they ended 
up (mostly in Southern Illinois). The train sort of comes off the rails in the last part of the 
account below, but that will be discussed later, in Chapter 5:74 


“Jonathan Baker, great-grandfather of him whose name [Carl Baker, MD] 
initiates this review, was a native of North Carolina, whence he removed, with his 
family to Tennessee. Among his children were : George, who died unmarried; 
Abel, who passed his declining years in Williamson county, Illinois, where he 
died at the patriarchal age of ninety years; Benjamin J., who died at Paragould, 
Arkansas; Jonathan Aaron was the grandfather of Dr. Carl, of this notice ; 
Jacob D. is the father of B, of Marion, Illinois ; Rachel became the wife of 
Ezekiel Clark and passed away in Williamson county ; Ann married Louis 
Cross and died near Chester, Illinois; and Casander became the wife of William 
Rodden and passed her life in Missouri.” 


Jonathan Baker was enumerated in Benton County, Tennessee in the 1840 Census, which is 
where he had moved to after leaving North Carolina. 


The sons of Benjamin Rodden, Senior who migrated west will be detailed further in Chapter 5. 
Those who remained behind - Gabriel and Upton - are covered next. 


24 History of Southern Illinois by George Washington Smith (1912), page 1136. 
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Gabriel Rodden 


Gabriel Rodden married Caroline Cook in Mecklenburg County on 18 Oct 1842. The following 
children are found in Census records: 
1. Margaret Rodden, b. 1 Oct 1843, d. 13 May 1893.”° She married John Henry Mason 
on 27 Dec 1870. 
Thomas Rodden, b. 1845. 
Jefferson Rodden, b 1847. 
John Logan Rodden, b. 1848. 
Isabella Rodden, b. 1851. 
Martha Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1853. She married William W. Norment on 11 May 
1875. 
7. Catherine Caroline Rodden, b. 1855. She married Silas C. McGinn on 10 Aug 1881. 


Ore ee 


It should be fairly easy to locate these individuals in Census records, so there is no need for 
further discussion of Gabriel’s family. The fact that he married late in life means that his children 
cannot be confused with those of his brother Upton Rodden and half-uncle Lewis Rodden. 


25 Find A Grave, Memorial # 26978101, Margaret Angelina Mason (NO headstone photo), accessed 8 
Dec 2022. 


The Roddens of Essex County, Virginia Colony and Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina by Steve Malone Page 31 


Upton Rodden 


Upton Rodden died on 12 May 1843 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. He had married 
Rachel Pittman in 1806 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. He was said to have been born 
two years and five months before his brother William, who was born on 5 Feb 1779. That puts 
his date of birth at approximately Sep 1776. 


Upton’s widow filed a War of 1812 Pension application on 30 Apr 1853, where it was stated that 
he had already received 80 acres of bounty land.*° She was eventually granted another 80 
acres of land. Both warrants were sold to others, who patented lands in the west. 


Upton’s youngest daughter, Susan, was living with his widow in 1850. 


The analysis of Lewis Rodden’s family revealed one son and two daughters who had married 
Rodden spouses. Available Rodden brides and grooms are limited to the children of Upton and 
Lewis. Based upon our earlier analysis of Lewis Rodden’s children, the following would have to 
be the children of Upton Rodden: 

1. Harriet Judith Rodden, b. 1817. 

2. Hannah Rebecca Rodden, b. 1826. 

3. James J. Rodden, b. 1829. 


Harriet Judith Rodden married Andrew Rodden, whom we have determined was Lewis’ son, on 
26 Jan 1835. Neither of them lived to see the 1850 Census. Her marriage suggests she was 
born about 1817. 


Hannah Rebecca Rodden married William Grier Rodden in 1847. There is a probate file for 
Upton’s widow Rachel, in which William G. Rodden was granted special letters of administration 
for her estate on 30 May 1866, meaning that she had died soon before then. The estate took 
six years to finalize and, unfortunately, it doesn’t identify any explicit relationships. He also 
posted the bond for Upton’s daughter Susan’s marriage in 1856. 


In 1847, Margaret Cook sold a property to “Rachel Rodden [widow of Upton] and her two sons, 
Matthew and Jackson.” The 60-acre property abutted the property of Samuel Berryhill.” 


Matthew R. Rodden, b. 1824, married Hannah Warwick in 1847. 


There is some uncertainty about Upton’s son Jackson. It is abundantly clear that he had a son 
James J. Rodden, who in the 1850 Census is listed as John Rodden. So it is natural to 
presume his full name was James John Rodden, a rather uncommon name pairing. And 
Jackson shows up in court records as Jackson J. Rodden. He is not found in any Census 


26 Fold3.com, War of 1812, Pension Files, Upton Rodden, https://www.fold3.com/image/668126168. 
2” North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 6, 1869-1870, page 204, FHL microfilm 
#007550316, image 107 of 519. 
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records as Jackson. Were these the men one and the same? James Taggert may be the clue 
to solving this puzzle. 


In 1850, John, Joseph and Nancy Taggert (ages 40-56) were living in “John” Rodden’s 
household. In 1860, he was listed as James J. Rodden. James Taggert, b. 1820, was living 
nearby with Joseph Taggert. James Taggert is found in the following court records: 
1. In a deed dated Dec 1852, James Taggert sold land to John C. Taggert. Jas. J. Rodden 
posted the bond.”® 
2. 27 July 1858 is the first instance of the name Jackson Rodden showing up in court 
records, when he failed to appear in court. On the same day, J. J. Rodden and William 
A. Brown had to post a $100 bond for his appearance at the next term of the court. The 
same was required of James Taggert (J. H. Barnhill posted his bond). 
3. On 25 Oct 1858, the State brought suit against Jackson Rodden and James W. Taggert 
for an affray. Both men were found guilty. Jackson’s fine was $5, Taggert’s was $3. 
Both men were required to also pay court costs. James W. Taggert was involved in 
three other suits the same day. In one case, he was released from special bail that he 
had posted for John C. Taggert. 


It appears that James J. Rodden and Jackson Rodden were the same person, and that the use 
of the given name John in the 1850 Census was likely an error made by the enumerator. Or, at 
the very least, Jackson Rodden was clearly the brother of James J. Rodden, since the latter, 
together with William A. Brown, who posted his bond. 


In 1847 (just after the deed involving Rachel and Matthew), James J. Rodden married Ellen 
Jane Rodden (whom we've deduced was Lewis’ daughter). Bond was posted by William A. 
Brown, who also posted bonds for Matthew Rodden and Adaline Rodden. 


We need to return to Samuel Berryhill, who was living next to the property that Rachel had 
purchased in 1847. Elizabeth Rodden married a man named Samuel Berryhill in 1825, but the 
Samuel Berryhill who was living near to Rachel in 1860 had a wife named Margaret, who was 
born in 1805. Her maiden name was Alexander, and they had married in 1823. So, Rachel’s 
neighbor appears to have NOT been the one who married Elizabeth Rodden. 


But, we’ve already determined that Andrew Rodden had a daughter named Elizabeth, who 
married Thomas Love. So, Samuel Berryhill’s wife Elizabeth would seem to have been the 
daughter of Upton Rodden, since Lewis would not have had two daughters with the same given 
name. 


Elizabeth’s 1825 marriage means that she was likely born around 1807, and in the 1860 Census 
for Mecklenburg County there is an Elizabeth b. 1806, wife of Samuel Berryhill. In 1850, they 
were living on Paw Creek and it is stated that she was born in 1811. Presuming the correct year 
of birth was prior to 1810, only Upton had a daughter born before 1810 who survived to see the 
1820 Census. This helps to lend credence to our initial speculation. 


8 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 10, page 425. 
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Evaline Rodden married William Lyles on 11 Apr 1846. In the 1860 Census for Mecklenburg 
County, Rosa Lyles, born 1835 and son James, born 1848 were living in the household of 
James J. Rodden. Living next door was Rachel (Pitman) Rodden. Thus, Evaline would seem 
to have been her daughter. 


Upton Rodden had one son born between 1807 and 1810. He was not in Upton’s 1830 Census 
household. Benjamin Rodden also had a son of similar age (born between 1808 and 1810), 
who likewise was not living with him in 1830. The only Rodden household found in 1830 
Census records for Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, other than those of Lewis Rodden and 
the sons of Benjamin Rodden, was the recently married Benjamin Rodden, who had married 
Elizabeth Baker in 1829. Evidence that will be reviewed later suggests he likely wasn’t Upton’s 
son. 


John Rodden married Dicey Rodden on 3 Oct 1827, with Benjamin Rodden posting bond. 
Which Benjamin Rodden posted the bond? Senior or Junior? It could have been either, though 
the latter may have been more likely. The marriage date implies that Dicey was born in 1809 
and John in 1806. We already know that Lewis had a son named John, and will learn in 
Chapter 5 that William’s son John was born after this marriage. And Jackson Rodden was 
married too late (1810) to have been John’s father. Thus, there are only two possibilities: he 
was the son of either Benjamin or Upton. Benjamin’s oldest son was born no sooner than Fall 
1808, whereas Upton’s oldest son was born no sooner than Spring 1807. It is much more likely 
that John was Upton’s son. And it fits that Dicey’s was Benjamin’s daughter, and it was likely 
her brother who had posted her bond. 


The proven children of Upton and Rachel (Pitman) Rodden were: 

1. John Rodden, b. 1806. He married Dicey Rodden on 3 Oct 1827. 

2. Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1808. She married Samuel Berryhill on 16 Aug 1825. 

3. Harriet Judith Rodden, b. 1817. She married Andrew Rodden on 26 Jan 1835. 

4. Upton Alexander Rodden, b. 1821. He married Cassandra E. Clark on 3 Mar 1842 in 
Benton County, Tennessee. 

5. Matthew R. Rodden, b. 1824, d. 1855. He married Hannah Warwick on 26 May 1847. 

6. Rosa Evaline Rodden, b. 1825. She married William Lyles on 11 Apr 1846. 

7. Hannah Rebecca Rodden, b. 1826. On 18 Mr 1847, she married William Grier 
Rodden. 

8. James Jackson Rodden, b. 1829. He married Ellen Jane Rodden on 10 Jun 1847. It 
appears that after the death of his father, his mother gave him permission to marry at 
age 18. She appears to have been eager for her remaining children to be 
self-supporting (and thus likely to be able to help support her). 

9. Susan E. Rodden, b. 1832. On 27 Feb 1856, she married John P. Robinson. 


Presented below is the household of Upton Rodden as described by his Census records of 
1810 through 1840. It demonstrates that the above individuals match well to the age ranges of 
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his children in those Census records, further confirming the more speculative parts of the 
preceding analysis. 


Census Analysis: Upton Rodden 


URO1 | 1807- | 1807- John Rodden, b. 1806. He married Dicey 
1810 | 1810 Rodden, daughter of Benjamin Rodden, in 
1827. 
1810- | 1815- 
1820 | 1820 
1815- Probably died young. 
1820 
1825- | 1825- | Mathew R. Rodden, b. 1824. He married 
1830 | 1830 | Hannah Warwick in 1847. 
1825- | 1830- | James Jackson Rodden, b. 1829. He 
1830 | 1835 | married Ellen Jane Rodden* in 1847. 
iD 1810 | 1820 | 1830 | 1840 | DAUGHTERS 
URO1 | 1807- | 1807- Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1808. She married 
1810 | 1810 Samuel Berryhill in 1825. 
1810- Probably died young. 
1820 
1810- | 1815- Matilda Rodden, b. 1815. She married 
1820 | 1820 Andrew A. Berryhill in 1833. 
1810- | 1815- Harriet Judith Rodden, b. 1817. She 
1820 | 1820 married Andrew Rodden* in 1835. 
1820- | 1825- | Rosa Evaline Rodden, b. 1825. She married 
1825 | 1830 | William Lyles in 1846. 
1825- | 1825- | Hannah Rebecca Rodden, b. 1826. She 
1830 | 1830 | married William Grier Rodden* in 1847 
URO7 1825- | 1825- 
1830 | 1830 
1830- | Susan Rodden, b 1832 in North Carolina. 
1835 | She married John P. Robinson in 1856. 


* = Child of Lewis Rodden. 
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Elizabeth (Rodden) Byrom 


Ezekiel Byrom sold his property in Essex County, Virginia in 1789. Records there, as covered in 
Chapter 1, infer that he was born no later than 1750. Thus his children would have been born in 
the late 1760s and later. 


Ezekiel appears in five deeds in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina from 1802-1806. He was 
not listed in any tax lists there. 


That is pretty much all that the facts tell us about Ezekiel and Elizabeth. There are no known 
direct clues in public records for identifying who their children might have been. There are no 
Census records to give us any clue of the number of children in his family, or of their age and 
gender attributes. He is missing from the 1800 Census of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, 
and the 1790 Census for Virginia is no longer extant. 


Henry Harbin Byrom, in his book Some Descendants of Ezekiel Byrom of Southfarnham Parish, 
Essex County, Virginia (1790),*° believes there were possibly eight sons of Ezekiel Byrom. The 
source of some of these eight men appears to have been family lore, while others are based 
upon an 1812 tax list for Bedford County, Tennessee (Bedford was the county from which 
Coffee County was formed - the people he describes in his book are found in Census records of 
Coffee County and neighboring Franklin County, Tennessee). So, what he has provided us with 
is a mash-up: family lore and fact, hopelessly mixed together. The only clearly stated family lore 
that he provides us with is: 


“EZEKIEL BYROM is specifically named the father of the Tennessee emigrants 
in old letters (re: letters of June 11, 1921 and Sept. 3, 1912 from J. H. Byrom of 
Tullahoma, Tenn. to S. B. Byrom of Byromville, Georgia).” 


Ideally, the letters would have been included in his typescript, either as photocopies or as direct 
full or partial transcriptions. But that is not the case. 


In his book, H. H. Byrom names the following eight children of Ezekiel and Elizabeth (Rodden) 
Byrom: 
1. William, b. 1766. He married in 1792. 
Reuben, b. 1770. No marriage date. 
Elizabeth, no birth year given. No marriage date. 
John, b. 1771. He married in 1791. 
Henry, b. 1778. 
Benjamin, no birth year given. 
Humphrey, no birth year given. 
James, b. 1788. 


Ot Or Dr ea 


29 Published in 1940, revised 16 June 1942. Typescript, hand numbered pages. 
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The main source, in addition to family lore, that he gives for the children of Ezekiel Byrom is the 
1812 tax list mentioned earlier, in which each person is listed sequentially within each militia 
district. Thus, those closest in sequence generally lived closest together along a particular road 
or trail. Though it is possible that a close neighbor’s property was accessed from a different 
road or trail, and they could have lived closer to one another than is suggested by the sequence 
of the listing. All of the men in the tax lists would have been 21 years or older, and thus born by 
1791. Thus, some of them may have been sons of William Bryom, or John Byrom (or even 
Reuben Byrom, but he is not on the tax lists). The following Byroms are listed: 


1. In Captain John Sutton’s militia district: 
a. Humphrey Byrom, line number 8. 
b. William Byrom, line number 14. 
c. Benjamin Byrom, line number 68. 
d. John Byrom, line number 80. 

2. In Captain Duncan Neile’s militia district: 
a. Benjamin Byrom, line number 23. 
b. James Byrom, line number 45. 


Based upon what H. H. Byrom tells us about Ezekiel’s family, the following can be inferred: 
1. That in addition to his direct ancestor (James b. 1788) there was another James Byrom 
present in 1812. 
2. The two Benjamins could not have both been descendants of Ezekiel Byrom. 


In a nutshell, the 1812 tax list tells us that Ezekiel Byrom’s children were not the only Byroms 
living there at that time. It’s fairly likely that it was his children who lived in John Sutton’s district, 
since there is both a John and William there. If so, the two men in Duncan Neile’s district were 
almost certainly not his sons. 


By excluding those children inferred by H. H. Byrom from the 1812 tax list, we get the following 
six children, which presumably comes from family lore. Each includes a synopsis provided by 
him, plus any facts that might support his claims (which are shown in italics): 


1. William Byrom, b. 1766. He married Katherine Cook on 5 Dec 1792 in Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina (bond was posted by Robert Cook). He is said to have 
remained in North Carolina after briefly living in Tennessee, and is last found in records 
in 1840 in the part of Mecklenburg that became Union County (formed in 1842). Refer to 
page 13 of H. H. Byrom’s book for details of his descendants.*° 
A William Byrom is found in tax lists of Mecklenburg in 1799, 1807 and 1808.*4 


=0& QZ, accessed 11 Jan 2023. 
3i Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), pages 24, 46 and 53. 
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2. Reuben Byrom, b. 1770. He is said to have died circa 1819 in Warren County, North 
Carolina. His wife is said to have been Elizabeth Murphy. Refer to page 15 of H. H. 
Byrom’s book for details of his descendants.** 

A Reuben Byrom was taxed in 1799 in Capt. Kendrick’s Company, Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina.” 

3. Elizabeth Byrom. She was said to have married Mr. Campbell. 

No record of this marriage was found in records of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 

4. John Byrom, b. 1771, d. 1825 in Maury County, Tennessee. He married a cousin, Dolly 
Byrom, on 23 May 1791 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina (bond was posted by 
John Beaty). She is said to have moved to Franklin County, Tennessee after her 
husband’s death. See page 16 of H. H. Byrom’s book for their descendants.** 

He would seem to be the John Byrom who is found in the 1800 Census for 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. There is a Dolly Byrom found in the 1830 Census 
for Franklin County, Tennessee living next to James Byrom (#6, below). 

5. Henry Byrom, b. 1778, d. 1853. Two accounts of his descendants are provided on 
pages 17 (typewritten page 5) and 19 of H. H. Byrom’s book.” 

6. James Byrom, b. 1788, d. 1875. See H. H. Byrom’s book (page 10, though page 
numbers are duplicated and thus pretty much meaningless) for details of his 
descendants.*° 


At least one message board post claims that H. H. Byrom was a professional genealogist and 
that his book was part of a master's thesis. The claim is clearly dubious. The book contains no 
table of contents or index, and the page numbering is erratic at best (the cited copy was an 
update to the original version). While H. H. Byrom has provided a valuable service by recording 
what he learned about the Byroms, particularly as regards Ezekiel Byrom’s family, it is best not 
to overstate his qualifications as a researcher at the time that he wrote it, as his inferences from 
the 1812 tax list illustrate. In fairness to him, Mr. Byrom published his research at a young age, 
and did not get his degree in history until 16 years later.?” 


=0& QZ, accessed 11 Jan 2023. 

eS Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), page 28. 
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httos:/www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/765121/?offset=88716#page=35&viewer=picturek&o=&n 


=0&g=, accessed 11 Jan 2023. 
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httos:/www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/765121/?offset=88716#page=37&viewer=picturek&o=&n 


=0&g=, accessed 11 Jan 2023. 
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https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/765121/?offset=O#page=21 7&viewer=picture&o=&n=0 
&g=, accessed 11 Jan 2023. 

37 His CV is provided in the book: 
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/765121/?offset=O#page=141&viewer=picture&o=&n=0 


&g=, accessed 11 Jan 2023. 
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Rachel (Rodden) Davis 


Reuben Davis was a witness to the will of Benjamin Rodden, Senior in 1798. He also paid 
taxes in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina in 1797 and 1798 in Captain Hugh Parks’ 
Company (where the Roddens and Bakers also lived). 


There is no extant 1790 Census for Essex County, Virginia to give us an idea of the size of 
Reuben’s and Rachel’s household. And neither of them was enumerated in the 1800 Census 
for Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 


No further record of Reuben and Rachel (Rodden) Baker and their family was found. They 
remain a complete mystery. 
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Rosanna (Rodden) Blanchard 


Rosanna Rodden married Thomas Blanchard on 8 Sep 1805. 


Thomas Blanchard was enumerated in the 1810 Census for Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina. Not far from him was the household of Upton Rodden. He is found in tax lists there of 
1806, 1808, 1810, 1811 and 1823, where he was the only Blanchard who paid taxes. 


Thomas purchased 125 acres in 1820. On 26 Mar 1820, he posted the bond for the marriage of 
Mary Blanchard (almost certainly his sister, as she was 20-29 years old in the 1830 Census) to 
Andrew Walsh. In 1822, Thomas was the administrator of the estate of Isaac Blanchard, who 
was likely a brother. 


[Having arrived in Mecklenburg with two siblings and no parents likely implies that both of Thomas’ 
parents had died by 1805. The fact that it was fifteen years later when he first purchased property 
suggests that his parent’s estate didn’t transfer significant wealth to him, which decreases the odds of 
finding an estate record that identifies either parent. ] 


Thomas’ 1820 and 1830 Census records were not found, but in 1840 he was still living in 
Mecklenburg County. By 1850, he had moved his family to McDowell County, North Carolina. 
Rosanna died from flu in Mecklenburg County in April 1860. 


There were several other Blanchard marriages in Mecklenburg County. Since there is no record 
of any other Blanchard males there prior to 1820, all of them were likely children of Thomas and 
Rosanna: 
1. 25 Aug 1832, Mary Blanchard to Alexander Cathey. Andrew Rodden posted bond. 
2. 4 Sep 1839, Caroline Blanchard to Andrew J. Whitesides. William T. Taylor posted 
bond. 
3. 23 Apr 1841, Tamsen M. Blanchard to George A. Cook. Andrew A. Allen posted bond. 
4. 15 Mar 1841, Thomas L. Blanchard to Elizabeth Andrews. Andrew Walsh posted 
bond. 
5. 23 Aug 1842, Rosanna Blanchard to James L. Alexander. George Acock posted 
bond. 


One other marriage is of potential interest. On 28 Jun 1836, William Blanchard was witness to 
the marriage of Charles Marcellus Baker to Cynthia Hanks. William is not found in any Census 
records of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. His involvement in the marriage implies he was 
born no later than 1815. 


Alexander Cathey, husband of Mary Blanchard, had moved to Talladega County, Alabama by 
1850, where he was living in Dwelling #494. Living in Dwelling #471 was William N. Blanchard, 
b. 1812 in North Carolina. By 1870, both families had moved to Bienville Parish, Louisiana. 
The 1836 marriage bond and these Census records imply that William N. Blanchard was 
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another son of Thomas Blanchard. Descendant autosomal DNA results seem to confirm this 
speculation.’ 


In 1850, the Census household of Thomas and Rosanna Blanchard included a mix of children 
and grandchildren. The children were: 


1. 
2. 
3. 


Matilda Blanchard, b. 1828. 
James Blanchard, b. 1829. 
John Blanchard, b. 1839. 


Thus, the family of Thomas and Rosanna (Rodden) Blanchard includes: 


1. 


William Newton Blanchard, b. 1812, d. 11 Jan 1881. He married Elizabeth Huston on 
9 Aug 1843 in Talladega County, Alabama. 

Mary Blanchard, b. 1814, d. Oct 1879. She married Alexander Cathey on 25 Aug 
1832. 

Caroline Blanchard, b. 1818. She married Andrew J. Whiteside on 4 Sep 1839. 
Tamsen Mariah Blanchard, b. Apr 1820, d. 1905. She married George Albert Cook 
on 23 Apr 1841. 

Thomas L. Blanchard, b. 18 Oct 1822, d. 20 May 1895. He married Elizabeth 
Andrews on 15 Mar 1841. 

Rosanna Blanchard, b. 1824. She married James Lee Alexander on 23 Aug 1842. 
Matilda Cook Blanchard, b. 1828, d. Jan 1880. She married Thomas C. Curry on 16 
Feb 1854 in McDowell County, North Carolina. 

James George Blanchard, b. 1829. He married Lydia Malinda Davis on 27 Oct 1856 
in McDowell County, North Carolina. 

John Blanchard, b. 1839. 


The lack of 1820 and 1830 Census records makes it impossible to know if the above accounts 
for all of Rosanna’s children. Thomas’ 1840 Census record describes the following children: 


ranmouom> 


Female born 1810-1820. 

Female born 1810-1820. 

Female born 1820-1825, Tamsen Mariah Blanchard. 
Female born 1825-1830, probably Rosanna Blanchard. 
Male born 1830-1835, probably James George Blanchard. 
Male born 1835-1840, John Blanchard. 

Male born 1835-1840. 

Male born 1835-1840. 


In the above, females A and B could match to Mary and Caroline, but they had married prior to 
1840, and their husbands are found in their own households in the 1840 Census. So they are 
likely other daughters who remain unidentified. Males G & H presumably died young. 


38 Thomas L. Blanchard is the Father of William N. Blanchard, posted on Ancestry.com by Barbara Jean 
Ocon on 13 Mar 2019. 
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“Genealogy without proof 
is mythology.” 


- Anonymous 
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Chapter 5: The Rodden Westward Migration 


This chapter looks at Benjamin’s three sons and two daughters who participated in The Great 
Westward Migration. Together with what was learned in Chapter 4, this chapter will identify the 
children and many of the grandchildren of Benjamin and Keziah (Williamson) Rodden, Senior. 
They were as follows: 


1. Upton Rodden, b. Sep 1776. He married Rachel Pittman. 


2. William Rodden, b. 5 Feb 1779. He married Polly Williamson. 
a. 


-“rs>eamoeao5 


J. 


John Rodden, b. 1806. 

Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1808. 

Harriet Judith Rodden, b. 1817. 
Upton Alexander Rodden, b. 1821. 
Matthew R. Rodden, b. 1824, d. 1855. 
Rosa Evaline Rodden, b. 1825. 
Hannah Rebecca Rodden, b. 1826. 
James Jackson Rodden, b. 1829. 
Susan E. Rodden, b. 1832. 


Meli Carline Rodden, b. Oct 1810. 

Elizabeth Rodden, b. 17 Jun 1813. 

Mary Luiza Rodden, b. 9 May 1816. 

William A. Lee Rodden, b. 15 Oct 1818. 

James L. H. Rodden, b. 9 Dec 1820. 

Liza E. Rodden, b. 10 Jun 1823. 

Money or Marey ?riveen Rodden, b. 4 Apr 1825. 
Keziah Virena Rodden, b. 14 Jan 1829. 

John Young Rodden, b. 10 Dec 1831. 

Martha Lucreasea Rodden, b. 27 Aug 1835. 


3. Tamsen Rodden, b.1783. She married Jonathan Baker. 


v 


“pre mpopop 
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Kissander W. Baker, b. 1804. 
George Baker, b. 1805, d. 1827. 
Rachel Baker, b. 1806. 

Judith Elizabeth Baker, b. 1810. 
Abel Baker, b. 1814. 

Benjamin Jackson Baker, b. 1816. 
Rosa Adaline Baker, b. 1819. 
Jonathan Aaron Baker, b. 1821. 
Jacob David Baker, b. 17 Apr 1822. 
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4. Jackson Rodden, b. 25 Dec 1786. He married Polly Corum. 
a. Sarah Jemima Rodden, b. 1811. 
b. Joseph Carmon Rodden, b. 1815. 
c. John Rodden, b. 1815. 
d. Ruth Ann Rodden, b. 1822. 
e. Gabriel L. Rodden, b. 15 Sep 1823. 
f. Lucy Rodden, b. 1825. 
g. Zenith Jackson Rodden, b. 1832. 
h. Abigail Rodden, b. 1835. 
5. Benjamin Rodden, Junior, b. 6 Aug 1798. He married Betsy Williamson. 
a. Benjamin Rodden Ill, b. 1808. 
Dicey Rodden, b. 1809. 
Polly Rodden, b. 1812. 
William Rodden, b. 1813. 
Abner E. Rodden, b. 1818. 
Upton Alexander Rodden, b. 1821. 
Washington Rodden, b. 1824. 
Susan Rodden, b. 1827. 
Sophronia Rodden, b. 1835. 
John Rodden, b. 1837. 
Amanda Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1837. 
Henry H. Rodden, b. 1843. 
m. Catherine Malinda Rodden, b. Jun 1850. 
6. Judah Rodden, b. 8 Oct 1793. She married Abram Hanks. 
a. Mary Ann Hanks, b. 1827. 
b. Judy Malinda Hanks, b. 30 Jan 1830. 
c. Keziah Elizabeth Hanks, b. 1832. 
d. Rachel M. Hanks, b. 18 Nov 1838. 
e. Sarah Adaline Hanks, b. 1842. 
7. Gabriel Rodden, b. 1796. He married Caroline Cook. 
a. Margaret Rodden, b. 1 Oct 1843. 
Thomas Rodden, b. 1845. 
Jefferson Rodden, b 1847. 
John Logan Rodden, b. 1848. 
Isabella Rodden, b. 1851. 
Martha Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1853. 
Catherine Caroline Rodden, b. 1855. 


Arse meoaos 
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In Chapter 4 we looked at the two sons of Benjamin Rodden who declined to be uprooted from 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: Gabriel Rodden and Upton Rodden. Having done so 
greatly facilitates making sense of the sons of their brothers William, Jackson and Benjamin, 
Junior. Primarily, it showed that from 1833 on, very clearly anyone who was married in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina stayed there. Of those who migrated west, only two 
marriages (perhaps three) took place before the migration commenced: 
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1. John Roddens’ marriage to Dicey Rodden, 
2. Benjamin Rodden’s marriage to Elizabeth Baker, and perhaps 
3. Polly Rodden’s marriage to John Hartgrove. 


Everyone else married out west, often in counties where, in that time period, marriage records 
are no longer extant. So there are few clues of the granddaughters of Benjamin and Keziah 
(Williamson) Rodden, and the lack of marriage records for their grandsons means there are 
fewer available clues to help sort them out. 


In order to attempt to make sense of their many grandsons who migrated west, a spreadsheet 
of these men was created, showing their name, year of birth, marriage date, wife, place of 
marriage, and where they are found in records from the late 1830s to 1850. All but one of these 
men were assumed (often with no direct proof) to have been sons of either Jackson Rodden or 
Benjamin Rodden, Junior. There is one newcomer who will be discussed later on, who appears 
repeatedly in the AncestryDNA results of three different descendants of Benjamin Rodden, 
Senior. The identity of his parents had thus far eluded his descendants. 


That analysis, found in Appendix 3: Migrating Men, formed the basis for initially considering how 
to correctly identify the father of each of these several men. They were grouped by where 
records over a span of more than a dozen years placed them in general proximity. The idea 
being that siblings often migrated together, so proximity over time suggests close kinship. Then, 
to assure there was no logical conflict that would expose the analysis as having a fatal flaw 
(such as a clear logical impossibility), they were compared against the composite Census 
households of William Rodden, Benjamin Rodden, Junior and Jackson Rodden. No such flaws 
were found. The sections of this chapter dedicated to each of these men will detail additional 
facts that further support those preliminary suspicions, which have ultimately been borne out, at 
least to the extent possible, given the available extant records. 


Of the men in Appendix 3, two are particularly enigmatic: Joseph Rodden of Hot Spring County 
and Pike County, Arkansas, and John Rodden of Graves County and Marshall County, 
Kentucky. It is mainly strong autosomal DNA evidence that points to them having been 
descended from either William, Benjamin Junior or Jackson Rodden. Aside from DNA, little is 
found to connect them to the other Roddens. It’s only by looking at all of the men in Appendix 3 
that it becomes apparent how they likely fit into the Rodden puzzle. A more concrete outcome 
had been hoped for, but the achieved result is the best that could be attained with the facts that 
came to hand. 
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William Rodden 


William Rodden was enumerated in Marion County, Tennessee in the 1830 Census, and in the 
1840 Census for Jackson County, Alabama. He was living in the latter place in 1853 when he 
submitted affidavits for his mother’s Revolutionary War pension application. But no 1850 
Census record has been found for his family. Marriage records in Jackson County are not 
extant prior to 1851, and any of his eight daughters, except the youngest, likely had married by 
then. 


William Rodden submitted the Bible record of his family in support of his mother’s pension 
application. It states that he was born on 5 Feb 1779, and that his wife Polly Williamson was 
born on 6 Aug 1789. They were married on 6 Nov 1805 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
It also gives all of the names and birthdates for their several children. 


Despite all of the children of William Rodden being clearly identified, at the time this book was 
being written, literally nobody believed that they descend from this man. In researching this 
book, four of his children who survived to adulthood were identified, three of whom raised 
families of their own. These four individuals had erroneously been believed to have been either 
the children of Jackson Rodden or grandchildren of Benjamin Rodden, Junior. 


The first of those children, who was literally the last piece of the puzzle to fall into place, was 
William Lee Rodden, b. 15 Oct 1818. The past difficulty in making a connection to him stems 
from two facts: 
1. First, he is found in all public records as either William Rodden or William A. Rodden, 
and 
2. Second, Paul G. Rodden had recorded the red herring that some Hanks descendants 
had thought that perhaps he was a son of Jackson Rodden (which was reasonable, 
because Jackson’s son, Zenith Jackson Rodden, had settled a few miles south of him). 


So, William Lee Rodden was born 15 Oct 1818 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. And 
William A. Rodden’s 1900 Census record in Miller County, Missouri states that he was born 
October 1818 in North Carolina. Only three of Benjamin Rodden’s sons migrated west: 
Benjamin Junior, Jackson and William. The odds that two of these three men would both have 
had a son named William born in October 1818 are pretty much non-existent. And the other 
known William who participated in this family migration (son of Ben Jr.) was born in 1813, 
reducing the odds even more. 


William A. Rodden married Mary Ann Hanks. No marriage record exists, suggesting that they 
married in Marion County, Tennessee, likely around 1845. Their marriage is proven by the 
following facts: 

1. William patented land one mile south of a property that Abram Hanks had owned. 

2. Inthe probate file of Abram Hanks, Mary A. Rodden is listed as one of his heirs.°° 


39 Illinois, Jackson County, Probate Files, Division A, Box 29, File 1091, Petition for Letters of 
Administration. 
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3. Proof that Mary Ann’s maiden name was Hanks is found in the death certificate of her 
son Isaac, who died in 1946.4 


The next child of William and Polly (Williamson) Rodden to be discovered was his son James L. 
H. Rodden, though this is far more tentative, as he never lived to be enumerated during a 
Census. The widow Hannah Rodden, whose maiden name is said to have been Smith, was 
said to have married first to James Rodden, who was thought by others to possibly have been a 
son of Jackson Rodden. Their oldest son was born in 1841, suggesting that James was born 
around 1820 or earlier. Jackson Rodden’s Census households show that he had one son born 
between 1810 and 1815, and one born between 1815 and 1820, which make it plausible that he 
could have been Jackson’s son. However, there are two more plausible men who account for 
these two spots, as will be discussed when we get to the final section of this chapter. 


The last two children were discovered at the same time. Living in the 1860 Census household 
of George M. Bradshaw in Jackson County, Alabama was Dicey Rodden, born 1815 (actually 
more like 1806 based upon her marriage date), Martha Rodden, born 1835 and Keziah 
Bradshaw, born 1829. Keziah and Martha have long been thought to have been Dicey’s 
daughters based upon this Census record. But Keziah born 1829 matches well to William’s 
daughter Kissa Virena Rodden, born 14 Jan 1829, and Martha born 1835 matches well to his 
daughter Martha Lucreasea (Lucretia) Rodden, born 27 Aug 1835. Martha remained unmarried 
until late in life, and the 1900 Census recorded that she never had any children. 


Thus, the children of William and Polly (Williamson) Rodden were: 

1. Meli Carline Rodden, b. Oct 1810. 

2. Elizabeth Rodden, b. 17 Jun 1813. 

3. Mary Luiza Rodden, b. 9 May 1816. 

4. William A. Lee Rodden, b. 15 Oct 1818. He married Mary Ann Hanks around 1845, 
likely in Marion County, Tennessee. 

5. James L. H. Rodden, b. 9 Dec 1820. He is said to have married Hannah Smith, likely 
in Marion County, Tennessee. 

6. Liza E. Rodden, b. 10 Jun 1823. 

7. Money or Marey ?riveen Rodden, b. 4 Apr 1825. 

8. Keziah Virena Rodden, b. 14 Jan 1829. She married George M. Bradshaw in Jackson 
County, Alabama, likely before 1851. 

9. John Young Rodden, b. 10 Dec 1831. 

10. Martha Lucreasea Rodden, b. 27 Aug 1835. She married Wesley E. Sisk on 19 Dec 
1880 in Jackson County, Alabama. 


One other birth recorded in the family Bible record was that of Martha Virene Pankey, b. 11 
May 1833. She was likely the daughter of one of William’s two oldest daughters, though there is 
no way to determine which one. The point is likely moot, as no record was found that she 
survived long enough to start a family of her own. 


40 Missouri Secretary of State, Death Certificates, State File #10139, Registration District 213, Primary 
Registration District 5781, Registrar’s No. 1, Isaac Francis Rodden, d. 29 Mar 1946. 
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The composite Census analysis below confirms what was recorded in the Bible record of 
William’s family, including his oldest granddaughter. 


Census Analysis: William Rodden 


1820 | 1830 | 1840 | Children 


o Male, b. 1806-1810, died young 
1806- | 1810- Meli Carline Rodden, b. 1810. 
1810 |1820 1810- | 1810- 

1810- | 1815 |1820 | Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1813 
1820 

1810- | 1815- Mary Luiza Rodden, b. 1816 


1820 |1820 
815- | 1810- | William A. Lee Rodden, b. 1818. He 
820 |1820 | married Mary Ann Hanks. 


1820- | James L. H. Rodden, 1820. He married 
1825 | Hannah Smith. 
- | 1820- | Liza E. Rodden, b. 1823 

1825 


- | 1825- | Marey? Rodden, b. 1825 
1830 
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1825- | Kissa Virena Rodden, b. 1829. She 
1830 | married George M. Bradshaw. 


1830- | John Young Rodden, b. 1831 
1835 

1830- | Martha Vivian Pankey, b. 1833 
1835 


1835- | Martha Lucretia Rodden, b. 1835. She 
1840 | married Wesley E. Sisk in 1880. 
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Judah (Rodden) Hanks 


Judah Rodden’s first marriage was to Irvin Baget on 11 Jun 1818 in Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina. There is no 1820 Census record for him, suggesting that the marriage may not have 
lasted long, due to either death or divorce. 


Judah next married Abram Hanks on 25 Oct 1825. There was a significant age gap between 
her and Abram in their subsequent Census records, and the 1850 Census shows that the gap 
was about nine years. 


Abram Hanks died on 17 Oct 1869, and his estate directly identifies three of his children and 
three grandchildren (the latter were all Brownfields).** The children were: Mary A. Rodden, 
Keziah Johnson and Adaline Davis. Marriage records help to identify the mother of the three 
grandchildren, Judy Malinda Hanks. Abram’s household in the 1850 Census for Jackson 
County, Illinois adds one other daughter, Rachel M. Hanks, but even though she married, it 
seems she died before her father. leaving no heirs. 


Living next door to Judah in the 1850 Census was her oldest daughter, Mary Ann, who had 
married a cousin, William Rodden (as discussed in the previous section about William Rodden). 
They later moved to Miller County, Missouri. 


There is considerable confusion about the wife of William A. Rodden. This is caused by a son 
of Benjamin Rodden, Junior, who was also a William, who married Rosa Adaline Baker. The 
result is that careless researchers gave the former’s wife the Chimeral name of “Mary Adaline 
Baker.” A clumsy mash-up, if ever there was one! Which proves that it takes more than a good 
sledgehammer to fit your ancestor’s puzzle together properly. 


Thus, there is clear and direct proof of all of the children of Abram and Judah (Rodden) Hanks: 

1. Mary Ann Hanks, b. 1827. Her husband was William A. Rodden. 

2. Judy Malinda Hanks, b. 30 Jan 1830, d. 28 Aug 1863.47 She married William 
Brownfield on 6 Jan 1848 in St. Clair County, Illinois. 

3. Keziah Elizabeth Hanks, b. 1832. She married Jesse G. Johnson on 16 Jul 1854 in 
Jackson County, Illinois. 

4. Rachel M. Hanks, b. 18 Nov 1838, d. 9 Jan 1855.*° She married John Andrew Loy on 
23 Feb 1854. 

5. Sarah Adaline Hanks, b. 1842. She married Thomas Jefferson Davis on 15 Sep 1861 
in Jackson County, Illinois. They filed for divorce in Oct 1868, and in 1870 she was 
enumerated (Sans spouse) in her mother’s Census household. 


41 Illinois, Jackson County, Probate Files, Division A, Box 29, File 1091, Abram Hanks. 

42 Find A Grave, Memorial # 48128902, Judy M, wife of Wm. Brownfield (headstone photo), accessed 7 
Dec 2022. 

43 Find A Grave, Memorial # 48128794, Rachel M, wife of John A. Loy (headstone photo), accessed 7 
Dec 2022. 
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Tamsen (Rodden) Baker 


Tamsen Rodden married Jonathan Baker on 16 Sep 1801 in Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina. The biggest clues to her family come from one fairly detailed published biographical 
account, plus a few less specific ones. 


Due to errors and omissions in the more detailed account, it is best to start with snippets of 
information from other similar sources, the last of which simply confirms the year and place of 
birth of Jonathan Aaron Baker: 


“Mr. [Jonathan Aaron] Baker's three brothers, Abel, Jackson and David, 
made their homes nearby to form an early settlement. Family ties were strong, 
for Jackson and David Baker married Catherine and Elizabeth Sanders, 
sisters of Mrs. [Matilda Catherine (Sanders)] Baker.” 


“The subject of our sketch [M. L. Baker] is the son of T. D. [sic: J. D.] Baker and 
Elizabeth J. (Sanders) Baker. The father is of English origin and was born in 
Mecklenburg County, N. C. on April 17th, 1822, emigrated to Tennessee, grew to 
manhood, married and in 1856 moved to Williamson County, Illinois...”° 


“the son of Jonathan A. and Matilda C. (Sanders) Baker. The father is of 
English origin, born in 1821 in Mecklenburg County, N.C.” 


And now, the main account of Jonathan Baker’s family, which provides the clearest account of 
his family (this version has been reformatted for easier reading, and edited to include clarifying 
information [shown in square brackets]): 


“Jonathan Baker, great-grandfather of him whose name [Carl Baker, MD] 
initiates this review, was a native of North Carolina, whence he removed, with his 
family to Tennessee. Among his children were : 

1. George, who died unmarried; 

2. Abel, who passed his declining years in Williamson county, Illinois, where 
he died at the patriarchal age of ninety years; 
Benjamin J[ackson], who died at Paragould, Arkansas; 
Jonathan Aaron was the grandfather of Dr. Carl, of this notice; 
Jacob D{avid] is the father of B, of Marion, Illinois; 
Rachel became the wife of Ezekiel Clark and passed away in Williamson 
county; 
Ann [sic] married Louis Cross and died near Chester, Illinois; and 


DARAY 
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4 Pioneer Folks and Places, An Historic Gazetteer of Williamson County, Illinois by Barbara Burr Harris 
(1939), pages 62 and 63. 

45 Souvenir of Williamson County, Illinois by J. F. Wilcox (1905), page 112. 

46 History of Gallatin, Saline, Hamilton, Franklin and Williamson counties, Illinois by Goodspeed 
Publishing (1887), page 849. 
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8. Casander [sic] became the wife of William Rodden and passed her life 
in Missouri.” 


There are some red herrings in the account above, and likely one omission: 

1. It was not Ann Baker, but Kissander Baker, who had married Lewis Cross. 

2. It was Rosa Adaline Baker who had married William Rodden. If she had the nickname 
of Adda, was it she who was called Ann Baker in the above account? If so, then the 
only flaw in the above is that Rosa’s and Kissander’s husbands were confused, which 
would have been an easy error for the typesetter to have made. 

3. Paul G. Rodden states that Ann Baker in the above was Judah Ann Baker, and that 
she married Benjamin Rodden. The information was supplied by Ronald D. Reed of 
Marion, Williamson County, Illinois,*” and that couple is found in the 1850 Census of 
Benton County, Tennessee, where she was listed as Judith Rodden. Adding to the 
confusion, Benjamin Rodden had married Elizabeth Baker on 22 Sep 1829 in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. | suspect there is no connection to Ann, and that 
she was simply Judith Elizabeth Baker. Every effort was made to find additional 
confirmation of this belief, to no avail. 


William Rodden, age 37 was living in Carroll County, Tennessee in 1850 (which abutted Benton 
County’s western border). William had moved his family first to Cape Girardeau County, 
Missouri, where in 1857 he patented three parcels totaling 360 acres of land. By 1860 he had 
moved two counties to the south, to Mississippi County, Missouri. Among his children was 
Columbus Rodden, whose nickname was “Lum.” When Lum died in 1925, his death certificate 
stated he was born in Tennessee and his parents were William Rodden and Rosie Adaline.*® 
When his sister Mary died in 1934, she stated her parents were William Rodden and Adaline 
Baker.*® 


Judith and her husband Benjamin Rodden are found in the 1850 Census for Benton County, 
Tennessee with six children. They were dead by 1865, when their son Jonathan W. Rodden’s 
estate was settled in Union County, Illinois. Only two of his siblings survived him - Isabella 
Rodden and William Pinckney Rodden. 


Kissander Baker married Lewis Cross on 24 Feb 1829 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
In 1850, they were living in Benton County, Tennessee, and by 1860 they were living in Bourbon 
County, Kansas Territory. An apparently widowed Lewis Cross can be found in the 1870 
Census for Jackson County, Illinois. 


There is sufficient information given about most of the rest of Tamsen’s children for them to be 
located in Census records, where it would be possible to learn more about their families. But it 


4” Carry Me Back... The Story of the Roddens, Rawdens, Rodens and Allied Families by Paul G. Rodden 
(1980), pages 97 & 98. 

48 Missouri Secretary of State, Death Certificates, Registration District 566, Primary Registration District 
3030, Registered #94, File Number 33714, Rodden, M. C. 

4° Missouri Secretary of State, Death Certificates, Registration District 125, Primary Registration District 
2189, Registered #107, File Number 19735, Bawcum, Mrs. Mary (mistranscribed as Bowcum). 
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is worth discussing Rachel Baker and her husband Ezekiel Clark, as doing so helps clear up 
some confusion about Alexander Rodden. 


Rachel and Ezekiel married on 20 Apr 1825 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. Rachel is 
found as a widow in Dwelling 44 of the 1850 Census for Union County, Illinois. Living next door 
in Dwelling 43 was her brother, Abel Baker, and in Dwelling 42 was her daughter Cassandra 
and son-in-law Alexander Rodden. The latter couple had married in Benton County, Tennessee. 
Alexander had lived next to his brother William for a time in Carroll County, Tennessee, before 
migrating to Illinois. That leaves no doubt about Alexander’s connection to the Clarks and 
Bakers. And in the 1870 Census, he is listed as Upton Rodden, so his full name was Upton 
Alexander Rodden. 


Thus, the children of Jonathan and Tamsen (Rodden) Baker were [Rodden grooms are 
underlined, as these three men will be discussed together in the section presented next]: 

1. Kissander W. Baker, b. 1804. She married Lewis Cross on 24 Feb 1829 in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 

2. George Baker, b. 1805, d. 1827 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 

3. Rachel Baker, b. 1806. She married Ezekiel W. Clark on 20 Apr 1825 in Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina. 

a. Cassandra Clark, b. 1826. She married Upton Alexander Rodden on 3 Mar 
1842 in Benton County, Tennessee. 

4. Judith Elizabeth Baker, b. 1810. She married Benjamin Rodden on 22 Sep 1829 in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina.°° 

5. Abel Baker, b. 1814. He married Ann Eliza Elmore, likely in Benton County, 
Tennessee. 

6. Benjamin Jackson Baker, b. 1816. He married Melinda Caroline Sanders on 10 Aug 
1843 in Benton County, Tennessee. 

7. Rosa Adaline Baker, b. 1819. She married William Rodden, likely in Benton County, 
Tennessee. 

8. Jonathan Aaron Baker, b. 1821. He married Matilda Catherine Sanders on 24 Dec 
1846 in Benton County, Tennessee. 

9. Jacob David Baker, b. 17 Apr 1822. He married Elizabeth Jane Sanders on 3 Feb 
1848 in Benton County, Tennessee. 


5° Public records show that their children were: Rachel, Jonathan W., Harriet, Isabella Jane, Benjamin 
David and William Pinkney. Jonathan W. and Benjamin both died fighting for the Union Army during the 
Civil War. 
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Census Analysis: Tamsen (Rodden) Baker 
iD | Sex 1810 | 1820 | 1830 | 1840 | Children 
TBO1 |F 1801- | 1805- See Kissander W. Baker, b. 1804 
1810 | 1810 NOTE 
below 
TBO2 |M 1801- | 1805- George Baker, b. 1805 
1810 | 1810 
TBO3 |F 1801- | 1805- Rachel Baker, b. 1806 
1810 | 1810 
TB04 |F 1801- | 1805- Judith Elizabeth Baker, b. 1810 
1810 | 1810 
TBO5 |M 1810- | 1815- Abel Baker, b. 1814 
1820 1820 
TBO6 |M 1810- | 1815- Benjamin Jackson Baker, b. 1816 
1820 1820 
TBO7 |F 1810- | 1815- Rosa Adaline Baker, b. 1819 
1820 1820 
TBO8 |M 1820- Jonathan Aaron Baker, b. 1821 
1825 
TB08 wn Jacob David Baker, b. 1822 
1825 


TOTAL —ű| 


NOTE: In the ies Census, ESER is L and he appears to be living in the household 
of one of his children. Including that Census would unnecessarily muddy the waters. 
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Benjamin Rodden, Junior 


Benjamin Rodden was born in 1789. In early 1806, at age 16, he was apprenticed to learn a 
trade, whichlikely ended when he turned 21 years old: 


“Ordered that Benjamin Rodden aged 16 % be bound to Matthew Pitman to 
learn the trade of a turner and give him six months schooling and the customary 
cloathing [sic] allowed by law and at the expiration of his apprenticeship to give 
him a horse to be worth fifty dollars and tools necessary for his trade.” 


Benjamin married Betsy Williamson on 30 Dec 1807 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
He and his brothers Jackson and William were the only sons of Benjamin Jackson, Senior who 
ventured west, and both Benjamin and Jackson (who also apprenticed under Matthew Pitman) 
were enumerated in Marion County, Tennessee in 1840. 


Seven of Benjamin’s children are identified in his 1850 Census household in Jackson County, 
Alabama, so there’s no need to discuss them further, except to note that there is an eight or nine 
year gap in the ages of his children. The youngest five were born after 1835. This looks 
suspiciously like: 

1. He had five grandchildren living with him, or 

2. He had remarried before 1835, or 

3. That two or more of his children of that age range had died prematurely. 


Many people erroneously believe that Betsy had died by 1829, because in that year there is a 
Benjamin Rodden who had married Elizabeth Baker in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 
That is easily disproved, because the 1830 Census for Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 
shows two Benjamin Rodden households, one of which contained a young couple with no 
children, who were clearly the subjects of the 1829 marriage (and there weren't two recent Ben 
Rodden marriages prior to 1830). We'll return to the younger Ben later. 


Only one suspect was found, Abner Rodden, whom we'll discuss later, who might have been a 
son who fathered those five younger children. He died about two years before the youngest of 
the five, who can be clearly proven to have been the sister of one of her other four siblings born 
a dozen years before her. So the five youngest were not his children. 


If Betsy had died and Ben had remarried in Tennessee, that would explain the age gap. As 
would the early deaths of two or more children during that gap. We'll never know which is the 
case, given the lack of marriage records in Marion County, Tennessee in that time period. 
However, the given name and age of his wife in 1850 is consistent with that of the woman he 
married in 1807. Lacking any direct evidence to the contrary, it is probably best to presume that 
Ben had only married once. 
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Examination of Ben’s Census households reveals that, in addition to the children listed in his 
1850 Census record, he had five additional sons (though one had died young) and five 
additional daughters. Let's try to figure out what became of them. 


The Older Children 


On 3 Oct 1827, Benjamin Rodden posted the bond for the marriage of Dicey Rodden and John 
Rodden in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. Benjamin was clearly the father or brother of 
one or the other of these people. Their marriage suggests that Dicey was born about 1809 
(recorded as 1815 in the 1860 Census) and that John was born about 1806. As will be shown 
shortly, there is another, more likely suspect than John who matches the only male with a 
compatible age range in Ben’s composite Census household. So Dicey was likely Ben’s 
daughter, and she does fit the age range of the oldest daughter in his composite Census 
household. 


In 1860, Dicey was living in the household of her first cousin, Keziah (Rodden) Bradshaw, whom 
we discussed near the beginning of this Chapter, in the section about William Rodden. Also 
living in the same household was Martha Rodden, who was also a daughter of William Rodden. 
The same household contained Benjamin Rodden, b. 1843, who was likely Dicey’s son. Could 
Dicey have been William’s daughter, as were all the other Roddens in that household? Not at 
all likely, since only his oldest daughter, Meli Carline, was close to being old enough to marry in 
1827, and Dicey is not a known nickname for either of her given names (and she had a younger 
sister named Mary). 


Polly Rodden married John Hartgrove on 15 May 1830 in Mecklenburg County, implying she 
was born around 1812. They are found there in the 1830 Census, but what became of them is 
unknown. The age range of one of Ben’s daughters in his 1820 Census record matches Polly, 
but she is not found in his 1830 Census record. And, mysteriously, a person of that age range 
reappears in his 1840 Census household. Whether Polly was Ben’s daughter, or the daughter 
of one of his siblings, is impossible to know. But his family has the only instance of what looks 
to have been a widowed daughter rejoining the household. She married too soon to have been 
William’s daughter Mary, who was born in 1816. 


We've already identified all of the daughters of Lewis Rodden and Upton Rodden whose age 
range was compatible with Polly’s presumed year of birth. She could not have been their 
daughter. She does not match any of the clearly identified children of William Rodden. She 
could only have been the daughter of either Jackson Rodden or Benjamin Rodden. There 
seems to be good circumstantial evidence of the identity of a daughter of Jackson’s of the same 
age range, as will be discussed after this section. That leaves Benjamin as the only remaining 
suspect. Though the point is probably moot, since nothing is known of her or any potential 
children she may have had. 


The other daughters either died young or were likely married in Marion County, Tennessee or 
Jackson County, Alabama, where marriage records are not extant during the period of interest. 
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In the minutes book of the Mud Creek Primitive Baptist Church in Hollywood, Jackson County, 
Alabama are the following entries of possible interest:** 


“A list of sisters names in 1843 

19. Mary Roden, dead 1848 

25. Mary Rodden, deceased (no date) 

31. Nancy Rodden, dismissed by letter 1856 
“A list of brothers names in 1843 

17. William Roden, deceased 1853 

21. Abner Rodden, deceased Nov 1847” 


In the above, William “Roden,” who died in 1853, would appear to be Benjamin’s brother 
William, and Mary “Roden,” was likely his wife. Was the use of Roden vs. Rodden intentional, to 
distinguish William’s family from that of his brother Benjamin’s? 


Abner Rodden is a curiosity. He is found in tax lists of Rhea County, Tennessee in 1833 and in 
Marion County, Tennessee in 1836, but no 1840 Census record was found for him. The tax 
records imply that Abner was born by 1812. He may have been the father of any of several 
“stray” Roddens who show up in the 1860 Census for Jackson County, Alabama, though proving 
which ones is likely an impossibility. 


The important thing is that Mud Creek Church was a neighborhood church, so members lived 
very nearby. We know all the identities of William Rodden’s children, and he clearly was not his 
son. There is also only evidence that William and Benjamin Rodden had settled in Jackson 
County, Alabama (though Jackson had lived just across the state line in Tennessee). Logic 
suggests that Abner was likely Benjamin’s son, unless it could be shown that he could not be a 
match to anyone in Benjamin’s composite Census household. As discussed earlier, it is not 
likely that he was the father of the five youngest children in Benjamin Rodden, Junior’s 1850 
Census household. 


West Tennessee 


In the previous section about Tamsen (Rodden) Baker, it was noted that two of her daughters 
and one granddaughter had married Roddens. Those men were Benjamin Rodden Ill, William 
Rodden and Upton Alexander Rodden. 


In the 1850 Census for Benton County, Tennessee, there is the household of Benjamin Rodden 
III and his wife Judith. The Census states that he was born in 1805. It appears that in 1840 he 
had lived in Weakley County, Tennessee. He is listed in tax lists of Benton County in 1837 and 
1838, and in Carroll County, Tennessee in 1836. 


51 North Alabama Valley Leaves (Huntsville, Alabama), Volume 9, No. 3, March 1975, Mud Creek 
Primitive Baptist Church Members (1814, 1829, 1843), pages 105 and 106, 


https://huntsvillehistorycollection.org/hhc/vi/docs/Valley_ Leaves v09n03 March 1975.pdf?a=vl 
accessed 15 Jan 2023. 
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There is no way to directly prove that Ben III was the son of Ben Jr. The closest we can come is 
to look at who else was living in that same general area of West Tennessee at the same time. 
Which is what the analysis behind Appendix 3: Migrating Males was intended to do. It identified 
three male Roddens who are found in records of the abutting counties of either Benton County, 
Tennessee or Carroll County, Tennessee. Those men were Ben, William and Alexander. The 
same three men married daughters and a granddaughter of Tamsen (Rodden) Baker, who had 
lived in Benton County, Tennessee. 


Marrying into the same family was a familiar sibling trait in rural areas during this period. As 
was migrating with other close family members, especially parents and siblings. Only a few 
years of tax records are available for the counties of interest to us from the mid-1830s to 1850. 
But let’s see what those few records suggest. 


William appeared in tax lists in Benton County, Tennessee in 1836, 1837 and 1838. In 1837, 
Benjamin Rodden appeared in the entry immediately following his, but they were living in 
different districts there in 1838.°° William Rodden is found in the 1850 Census for Carroll 
County, Tennessee. He is also found there in tax lists of 1848 and 1849, as is Alexander 
Rodden, who was not listed there in the Census. 


The 1850 Census tells us that Ben was born in 1805, William was born in 1813, and that 
Alexander was living in Union County, Illinois. The most definitive record of the latter’s age 
(which varies considerably in other records) was his Civil War enlistment record, which states he 
was born in 1821 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 


The only Rodden household that has matching males with age ranges that correspond to the 
years of birth of these three men was that of Benjamin Rodden, Junior. They pretty much had 
to have been Benjamin’s sons, though that clearly conflicts with what is believed about 
Alexander, as will be discussed shortly. 


We've already discussed Ben III in this section. William was also discussed earlier, in the 
section about Tamsen (Rodden) Baker, so there is no sense in digging any deeper into the lives 
of those two men. Most of what is known of them can be found in their 1850 and later Census 
records. 


Alexander’s 1850 Census records (which shows he was born in 1830) includes his wife 
Cassandra (Clark). As discussed earlier, at that time he was living next to his brother-in-law, 
Abel Baker, and his mother-in-law Rachel (Baker) Clark. 


On 3 Mar 1842, Alexander had married Cassandra Clark in Benton County, Tennessee. The 
1860 Census has his name as Upton, born 1825, but his wife and children from 1850 are still 
with him. Thus, his full name was Upton Alexander Rodden. 


52 Tennessee, Benton County, Tax Lists, 1836-1838, FHL microfilm #008658619, images 20, 47 and 75 of 
881. 
53 Tennessee, Benton County, Tax Lists, 1837, FHL microfilm #008658619, image 48 of 881. 
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He enlisted in Company E, 31st Illinois Infantry on 26 Aug 1861, and was discharged at Field, 
Mississippi on 1 Jan 1863.° He did not live to see the 1870 Census, but he survived the War, 
since his widow had additional children born after his discharge date. 


Most people believe Upton Alexander Rodden to have been the son of Upton Rodden, though 
records clearly show that the elder Upton never ventured west. Using the same fractured logic, 
it should be presumed that Gabriel Lindsay Rodden (for whom there is direct proof that he was 
the son of Jackson Rodden) must have been the son of Gabriel Rodden. Available facts show 
that it was far more likely that Upton Alexander Rodden was the son of Benjamin Rodden, 
Junior, and that he had ventured west along with his siblings. 


Thus we've identified the following children of Benjamin Rodden, Junior: 

1. Benjamin Rodden Ill, b. 1808. He married Judith Elizabeth Baker on 22 Sep 1829 in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 

2. Dicey Rodden, b. 1809. She married John Rodden on 3 Oct 1827 in Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina. 

3. Polly Rodden, b. 1812. She married John Hartgrove on 15 May 1830 in Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina. 

4. William Rodden, b. 1813. He married Rosa Adaline Baker, probably in Carroll County, 
Tennessee about 1837. 

5. Abner E. Rodden, b. 1818, d. Nov 1847. 

6. Upton Alexander Rodden, b. 1821. He married Cassandra Clark on 3 Mar 1842 in 
Benton County, Tennessee. 

7. Washington Rodden, b. 1824. 

Susan Rodden, b. 1827. 

9. Sophronia Rodden, b. 1835. She married William M. Ford on 23 Jun 1864 in Massac 
County, Illinois. 

10. John Rodden, b. 1837. He served in Company K, 29th Illinois Infantry during the Civil 
War, having enlisted in Massac County, Illinois. He died 29 May 1864 in Natchez, 
Mississippi. 

11. Amanda Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1837. She married James W. Leek on 13 Mar 1860 in 
Massac County, Illinois. 

12. Henry H. Rodden, b. 1843. Like his brother John, he served in Company K, 29th Illinois 
Infantry during the Civil War and had enlisted in Massac County, Illinois. He was 
transferred to the Invalid Corps on 26 Oct 1863. 

13. Catherine Malinda Rodden, b. Jun 1850. She married Hugh White Reed on 2 Nov 
1865 in Massac County, Illinois. 


œo 


On the following page is the composite Census analysis for the family of Benjamin Rodden, 
Junior, showing that the above children match the age and gender attributes described in his 
Census records from 1810 to 1850. 


5 Illinois Secretary of State, Illinois Civil War Muster and Descriptive Rolls Report Online Database, 
Upton A. Rodden, accessed 19 Dec 2022. 
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Census Analysis: Benjamin Rodden, Junior 


[om [seo [ve [mee U 
BRO1 1808- | 1808- Benjamin Rodden, b. 1808. He married 
1810 | 1810 Judith Elizabeth Baker* in 1829. 
BRO2 |M 1810- | 1810- William Rodden, b. 1813. He married 
1820 | 1815 Rosa Adaline Baker.* 
1820 | 1820 | 1820 


BRO4 |M 1810- | 1815- | 1820- Upton Alexander Rodden, b. 1821. He 
1820 |1820 | 1825 married Cassandra Clark in 1842. 
1820 
BROG we) | eles | | Washington Rodden, b. 1824. 
1830 | 1830 


1840 
os a ae 


*= ca A Tamsen (Rodden) Baker. 


[Sex |1810 1820 | 1830 | 1840 | 1850 | DAUGHTERS 
BRO1 |F 1808- | 1808- Dicey Rodden, b. 1809. She married 
1810 |1810 John Rodden.* 
BR02 |F 1810- 1810- Polly Rodden, b. 1812. Married John 
4820 1820 Hartgrove in 1830. 
BRO3 |F 1810- | 1815- | 1810- ? 
1820 |1820 |1820 
1825 
BRO5 |F 1820- Probably died youn 
ee Susan Rodden, b. 1827. 
1830 | 1825 
ae ee Sophronia Rodden, b. 1835. 


* = Child of Upton Rodden. 
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Jackson Rodden 


Jackson Rodden, born around 25 Dec 1786, was the middle child of Benjamin and Keziah 
(Williamson) Rodden. In early 1806 he was apprenticed to learn a trade: 


“Ordered that Jackson Rodden aged 19 years last Christmas be bound to 
Matthew Pitman to serve one year and eleven months to learn the trade of a 
turner and the customary cloathing [sic] allowed by law and when he is free to 
furnish him with all necessary tools for his trade.” 


After completing his apprenticeship, he married Polly Corum on 10 Feb 1810 in Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina. They remained there until after the 1830 Census. By 1840 they were 
living in Marion County, Tennessee, where Benjamin Rodden, Junior was also living. 


The published biography of one of Jackson’s sons, Gabriel L. Rodden, confirms some of these 
details and adds some more:*° 


“He [Gabriel L. Rodden] is a native of North Carolina, born near Charlotte 
September 15, 1823. On the paternal side he is descended from an old family of 
that state, while on the maternal side he represents an equally old Virginian 
family. Both of his grandfathers served in the Revolutionary war. Jackson 
Rodden, his father, was born in North Carolina in 1788 [sic], and was married, in 
that state, to Miss Mary Corum, who is closely connected with the historic Settle 
family of North Carolina. One of her brothers was a soldier in the war of 1812 and 
was killed at the Battle of New Orleans. Six children were born to them in North 
Carolina, after which they removed to Tennessee and there four children were 
added to the family. Subsequently he, with his wife and three children, took up his 
abode in Arkansas, but he was not long permitted to enjoy his new home, for at 
the end of one year he departed this life, in 1852, being then sixty- four years of 
age. His wife long survived him and attained to a ripe old age.” 


The last statement seems to be hyperbolic, because in March 1860, Mary Rodden, age 70 from 
North Carolina, died in Jackson County, Illinois from “winter fever.” Several of her children 
migrated to that area after her husband’s death. 


While it is claimed that Jackson Rodden had ten children, Census records appear to show as 
many as twelve children (though perhaps four of them died young). His earliest known child to 
have been born in Tennessee was Zenith Jackson Rodden, in 1832. 


In 1850, Jackson Rodden was enumerated in Jackson County, Arkansas living with his wife 
Mary and three children: Lucy b. 1825, Jackson b. 1832 and Abigail b. 1835. No estate or land 
records were found for him there. 


5 A Volume of Memoirs and Genealogy of Representative Citizens of Northern California by Standard 
Genealogical Publishing Company (1901), page 689. 
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Shortly after the death of his father, in late 1853 (a few months after his marriage to Susan 
Elmore) Zenith Jackson Rodden made a land entry near the property of his first cousin William 
A. Rodden in Jackson County, Illinois, and about two miles south of the property of his uncle, 
Abram Hanks. These three properties, located just southwest of Ava, Illinois, all fronted on S. 
Keller Street (State Highway 151), as shown in the plot below. In the plot, each square is 
approximately one quarter mile on each side, thus Abram Hanks and Zenith Jackson Rodden 
lived two miles apart: 
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And in the 1860 Census for Jackson County, Illinois we find the above three households, plus 
one other household of interest: 

1. Judah (Rodden) Hanks, Dwelling 592. 

2. Ruth Ann (Rodden) Elmore, Dwelling 590. 

3. William A. Rodden, Dwelling 589. 

4. Zenith Jackson Rodden, Dwelling 584. 


As just mentioned, it seems it was Zenith Jackson Rodden’s mother, Mary (Williamson) Rodden, 
b. 1790 in North Carolina, who had died in Jackson County of winter fever in Mar 1860. The 
above suggests that she had moved there with her youngest son and a daughter, to be near her 
sister-in-law and her husband’s nephew. 


Next, let’s take a closer look at Ruth Ann (Rodden) Elmore. 
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Two Daughters? 


In his book, Paul G. Rodden states:°° 


“Ruby Moore (Mrs. Floyd L. Moore), of Arlington, Virginia, has been engaged in 
a lengthy and frustrating search for some of her husband's RODDEN ancestors. 
Floyd L. Moore's mother was born in 1888 in Union County, Illinois, a 
granddaughter of SARAH JAMIMAH RODDEN Davis, and a daughter of Mary 
Ann Davis Corzine, whose Family Bible has provided much of the information 
which Mrs. Moore shares with us. From the Bible they know that SARAH J. and 
RUTH ANN RODDEN were sisters who were born within eleven miles of 
Charlotte in Mecklenburg County. SARAH JAMIMAH is "supposed to have been" 
nineteen years old when she joined the Baptist Church in Mecklenburg County. 
Tradition has it that the family went to Tennessee soon afterward. Since 
SARAH's birthdate is given as December 13, 1811, it was in 1830, probably, that 
her church membership was pledged and probably during the decade of the 
1830s that the move to Tennessee took place. This fits with Mrs. Moore's 
conjecture, unproven as she points out, that SARAH J. and RUTH ANN were 
daughters of JACKSON RODDEN...” 


“Family tradition has it that in later years, RUTH ANN and SARAH JAMIMAH 
lived on adjoining properties between which a back gate afforded easy access.” 


Per the 1900 Census, Ruth Ann was born Jul 1832, and Sarah Jamimah was born Dec 1811. 
Both women married after 1840, as they appear to match to two daughters of appropriate age 
ranges in Jackson Rodden’s 1840 Census household. 


Only William, Jackson and Benjamin Rodden are likely suspects to have been the father of Ruth 
and Sarah. They do not match any of the clearly identified children of William Rodden. There is 
no match for Ruth Ann in Benjamin’s Census households. Only Jackson Rodden’s 1840 
Census record has two daughters whose age ranges fit when these women were born. 

Jackson Rodden is by far the best fit to have been their father. 


Sarah Jemimah (Rodden) Davis and her children are found in the 1850 Census for Marion 
County, Tennessee, which also fits the possibility that she was Jackson’s daughter, as that is 
where he had been living just prior to his move to Arkansas. Sarah died in 1909, and her death 
certificate states that she was born in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina.*’ 


Ruth Ann Rodden had married Peter Kimmel Elmore in Jackson County, Illinois in 1854, who 
was the brother of Zenith Rodden’s wife, Susan Elmore. When Peter died there on 23 Oct 
1860, his wife “Rutha Ann,” was administratrix. She and their son Lafayette Elmore were the 


5 Carry Me Back... The Story of the Roddens, Rawdens, Rodens and Allied Families by Paul G. Rodden 
(1980), pages 126 to 128. 
57 Illinois, Union County, Death Certificates, Book 4, page 44, Sarah Jemimah Davis, FHL microfilm 
#007621898, image 54 of 452. 

The Roddens of Essex County, Virginia Colony and Mecklenburg 


County, North Carolina by Steve Malone Page 62 


only heirs. William A. Rodden (William’s son) and Zenith Jackson Rodden (Jackson’s son) 
posted bond.°® 


When Ruth died in Union County, Illinois on 21 Oct 1912, the informant was Mrs. Wilson 
Corzine, who was the daughter of Robert Green and Sarah Jemimah (Rodden) Davis.® Thus, 
the Bible record stating these women were sisters is corroborated by the death certificates of 
these two women. And the 1860 Census for Jackson County, Illinois and analysis of Jackson 
Rodden’s Census households confirms that the two women were Jackson Rodden’s daughters. 


A Son in Kentucky? 


Aside from John Rodden being found in the 1840 Census for Marion County, Tennessee, there 
isn’t much to associate him with Jackson Rodden, or any other Roddens, for that matter. And in 
that Census the two men were not living close to one another, though he had recently been 
married and had one infant daughter. 


He is found in the 1850 Census for Graves County, Kentucky, where it shows that those of his 
children born before 1845 were born in Tennessee, whereas those after were born in Kentucky. 
His tax records show that he lived in Marshall County, Kentucky from 1847 to 1849,® then in 
abutting Graves County, Kentucky from 1850 to 1853,°* and finally back to Marshall County from 
1854 to 1861, when his youngest son was born. 


Death records of a few of John’s children show that his wife was Eliza Allen. Her parents are 
said to have been Josiah and Elizabeth (Baker) Allen, who married in Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina on 18 May 1818. Elizabeth was the sister-in-law of Tamsen (Rodden) Baker - 
Jonathan Baker’s sister. Josiah was also listed in the 1840 Census for Marion County, 
Tennessee, though not near John Rodden. He appears in tax lists for Marshall County, 
Kentucky from 1847 until 1856, after which point his widow starts paying the taxes.® 


Autosomal DNA results of three different Rodden descendants leave little doubt that John 
Rodden was related to one of the three Roddens who migrated west: William, Benjamin or 
Jackson. As yet, neither Benjamin nor Jackson have been found to have a son named John. 
All the possible matches for him in Benjamin’s family have already been identified, as described 
in the previous section. That would leave Jackson as the only possible father of John. 
Jackson’s children were the most likely to wander away from their father, so that fits. Getting 


58 Illinois, Jackson County, Probate Files, Division A, Box 19, File 748, Peter Elmore. 

59 Illinois, Union County, Death Certificates, Book 5, page 254, Ruth Ann Rodden, FHL microfilm 
#007621898, image 240 of 452. 

8° Kentucky, Marshall County, Tax Lists, 1847-49, FHL microfilm #008188183, images 126, 172, and 189 
of 921. 

ê Kentucky, Graves County, Tax Lists, 1850-53, FHL microfilm #008140964, images 889 and 928 of 968, 
and FHL microfilm #008188357, images 52 and 113 of 730 

82 Kentucky, Marshall County, Tax Lists, 1854, 1856 and 1859-61, FHL microfilm #008188183, images 
366, 440, 552, 591 and 634 of 921. 

83 Kentucky, Marshall County, Tax Lists, 1847-1856, FHL microfilm #008188183, images 117, 149, 213, 
248, 281, 313, 346, 381 and 416 of 921. 
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from Marion County, Tennessee to Marshall County, Kentucky was as simple as floating down 
the Tennessee River, so it is easy to explain John’s northwestward migration. And when John 
died, several of his children followed many other Roddens to Southern Illinois, settling in 
Massac and Johnson Counties (likely by floating down the Tennessee and Ohio Rivers). 


A Son in Arkansas? 


In the 1840 Census of Marion County, Tennessee, where Jackson had made a land entry on 
200 acres, listed immediately after him was James Rodden, and two households before him 
was Joseph Rodden. Both men were between 20 and 29 years old: James’ household 
contained no children, while Joseph’s contained one. Analysis of Jackson’s Census records 
shows that he only had one son of this age range. Neither man followed the same migration 
patterns as Jackson’s proven children. 


James’s widow and children are found in Census records of Jackson County, Alabama, where 
William Rodden and Benjamin Rodden Junior both died. As noted earlier in this chapter, James 
was likely William’s son, though there are scant facts to support that theory. 


Aside from that 1840 Census record, virtually nothing else ties Joseph Rodden to Jackson 
Rodden, though there is a strong belief among his descendants that Jackson was his father. An 
1850 Census record for him has not been found, and he did not migrate to near where any of 
Jackson Rodden’s other children are known to have gone. He is said to have married Cynthia 
Lucinda Pittman, which implies a connection back to Mecklenburg County. Joseph is found only 
in the Census for 1860 (b. 1814) and for 1880 (b. 1803), while Cynthia is also found in the 1900 
Census. In the 1880 Census and a few tax lists, his name is given as Joseph C. Rodden. 
There are more than enough autosomal DNA matches to his descendants to be certain that he 
was the son of either William, Benjamin or Jackson Rodden. He clearly was not William’s son, 
as he was not listed in his Bible record. And all of Benjamin’s sons of his age range are already 
accounted for. By process of elimination, he had to have been Jackson’s son. His close 
proximity to Jackson Rodden in 1840 greatly increases the odds that this is a correct 
assumption. 


The 1880 tax list for Pike County, Arkansas tells us where he was living then: the west part of 
the Southwest quarter of Section 8, Township 9, Range 23,™ but he was no longer living there 
on the next available tax list, which wasn’t until 1894.°° 


In 1898 and 1899, Joseph C. Rodden was living next to his son Joseph L. Rodden in Clark 
County, Arkansas.® And in 1900, his widow was living with Joseph L. Rodden, suggesting that 
Joseph died between when taxes were paid in 1899 and when the Census was enumerated in 
1900. 


4 Arkansas, Pike County, Tax Lists, 1880, page 18, FHL microfilm #008743886, image 22 of 398. 

85 Arkansas, Pike County, Tax Lists, 1894, page 28, FHL microfilm #008743886, image149 of 398. 

8° Arkansas, Clark County, Tax Lists, 1898 and 1899, FHL microfilm #008750454, images 90 and 248 of 
810. 
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Thus, based upon the above, Jackson Rodden’s children include: 


1. 


Sarah Jemima Rodden, b. 1811. She married Robert Green Davis in Tennessee, likely 
in Marion County. 

Joseph Carmon Rodden, b. 1815. He is said to have married Lucinda Cynthia 
Pittman. 


. John Rodden, b. 1815. He married Eliza Allen, the daughter of Josiah and Elizabeth 


(Baker) Allen. Elizabeth (Baker) Allen was the sister-in-law of Tamsen (Rodden) 
Baker. 

Ruth Ann Rodden, b. 1822. She married first Peter Kimmel Elmore on 25 Jun 1854 in 
Jackson County, Illinois. Her second marriage was to John T. Wise on 14 Nov 1874 in 
Jackson County, Illinois. 

Gabriel L. Rodden, b. 15 Sep 1823. He married Elizabeth N. Ditto on 15 Jun 1857 in 
Jackson County, Alabama. 

Lucy Rodden, b. 1825. 

Zenith Jackson Rodden, b. 1832. He married Susan Lambert Elmore on 14 Jul 1853 
in Jackson County, Illinois 

Abigail Rodden, b. 1835. 
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Census Analysis: Jackson Rodden 


JRO1 1810- | 1810- Joseph Carmon Rodden, b. 1815 in North 
1820 | 1815 Carolina. He married 
JRO2 1810- Died young. 
1820 
JRO3 1810- | 1815- | 1810- | John Rodden, b. 1820 in North Carolina. 
1820 | 1820 | 1820 
JRO4 1825- | 1820- | Gabriel Lindsay Rodden, b. 1824 in North 
1830 | 1825 | Carolina. 
JRO5 1825- Died young. 
1830 
JRO6 1830- | Zenith Jackson Rodden, b. 1832 in 
1835 | Tennessee. 


iD 1810 | 1820 | 1830 | 1840 | DAUGHTERS 
JRO1 | 1810 |1810- | 1800- | 1810- | Sarah Jemimah Rodden, b. 1811 in North 
1820 | 1810 | 1820 | Carolina. 
JRO2 1810- Probably died young. 
1820 
JRO3 1820- | 1820- | Ruth Ann Rodden, b. 1822 in North Carolina. 
1825 | 1825 
JRO4 1825- | 1825- | Lucy Rodden, b. 1825 in North Carolina. 
1830 | 1830 
JRO5 1825- Probably died young. 
1830 
JRO6 Lae 1835- | Abigail Rodden, b. 1835 in Tennessee. 
1840 
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Chapter 6: The Williamsons 


A secondary purpose of this book is to learn more about the Williamsons. Since John Rodden, 
Senior had married first Susanna Williamson, and second Mary, the widow of Susanna’s brother 
William Williamson, it was worth exploring where researching the Williamson line would lead. 
Fortunately, in 1912 others had already done a lot of the heavy lifting, which helped to separate 
our more humble Williamson ancestors from some of the landed gentry of the same surname, 
who happened to live in the same vicinity (underlined individuals will be discussed further). 


“In Rappahannock County contemporaneous with James Williamson and his 
children, there was another family of Williamson, who evidently were of a 
different social class, judging by the fact that without exception all of them from 
the middle of the 17th Century to the 19th, made their marks signing their wills 
and deeds. The first of these was Thomas Williamson, who with Evan Davis 
had a grant for 900 acres in 1663. He seems to have come from York County. In 
1669 Thomas X Williamson, Sr., deeded land belonging to wife Katherine's 
former husband, Richard Hubbell: and in 1671 he deeded land to children of 
son Thomas Williamson. The Essex records show the following wills of this 
family: James X Williamson, 1717; Joana X Williamson, deed as exec of 
father, John Williamson, dec’d, 1716; John X Williamson, 1742; Wm. X 
Williamson, 1742; Edward X Williamson, 1748; Thos. X Williamson, 1765; 
Wm. X Williamson, 1775; Alice X Williamson, 1800; Thomas X Williamson, 
1802; Wm. X Williamson, 1804; and across the river in Richmond County, 
Jonah X Williamson, deed in 1707.”°’ 


Essex County, Virginia was created from Old Rappahannock County, which was created from 
Lancaster County in 1656. Prior to that, the area had briefly been part of York County prior to 
1651 and Charles River County in 1643. The records for Old Rappahannock County are held 
with those of Essex County. 


It is important here to state that the information that follows was greatly facilitated by the online 
family tree Early Colonial Settlers of Southern Maryland and Virginia’s Northern Neck.® For the 
Williamsons of interest to us, the site provided transcribed copies of early deeds, wills and other 
primary source records, so it wasn’t necessary to construct the detailed timelines found in the 
other parts of this book. 


Our Williamson line begins with Thomas Williamson, the elder, who with Evan Davis on 22 Apr 
1663 received a patent to 356 acres on Dragon Swamp. Davis sold his interest in the land to 
Thomas a short time later, on 26 May 1663. 


8’ The Descendants of Capt. Thomas Carter of “Barford”, Lancaster County, Virginia, 1652-1912 by 
Joseph Lyon Miller and Effie Shelton Campbell (1912), page 104. 
88 https://www.colonial-settlers-md-va.us/, accessed 1 Dec 2022. 
8° Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 1, page 319. 
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Thomas gifted a cow to his son, Thomas Williamson the younger in 1671.’° The elder Thomas 
had by 1669 married Katherine, the widow of Richard Hubbert.” He died by 1674, when Henry 
Clarke, aged 40, testified that Thomas Williamson had said that he wished his entire estate to 
go to his son, James Day.” 


In 1668, Thomas Williamson the younger purchased 214 acres of land from John and Anne 
Coale. The property was originally patented by Jno. Maddison, and was bounded by the 
properties of Evan Davis, Francis Wells and Jno. Chin.” He and his wife Mary sold the property 
in 1673 to Thomas Goodrich.” 


Thomas Williamson’s will was proved at court on 10 May 1695. It named his sons: Leonard, 
William, John and Thomas. 


John Williamson inherited land on Mire Branch abutting his brother Leonard.’ He sold that land 
to William Brizendine in 1728.’° A deed in 1719 for 100 acres on the Dragon Swamp shows that 
his wife was Elizabeth Shepard, the daughter of Jerimiah Shepard and Elizabeth Richards, and 
granddaughter of William Richards.” 


John Williamson died in Jan 1744, having written his will in 1741. It names his wife and children, 
most of whom will be discussed in the section that follows. His daughter Susanna’s descendants 
have already been adequately explored in the first parts of this book. 


William Williamson died in Mar 1775, leaving a will that named his wife Mary and his children, 
who will be discussed in the section that follows. The family of his daughter Keziah, who married 
Benjamin Rodden, has already been discussed. 


Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 4, page 245. 

” Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 4, page 97 

72 Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 5, page 245. 

3 Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 4, page 235. 

74 Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 5, page 128. 

75 Record Abstracts of Essex County, Virginia by Ruth and Sam Sparacio (1991) page 324. 
6 Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 18, page 352. 

7 Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 16, page 107. 
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Williamson Pedigree 


As established by the foregoing facts, the descendant of Thomas Williamson, the elder are as 
follows: 


1. Thomas Williamson, the elder, d. about 1673.787? 
a. Thomas Williamson, the younger, d. May 1695.®° 
i. Leonard Williamson. 
ii. William Williamson. 
iii. John Williamson, b. Before 1684, d. Jan 1744.** He married Elizabeth 
Shepard.® 
1. Elizabeth Williamson, m. Edward Taylor. 
2. Susanna Williamson, m. John Rodden. 
a. See Chapter 1. 
3. Henry Williamson. 
John Williamson. 
5. Leonard Williamson, d. 1770.8 
a. Henry Williamson. 
6. Thomas Williamson, d. Sep 1765. He married Alice MNU.®°° 
John Williamson. 
Abraham Williamson. 
James Williamson. 
Vincent Williamson. 
Luke Williamson. 
Elizabeth Williamson. Married Cawthorn. 
Thomas Williamson. 
William Williamson. 
Richard Williamson. 
Jean Williamson. Married Byrom. 
Rachel Williamson. Married first Akers and second 
Brizendine. 
|. Ann Williamson. Married Byrom. 
7. William Williamson, m. Mary MNU. 
a. Keziah Williamson, m. Benjamin Rodden, Senior Mar 
1777. 
i. See Chapter 4. 


> 


ATU sem ooaooDp 


18 Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 4, page 245, FHL Microfilm #007645201, image 65 of 426. 

19 Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 5, page 245, FHL Microfilm #007645201, image 65 of 426. 

8° Virginia, Essex County, Wills, Book 1694-1695, page 342. 

81 Virginia, Essex County, Wills, Book 12, page 253, FHL Microfilm #007645971, image 445 of 588. 

82 Virginia, Essex County, Deeds, Book 16, pages 107-109, FHL Microfilm #007645201, image 65 of 426. 
83 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 27, page 362, FHL Microfilm #007856406, image 309 of 
580. 

84 Virginia, Essex County, Wills, Book 12, page 196, FHL Microfilm #007645973, image 354 of 572. 

85 Virginia, Essex County, Wills, Book 16, page 358, FHL Microfilm #007645975, image 334 of 667. 
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b. Judith Williamson. 
c. Godfrey Williamson, b. 1768, d. 21 Mar 1836.® He is said 
to have married Elizabeth Adcock. 


Vi. 


Vil. 


viii. 


Elizabeth “Betsy” Williamson, b. 1787. She 
married William Rodden (son of Benjamin 
Rodden, Senior) on 6 Nov 1805 in Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina. 

1. See Chapter 4. 
Mary “Polly” Williamson, b. 1789, d. 1833. She 
married Benjamin Rodden, Junior on 30 Dec 
1807 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. 

1. See Chapter 4. 
William Williamson, b. 1793, d. About 1861 in 
Pope County, Arkansas. He married Violet L. 
McCoy on 14 Feb 1825 in Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina. 
John F. Williamson, b. 1800. He married Martha 
Lewis on 5 Dec 1823 in Mecklenburg County, 
North Carolina. 
Vincent Young Williamson, b. 1803. He married 
Mary P. McCoy on 1 May 1824 in Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina. 
Christian Kissander Williamson, b. 1804, d. 27 
May 1874. She married Edwin McCoy on 27 Dec 
1826. 
Godfrey Washington Williamson, b. 17 Jun 1805, 
d. 26 May 1880. He married Angeline Reed on 11 
Apr 1836. 
David A. Williamson, b. 25 May 1812, d. 13 Apr 
1860. He married Margaret Walker on 11 Jun 
1832. 
Martha Susan Williamson, b. 10 Dec 1814, d. 2 
Nov 1892. She married Laban Washington 
Norwood on 31 Jul 1834. 
Sarah “Sally” Williamson, b. 1816, d. About 1842. 
She married Hiram T. Capps on 23 Mr 1840. 


d. Peggy Williamson. 

e. Mary Williamson, b. 1774, d. about 1801. She married 
first Edmond Griggs on 5 Dec 1792. She married second 
Noah Woodruff on 15 Oct 1800. He remarried in 1802. 
The children by her first marriage were:®’ 


86 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Wills, Book G, page 236. 
8” North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions, Minutes, Volume 
3, Apr Term 1802 (no page numbers), FHL Microfilm # 008544800, image 380 of 602. 
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i. Hugh Griggs, b. 1793, d. 22 May 1875. He married 
Mary Jane Porter on 5 Nov 1814 in Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina. The had many children:® 


1. 


ee et OTE O N 


Porter Griggs. 

William Griggs. 

Martha Griggs. 

Mary Griggs. 

Jane Griggs. 

John Griggs. 

Thomas Griggs. 

Robert C. Griggs, b. 1833 in Georgia. 
Rebecca E. Griggs, b. 1830 in Georgia. 


10. Sarah Caroline Griggs, b. 1832 in Georgia. 
11. Joseph W. Griggs, b. 1835 in Georgia. 
12. Joshua E. Griggs, b. 1832 in Georgia. 

ii. William N. Griggs, b. 10 Jun 1795. Married first 
Mary Davenport and married second Miss 
Robinson. He had nineteen sons and five 
daughters.°° 

iii. Elizabeth Griggs, b. 1797. She married Samuel 
Clark.” 


iV. Thomas Williamson. 


88 Genealogy of the Griggs Family by Walter S. Griggs (1926), page 99, and 1850 Census for Campbell 


County, Georgia. 


3 Genealogy of the Griggs Family by Walter S. Griggs (1926), page 99. 
°° Genealogy of the Griggs Family by Walter S. Griggs (1926), page 98. 
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“The life of the dead 
is placed in the memory of the living.” 


- Marcus Tullio Cicero 
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Chapter 7: Conclusions 


Chapters 1, 2 and 6 sit upon solid foundations of fact. Where clear, direct facts were missing, 
Chapters 3, 4 and 5 at times utilize logical deduction to infer relationships that cannot be 
otherwise established from known extant public records. 


In Chapter 1, proper analysis of clear facts helped to prove that our immigrant ancestor, Homer 
Rodden of Essex County, Virginia, had only one son: John Rodden, Senior. His first wife was 
Susannah Williamson, and his second was Mary, the widow of William Williamson (Susannah’s 
brother). His children were all clearly identified in his will. 


Chapter 2 briefly pulled together what is known of the Revolutionary War service of brothers 
John Rodden, Junior, Benjamin Rodden, Senior and Benjamin’s stepfather, Matthew Pitman. 
And it hints at the hardship that the War had placed upon Benjamin’s widow and two young 
sons. It also documents the only direct evidence of Benjamin’s age, and the age of his oldest 
son, Upton. 


Chapter 3 is based upon solid facts, though there is less direct proof. Logical inference was the 
key to making the most sense of the family of John Rodden, Junior. It is reasonably safe to infer 
that his family had briefly migrated to Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, though they didn’t 
stay long and quickly scattered far and wide. 


Chapter 4 has attempted to look at the Roddens of early Mecklenburg County, North Carolina as 
a whole, to better understand how those who started families prior to the 1850 Census were 
related to one another, given that, in many instances, there is a lack of direct proof. At the start 
of this effort, aside from the 1850 Census, no direct proof had been documented for Upton 
Rodden’s children and direct proof was known for only one daughter of Lewis Rodden. Now, 
including the 1850 Census, there is direct proof of six of their children, which greatly simplified 
the task of inferring, mainly through direct physical proximity and sibling relationships, the 
identities of the majority of the children of Upton Rodden and his half-uncle Lewis Rodden. 


Chapter 5 did the same for Benjamin Rodden, Junior, Jackson Rodden and their sisters Tamsen 
and Judah. The key was being able to determine what had become of four of their brother 
William’s children. Doing so untangled some erroneous relationships that had served as red 
herrings for decades. Aside from children who died young, or those who left few, if any, heirs, 
the mysteries that remain are mostly of the daughters of Benjamin and Jackson, since they 
passed through areas during periods where marriage records are no longer extant today. 


In Chapter 5, one previously overlooked son of Jackson Rodden was identified: John Rodden 
of Graves and Marshall Counties, Kentucky. Direct and indirect proof helped to identify all of the 
children of Tamsen Rodden and Judah Rodden. And the facts of Judah’s family clearly show 
that it was her daughter Mary Ann Hanks who married William Rodden’s son William: he did not 
marry a daughter of Tamsen (Rodden) Baker - it was Benjamin Rodden’s son William who had 
married Rosa Adaline Baker. 
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In Chapter 6, there are clear facts to properly deduce how the Williamsons of direct interest to 
us (of the mid-to-late 16th and early 17th Centuries) interrelate with our Rodden ancestors. 
Understanding these relationships clears away the mystery of why the Williamsons so often 
popped up in various Rodden transactions in both Virginia Colony and North Carolina. 


Summary 


Whether the more speculative conclusions in Chapters 4 and 5 are 100% correct is doubtful. 
But the likelihood is very high that the vast majority are correct. Every effort was expended to 
leave no stone unturned, and to gather as many facts as possible, hoping to arrive at the 
clearest picture possible. The results fall a bit short of what had been hoped for, but they are 
the best achievable outcome, given the lack of available records in several jurisdictions. 


Many people would argue not to publish anything speculative, no matter how well researched 
and soundly reasoned. They would hold out hope for the diminishing likelihood of the discovery 
of the Holy Grail of genealogy: a long lost Bible record. Otherwise, wouldn't the publication of 
speculation only muddy the waters? Except that the waters are already muddied beyond belief 
in countless family trees which contain Rodden relationships that clearly defy logic, and for 
which not a scrap of primary-source evidence can be found. 


While this book may not have correctly solved all of the mysteries of our Rodden Clan, it does 
put the descendants of Homer and Elizabeth Rodden’s only son, John Rodden, Senior, on the 
most solid foundation of fact, logic and reason possible, given the limits of today’s knowledge. 
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Back Matter 


Appendix 1: Timelines 


These timelines were the primary means of collecting facts and forming theories about various 
aspects of this Rodden puzzle, prior to writing the narrative that pulls these facts together into a 
cohesive whole. Those timelines for the earliest records, when facts had been sparsest, contain 
significant detail. The detail of the timelines wanes as events approach the 1850 Census. 

Facts obtained after the timelines had been constructed and the narrative was begun are often 
cited directly in the narrative, rather than in these timelines. Thus, while the narrative relies 
heavily on facts cited in the timelines, the two together form the totality of facts that support the 
narrative. Whether the facts are found in the timelines or the narrative is mainly just a function 
of when the information was found during the process of researching and writing. 
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Chapter 1 Timeline 


Essex County, Virginia 


NOTE: No tax records of any Roddens were found in the adjoining counties of King and 
Queens, Middlesex and Richmond from 1782 to the mid-1790s. These records were searched 
in case Ambrose Rodden had migrated across an adjacent county line. 


1698-1716 


1698 Dec3 IMMIGRATION: Homer Rodan and James Douglas left Liverpool, England on 
the ship Globe to Virginia for a four year indenture to Mr. Neilson.?+9>93 

1705 Jul10 IMMIGRATION: Jonathan Fisher was granted 500 acres of land and he 
imported ten servants, including Sarah Radon and John Rodon.” 

1706 Jun 10 DEED: James Boughan, Junr, Homer Rodan, Junr and William Skipwird 
witnessed a deed from William Cheaney to Mary Billington. 

1706 Nov 13 COURT ORDERS: Homer Rodan brought a case against Francis Moore, who 
failed to show.°° 

1706 Nov 13 COURT ORDERS: Homer Rodon was issued a grant for 50 acres of land “due 
for his juxtaposition in this colony.”®’ 

1712 Mar 11 DEED: Homor Rodan witnessed a deed from Nehemiah Russell to John 
Dickinson. Other witnesses were John Crow and Evan Davies (the latter 
signed with his mark).°° 

1716 Nov 20 ESTATE: Elizabeth Rodon, Richd Cooper and John Dickenson posted a bond 
for the estate of Homer Rodon.” 

1716 Nov 20 ESTATE: Homer Rodin’s estate was appraised by Henry Purkins, Benj. 
Edmondson, John Crow and William Covington. The most valuable asset was 
his smithing tools.*°° 


No records were found from 1717 to 1741. 


%1 The Complete Book of Emigrants: Volume 2, 1661-1699 by Peter Wilson Coldham (1990), page 894. 

%2 Passengers to America by Michael Tepper (2008), page 185. 

3 List of Emigrants to America from Liverpool, 1697-1707 by Elizabeth French (1962), page 14, FHL 
Microfilm #009028691, image 472 of 594. 

% Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 3, page 171, FHL Microfilm #007856404, image 427 of 550. 
%® Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 12, pages 290-291, FHL Microfilm #007645183, 
image 318 of 396. 

% Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 3, page 298, FHL Microfilm #007856404, image 492 of 550. 
% Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 3, page 301, FHL Microfilm #007856404, image 493 of 550. 
%8 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 14, page 105, FHL Microfilm #007645182, image 
294 of 427. 

9 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 14, page 672, FHL Microfilm #007645181, image 
168 of 344. 

100 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 14, page 690, FHL Microfilm #007645181, image 
177 of 344. 
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1742-1769 


1742 Aug 7 WILL: John Rodding married Susanna Williamson in Essex County, Virginia, 
by this date, per their being named in the will of her father, John Williamson. 
Other heirs were: sons Thomas, John, Henry, William and Leonard; daughter 
Katherine, the wife of Edward Taylor.*™ 

1743 Jul19 COURT ORDERS: John Rodin filed suit against James Turner for trespass, 
assault and battery. He recovered one penny in damages. John was ordered to 
pay Mary Davis twenty five pounds of tobacco for testifying on his behalf.*% 

1748 Apr 19 DEED: John Roddin of South Farnham Parish, eldest and only son and heir of 
Homer Roddin, late of said Parish appointed Ninian Boog (now being in 
Virginia and soon bound for Great Britain) as his attorney to seek any funds due 
to him or his father’s estate. Witnessed by Eliza X Wilson, Ann X Williamson 
and James Turner. Signed John “+” Roddin.*© 

1748 May 21 WILL: James Byrom of South Farnham Parish, Essex County, Virginia. Wife 
Elizabeth, eldest son Henry Byrom. Sons James, John, Henry, Ezekiel and 
Orzwill Byrom. Daughters Mary, Phebe, Elizabeth Byrom and Elenor 
Wimpee, wife of John Wimpee.‘“ 

1748 Jun 22 VOTER LIST: John Rodin voted for Maj. Francis Smith.*™ 
Voter lists were found going back as far as 1741, but this was the first list where a 
Rodden was found. 

1749 REV WAR APP: In 1843, Keziah Pittman, widow of first Benjamin Rodden and 
second Matthew Pittman, testified that she was 94 years old, and thus born 
circa 1749.78 

1749 Sep 23 ACCOUNT: An entry was recorded in the ledger of merchant Ninian Boog for 
John Roden “To 27 libs tobacco paid James Webb for recording your power of 
attorney at 14/... 3 shillings, 9 */.) pence.” The Contra side of the ledger had the 
same balance on 21 May 1750.1” 

1750 Apr 15 DEED: Thomas Williamson of the County of Essex and Parish of South 
Farnham sold to John Rodin for 1000 pounds of tobacco a 35-acre parcel of 
land bordering on the lands of Thomas Edmondson and Thomas Williamson, 


101 Virginia, Essex County, Wills, Book 7, page 250, Will of John Williamson, FHL Microfilm #007645971, 
image 445 of 558. 

102 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 13, pages 223 and 224, FHL Microfilm #008151849, image 
164 of 589. 

103 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 24, page 235, FHL Microfilm 007644509, image 
244 of 638. 

104 Virginia, Essex County, Wills, Book 8, page 239, FHL Microfilm #007645972, image 142 of 519. 

105 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 24, page 275, Line 17, FHL Microfilm 007645205, 
image 152 of 638. 

106 Ancestry.com, U.S., Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Application Files, 1800-1900, 
Benjamin Rodden, R8272. 

107 College of William and Mary, Swem Library, Special Collections, Ninian Boog’s Ledger A, Mss. MsV 
Ame5, page 207, Microfilm Call Number F232 .K4 B6 2004. 
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and abutting a mill pond and a swamp. Witnessed by Thos Edmondson, James 
Askin Jr and William Clark. Signed Thomas “T” Williamson.*® 

1751 ACCOUNT: Ninian Boog’s Ledger C, page 207: John Rodin To: Bal. from 
Ledger A, By: Bal.1 

1755 Aug 4 COURT ORDERS: John Rodin brought a complaint against Leonard 
Williamson. The complaint was dismissed because neither man appeared at 
court. ™° 

1755 Dec4 VOTER LIST: John Rodden voted for candidates Colo. Francis Smith (line 36) 
and Colo. Wm. Dangerfield at an election of burgesses for Essex County. 

1758 Jul 11 VOTER LIST: John Roden voted for candidates Colo. Francis Smith (line 26) 
and Colo. Francis Waring (line 25) at an election of burgesses for Essex 
County.” 

1758 Jul17 CHURCH SUBSCRIPTION: John Rodyn, Leonard Williamson, John 
Williamson and others submitted a subscription to build a church on Thomas 
Miller’s land.*** 

1761 May6 VOTER LIST: John Rodden voted for candidates Francis Waring (line 35) and 
John Lee (line 67) at an election of burgesses for Essex County.’ 

1761 Oct 31 WILL: Thomas Williamson wrote his will naming sons John, Abraham, James, 
Vinson, Luke, Thomas, William and Richard; daughters Elizabeth Cawthorn, 
Jean Byrom, Rachel Accres, Ann Byrom, Mary Williamson and Alice 
Williamson; and wife Alice. Witnesses were James Atkins, John X Roder and 
Susanah X Roder.” 

1765 Jul 9 VOTER LIST: John Rodding voted for candidates John Lee (line 143) and 
Francis Waring (129) at an election of burgesses for Essex County.” ° 

1768 Nov 24 VOTER LIST: John Roddin voted for William Roane (line 18) and John 
Rhodding voted for Francis Waring.” 

1769 Aug 8 DEED: Leroy Hipkins of County of Essex and Parish of St. Annes sold to Isaac 
Williamson and John Rodden of the same county and Parish of South Farnham 


108 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 25, page 82, FHL Microfilm #004098122, image 
378 of 425. 

108 Virginia Genealogical Society Quarterly, The Magazine of Virginia Genealogy, Volume 29, Number 1, 
February 1991, page 56, original page 145. 

110 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 21, page 136, FHL Microfilm #008151852, image 291 of 
427. 

1 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 27, page 249, FHL Microfilm #004098122, image 
378 of 425. 

12 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 28, page 95, FHL Microfilm #004098123, image 65 
of 383. 

113 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 28, page 94, FHL Microfilm #004098123, image 64 
of 383. 

“4 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 29, pages 1 and 2, FHL Microfilm #004098123, 
image 202 of 383. 

"8 Virginia, Essex County, Wills, Book 12, page 196, FHL Microfilm #007645973, image 354 of 572. 

"6 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 30, page 238, FHL Microfilm #007823170, image 
141 of 534. 

"7 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 30, page 244, FHL Microfilm #007823170, image 
143 of 534. 
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for 51 pounds, ten shillings, that 103-acre tract of land that Benjamin Smith 
purchased of William Peachey, gentleman. The property bounded Isaac 
Williamson, Goodes, and Turner on the run formerly called Parry at a bridge 
formerly called Fishers. Witnessed by Robt Mann, Robert Brooking and Smith 
Young. Signed Leroy Hipkins.*”® 

1769 Sep 15 VOTER LIST: John Rodden voted for William Roane (line 17) and Mer Smith 
(line 16).**9 


1770-1779 


1771 Aug 19 DEED: First deed purchase by Ezekiel Byrum [husband of Elizabeth 
Rodden]. 

1771 Sep 16: DEED: Isaac Williamson and Frances, his wife and Jno. Roddin, Jr and, 
Pheby, his wife sold to William Davis for twelve pounds, ten shillings the 25 
acres that Isaac Williamson and John Rodden had purchased from Leroy 
Hipkins. Signed Isaac Williamson and John X Roddin.*”* 

1771 Nov 22 VOTER LIST: John Roddain (line 12) and John Roddain, Jr (line 14) voted for 
Meriwether Smith. John Roddain (line 26) and John Roddain, Jr (line 28) 
voted for John Edmondson.” 

1772 My 18 DEED: First deed where both Ezekiel Byrom and his wife Elizabeth [Rodden] 
are both named.*” 

1775 Feb 1 WILL: William Williamson recorded his will, naming his son Godfrey, daughters 
Kizzey, Judith, Peggy and Mary, wife Mary. John Byrom and wife Mary 
executors. Witnesses were William Edmondson, Thos Gordon and Robt 
Mann.” 

1775 Jun 13 PETITION: The Ten Thousand Name Petition was presented to the House of 
Burgesses. It sought to overturn a law disallowing worship at night outside the 
Anglican Church. John Rodin signed the petition (likely long before the petition 
was presented).1 


118 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 30, page 277, FHL Microfilm #007823170, image 
160 of 534. 

118 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 30, pages 319 & 320, FHL Microfilm #007823170, 
images 181 & 182 of 534. 

120 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 30, page 462, FHL Microfilm #007823170, image 
253 of 534. 

121 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 30, page 473, FHL Microfilm #007823170, image 
259 of 534. 

122 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 30, pages 496 and 497, FHL Microfilm 
#007823170, image 270 of 534. 

123 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 30, page 538, FHL Microfilm #007823170, image 
291 of 534. 

124 Virginia, Essex County, Wills, Book 12, page 607, FHL Microfilm #007645973, image 560 of 572. 

128 Virginia Genealogical Society Quarterly, The Magazine of Virginia Genealogy, Volume 37, Number 1, 
February 1999, page 61, original page 145. 
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1775 Oct16 DEED: John Roddin, Junr and Pheby his wife sold to John Mitchell for 17 
pounds a thirty acre tract of land.’”° 

1775-1783 REVOLUTIONARY WAR: The Roddens who were known to have served from 
Virginia include: 
Benjamin Rodden, Corporal from Essex County. 
John Rodden/Roddin, Private and Matross in 1st Artillery. 
James Rodding, Infantry.*’ 


1776 The House of Burgesses was eliminated, and few voter lists were afterward 


recorded in Essex County deed books. 
1777 Apr 21 VOTER LIST: John Rodden voted for John Edmondson (bottom of third 


column, page 398) and William Smith (line 2, page 399). John Roddin voted for 
Colo. George Brooks (1st column, mid-page, page 403).**8 
1777 Mar MARRIAGE: Benjamin Rodden married Keziah Williamson in Essex County, 


Virginia. t? 

1778 Jul COURT ORDERS: John Rodden was appointed guardian of Peggy and Mary 
Williamson, orphans of William Williamson.*®° 

1779 CENSUS: Ezekiel Byrom was listed in an article entitled A Short Census of 
1779.1% 


1779 Feb5 BIBLE RECORD: Birthdate of William Rodden, son of Benjamin Rodden and 
Keziah Williamson, from a bible record he provided in support of his mother’s 
Revolutionary War widow’s pension application while he was living in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina in 1857. 


1780-1799 


1780 CENSUS: Per 1850 Census, the year when Lewis Rodden was born. 

1780 Aug6 LAND WARRANT: John Rodden was issued warrant number 1507 for 200 acres 
of land for his service in the Virginia Continental Line.** 

1781 Mar 19 COURT ORDERS: “Keziah Rodden, the wife of Benjamin Rodden, a soldier in 
the Continental Army is allowed four barrels of corn and two hundred pounds of 
nett pork for herself and three children’s support for one year from the first of last 
month which is ordered to be certified.”**° 


126 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 31, page 257, FHL Microfilm #004098125, image 
154 of 585, and Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 29, page 290, FHL Microfilm #007856407, 
image 288 of 473. 

127 Historical Register of Virginians in the Revolution: Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, 1775-1783 by John H. 
Gwaltney (1938), page 673. 

128 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Volume 31, pages 398, 399, 403, FHL Microfilm 
#004098125, images 225 and 227 of 585. 

28 Ancestry.com, U.S., Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Application Files, 1800-1900, 
Benjamin Rodden, R8272. 

3° Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 29, page 369, FHL Microfilm #007856407, image 352 of 
473. 

31 National Genealogical Society Quarterly, Volume 46, Number 4, Dec 1958, page 172. 

32 https://web.sos.ky.gov/land/revwar.aspx ?type=v&warrant=1507.0, accessed 20 Nov 2022. 

33 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 29, page 500, FHL Microfilm #007856407, image 417 of 
473. 
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1782 Mar ROSTER: John Roddin was listed as a private in the Detachment of Artillery 
commanded by Captain Lieutenant Booker.*** 

1783 TAX LIST: John Rodden and Benjamin Rodden paid the poll tax and were 
taxed for 5 and 7 cattle respectively.**° 
Reuben Davis paid the poll tax.**® 

1784 TAX LIST: Benjamin Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for six cattle. 
John Rodden (invalid) was only taxed for four cattle.*%’ 
Reuben Davis paid the poll and was taxed for seven cattle.**® 

1784 Aug 12 DEED: Francis Webb sold to Benjamin Rodden for 18 pounds a parcel of 23 
¥s-acres on the main road abutting Ezekiel Biram, West, Ozwell Biram and 
John Biram.**° 

1784 Aug 26 COURT ORDERS: Clara Campbell was ordered to pay Rachel Davis one 
hundred pounds of tobacco, and to Reubin Davis 25 pounds of tobacco, for 
attending court to provide evidence against Thomas Jeffries.*“”° 

1785 TAX LIST: Benjamin Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for one cow.**+ 

1785 Jun 22 COURT ORDERS: Ambrose Rodden filed suit against Phillip Davis for slander. 
The case was dismissed.*“? 

1785 Jun 22 COURT ORDERS: Ambrose Rodden and James Edmondson filed suit against 
Catherine Cauthorn for assault, battery and slander.*** 

1786 TAX LIST: Benjamin Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for one horse and 
three cattle.“ 
Reuben Davis paid the poll and was taxed for three cattle.“ 


134 United States Revolutionary War Rolls, NARA Series M246, Roll 116, Continental Troops, Jacket 21. 
135 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1783, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 39 of 
= Vain. Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1783, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 38 of 
E oii Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1784, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 61 of 
= one Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1784, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 60 of 
nie Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 32, page 226, FHL Microfilm #007823170, image 
y Essex County, Order Books, Book 30, page 251, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 161 of 
D ania Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1785, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 92 of 
U aie Essex County, Order Books, Book 30, page 115, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 82 of 

I Vigia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 30, page 120, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 85 of 
ia Vinia Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1786, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 131 of 
te Vroni: Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1786, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 129 of 
1801. 
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1786 May 16 COURT ORDERS: Ambrose Rodden was awarded ten pounds in his slander 
suit against Catherine Cauthorn. On the following day, he was awarded 
eighteen pounds eight shillings for his assault and battery case.*“° 

1787 TAX LIST: Benjamin Rodden was taxed for four cattle and one black under age 
16. 

John Rodden appears to have only been taxed for three cattle. He was likely 
exempt due to invalidity. 

Ambrose Rodden was taxed for one horse.*“’ 

Ezekiel Byrom was taxed for one mare and five cattle.**° 

Reuben Davis was taxed for two cattle.*“° 

1788 TAX LIST: Benjamin Rodden paid only the poll tax, and 
Ambrose Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for one cow.*°° 
Rueben Davis paid the poll.*** 

Ezekiel Byrom was taxed for one mare.*°* 

1788 Jan 21 COURT ORDERS: Benjamin Rodden, John Williamson and Reuben Davis 
proved the will of Fantle Byrom. Benjamin Rodden was executor. The 
executor and Job Davis posted bond.**?"** 

1788 Apr 21 VOTER LIST: John Rodden, Benjamin Rodden, Reuben Davis and Ezekiel 
Byrom voted in the selection of delegates to represent Essex County.*°° 

1788 Apr 22 COURT ORDERS: Ambrose Rodden filed suit against the estate of Catherine 
Cauthorn to recover his previous judgments against her.**° 

1788 Jun 17 COURT ORDERS: Ambrose Rodden was ordered to pay Ezekil Byram 200 
pounds of tobacco for eight days as a witness in his case against Ritchie et al.°’ 


148 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 30, pages 206 & 207, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 
139 of 427. 

47 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1787, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 170 of 
1801. 

148 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1787, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 163 of 
1801. 

148 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1787, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 165 of 
1801. 

150 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1788, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 185 of 
1801. 

151 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1787, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 179 of 
1801. 

152 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1787, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 177 of 
1801. 

53 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 31, page 2, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 258 of 427. 
5 Virginia, Essex County, Wills, Book 14, page 91, FHL Microfilm #007645974, image 344 of 660, will of 
Fantle Byrom. 

5 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 33, pages 135-140, FHL Microfilm # 007644516, 
images 120 to 125 of 518. 

°° Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 31, page 9, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 261 of 427. 
5 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 31, page 68, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 291 of 
427. 
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1788 Aug 21 COURT ORDERS: Ambrose Rodden was granted a judgment against the 
estate of Catherine Cauthorn.*°® 

1788 Oct 27 WILL: John Rodden wrote his will, naming his wife Mary, sons Lewis, 
Ambrose, Benjamin, daughters Elizabeth Byrom, Rachel Davis and Rosey 
Rodden, and the heirs of son John Rodden.*°? 

1789 TAX LIST: Benjamin Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for one cow.1®° 
Reuben Davis paid the poll.*® 

1789 Feb 16 COURT ORDERS: The will of John Rodden was proven in court.*® 

1789 Feb 16 COURT ORDERS: Benjamin Roddin’s account of the estate of Fauntleroy 
Byrom was audited by four men appointed by the court.*® 

1789 Apr 21 DEED: Ezekiel Byrom and Elizabeth, his wife, sold property to William 
Purkins. Witnesses were Jas Banks, Ben Roddin, John Byrum, William 
Fisher and Godfrey “X” Wmson [Williamson].*“ 

1789 Apr 24 COURT ORDERS: The appraisement and inventory of John Rodden’s estate 
was recorded.*® 

1789 Dec 21 COURT ORDERS: On the motion of Luke Williamson, the court appointed two 
additional men to settle Benjamin Rodden’s executorship of the estate of 
Fauntleroy Byrom.*© 

1790 TAX LIST: Benjamin Rodden only paid the poll tax.*®’ 
Reuben Davis paid the poll tax.*® 

1790 Sep 20 COURT ORDERS: Benjamin Rodden settled the estate of Fauntleroy Byrom. 
Also the deed in the following entry was ordered to be recorded.*®° 


158 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 31, page 103, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 308 of 
cs Vigne Essex County, Wills, Book 14, page 141, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 369 of 660. 

160 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1789, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 198 of 
ani Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1787, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 193 of 
Ue Essex County, Order Books, Book 31, page 138, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 325 of 
an Essex County, Order Books, Book 31, page 140, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 327 of 
ee Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 33, page 196, FHL Microfilm #007644516, image 
Ee Essex County, Order Books, Book 31, page 156, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 335 of 
te Vaccine Essex County, Order Books, Book 31, page 230, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 371 of 
i Vigia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 212 of 
CP Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 207 of 
i Vironia: Essex County, Order Books, Book 31, page 327, FHL Microfilm #008249526, image 421 of 
427. 
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1790 Sep 20 DEED: Benjamin Rodden and Kiser his wife sold to William Purkins for 
seventeen pounds, ten shillings a 23-acre property that abutted Ezekiel Byrom, 
John Byrom and Wirt.*” 

1790 Dec 20 COURT ORDERS: The Court of King and Queen County requested the record of 
Ambrose Rodden’s slander case against Catherine Cauthorn.*” 

1791 TAX LISTS: Stephen Roddin paid the poll tax.*” 

1791 Apr19 COURT ORDERS: A deed from Ruben Davis and Rachel his wife to William 
Williamson was proven in court by Joseph Tucker, William Griggs and 
Reuben Williamson.*” 

1791 Jul 19 COURT ORDERS: A suit between Godfrey Davis and Reuben Davis was 
dismissed.” 

1791 Aug 16 COURT ORDERS: The Court of King and Queen County sent two men to 
retrieve a copy of the cases brought by Ambrose Rodden against Catherine 
Cauthorn.*” 

1792 Apr 17 COURT ORDERS: The Court found that the State of Virginia was indebted to 
Vincent Rodden for 125 pounds of tobacco for guarding the prison.*” 

1793 REV WAR APP: Benjamin Rodden died, per his wife’s pension statement. 

1793 May 23 COURT ORDERS: Mary Rodden, who was Mary Williamson, filed suit against 
the executors of the estate of Wm Young, decd.*” 

1794 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.*” 

1794 Aug 20 COURT ORDERS: Rachel Gordon was ordered to pay Caty Roddin alias 
Mahony $1.50 for attending court for three days as a witness for Charles Bray, 
administrator of the estate of Winter Bray, decd.*’” 

1795 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.*®° 

1796 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.*®* 

1797 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.*% 


170 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Deeds, Book 33, page 275, FHL Microfilm # 007644516, image 
290 of 518. 

171 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 32, page 2, FHL Microfilm #008249527, image 27 of 615. 
172 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 226 of 
1801. 

173 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 32, page 27, FHL Microfilm #008249527, image 40 of 615. 
174 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 32, page 77, FHL Microfilm #008249527, image 65 of 615. 
15 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 32, page 86, FHL Microfilm #008249527, image 69 of 615. 
176 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 32, page 182, FHL Microfilm #008249527, image 92 of 
615. 

17” Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 32, page 299, FHL Microfilm #008249527, image 177 of 
615. 

178 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 263 of 
1801. 

19 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 32, page 501, FHL Microfilm #008249527, image 279 of 
615. 

8° Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 277 of 
1801. 

81 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 289 of 
1801. 

82 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 302 of 
1801. 


The Roddens of Essex County, Virginia Colony and Mecklenburg 


County, North Carolina by Steve Malone Page 84 


1798 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.*®? 

1799 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.*®* 

1799 Dec 17 DEED: Lewis Rodden of “Macklingburg County in the State of Carolina” sold to 
Evan Davis of Essex County for $56 a 36-acre parcel of land abutting William 
Guest, Alse Williamson, Phillip Brooke and William Croxton, it being the land 
where John Rodden, decd formerly lived, who purchased the same from 
Thomas Williamson and who devised the same to Lewis Rodden by his last 
will and testament.*® 


After 1800 


1800 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax. 

1800 Jan 20 COURT ORDERS: “A deed indenter bearing date of 17 Dec 1799, from Luis 
Rodden to Evan Davis and the receipt for the same endorsed were proved by 
Jacob Davis, John Johnson Jr and Samuel Williamson the subscribing 
witnesses to each, whereupon the said deed and receipt were ordered to be 
recorded.” 


1801 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.*®? 
1802 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.*®° 
1803 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.*%° 
1804 TAX LIST: Stephen Rodden paid the poll tax.+° 


1812 War of SERVICE RECORD: Stephen Rodden served in 6th Regiment (Daingerfield’s) 
Virginia Militia. +9? 


183 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 312 of 
1801. 

184 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 323 of 
1801. 

185 Virginia, Essex County, Circuit Court, Wills and Deeds, Book 35, page 169, FHL Microfilm #00765206, 
image 99 of 560. 

186 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 334 of 
1801. 

187 Virginia, Essex County, Order Books, Book 35, page 248, FHL Microfilm #008249528, image 480 of 
637. 

188 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 347 of 
1801. 

3 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 359 of 
1801. 

% Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 372 of 
1801. 

%1 Virginia, Essex County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1790, FHL Microfilm # 007849105, image 384 of 
1801. 

% United States, War of 1812, Service Records, ROC-ROL, Stephen Rodden, (NARA Series M602, Roll 
178). 
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Chapter 3 Timelines 


Greensville County 


John Rodden, Junior’s widow (Phoebe Byrom) moved briefly to Greensville County, Virginia 
and was later joined by some of her brothers, before she moved to Halifax County, Virginia to be 
nearer her sons. 


1782 MISC: Phoebe Rodden had a gun impressed for use by the Continental Line, for 
which she was paid 4 pounds, 7 shillings and 6 pence. 

1782 TAX LIST: Phoebe Rodden paid tax on one horse and two cattle.’ 

1783 TAX LIST: Phobe Rodden paid tax on one tithable, one taxable, one horse and 
two cattle.*% 

1785 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden, under age, paid tax for one tithable, one horse and 


two cattle.1% 


Halifax County, Virginia 


Halifax County, Virginia is three counties west of Greensville County, Virginia. John Rodden, 
Junior’s wife and at least three sons show up in records here. 


1790 Nov 22 MARRIAGE: Abner Roddin married Agnes Brandon. 


1793 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden and James Rodden were both taxed for the poll and 
one horse each.” 

1794 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden paid the poll and the tax for two horses.*%° 

1795 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden paid the poll and the tax for three horses. Phoebe 
Rodden paid the poll and was taxed for two horses.*°? 

1796 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden paid the poll and the tax for two horses. James 


Rodden paid the poll and the tax for one horse. John Rodden paid the tax only 
for one horse.” 

1797 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden paid the poll and was taxed for one black tithable and 
two horses. James Rodden and Phebus Rodden paid the poll and tax for one 
horse each.” 


193 1782 Greensville County, Virginia : property valuation impressed during Revolutionary War by James 
L. Douthat (2008), page number not known. 

194 Virginia, Greensville County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1782, FHL Microfilm #008151958, image 14 
of 881. 

195 Virginia, Greensville County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1783, FHL Microfilm #008151958, image 24 
of 881. 

196 Virginia, Greensville County, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1785, FHL Microfilm #008151958, image 33 
of 881. 

197 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1793, FHL Microfilm #007849129, image 460 of 955. 

198 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1794, FHL Microfilm #007849129, image 550 of 955. 

19 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1795, FHL Microfilm #007849129, image 621 of 955. 

200 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1796, FHL Microfilm #007849129, image 692 of 955. 

201 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1797, FHL Microfilm #007849129, image 719 of 955. 
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1798 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden paid the poll and was taxed for one black tithable and 
three horses. James Rodden and Phebus Rodden paid the poll and tax for one 
horse each.? 


1799 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden paid the poll and the tax for two horses. James 
Rodden paid the poll and the tax for one black tithable and one horse.’ 

1800 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden paid the poll and was taxed for one black tithable and 
three horses. James Rodden paid the poll and tax for one horse.” 

1801 TAX LIST: Abner Rodden paid the poll and was taxed for one black between 12 
and 16 years old and three horses. James Rodden paid the poll and tax for two 
horses.” 

1802 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid the poll and was taxed for one black between 12 
and 16 years old and three horses.” 

1806 TAX LIST: James Roddin paid the poll tax and was taxed for two horses.”°” 

1809 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for three horses.” 

1810 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for four horses.” 

1811 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for four horses.**° 

1812 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for four horses.* 

1812 Oct 23 MARRIAGE: James Rodden married Nancy Hall. 

1813 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for four horses.” 

1814 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for four horses.?1* 

1815 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid the poll tax and was taxed for four horses.*"* 

1816 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid for two polls and was taxed for three horses.**° 

1817 TAX LIST: James Rodden paid for two polls and was taxed for three horses.**® 


No further research of tax records was performed, though there are likely many additional 

listings for James Rodden. 

1854 Jul10 WILL: The will of James Roddin identifies his wife Nancy, children Henry E., 
William S., James W., John H., Parthena W. Franklin, Rosa G. Shepard, and 
Margaret B. Rodden.”?’ 


202 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1798, FHL Microfilm #007849129, image 842 of 955. 
208 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1799, FHL Microfilm #007849129, image 935 of 955. 
204 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1800, FHL Microfilm #007919006, image 82 of 1071. 
208 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1800, FHL Microfilm #007919006, image 158 of 1071. 
206 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1800, FHL Microfilm #007919006, image 214 of 1071. 
207 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #007919006, image 704 of 1071. 
208 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #007919006, image 827 of 1071. 
208 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #007919006, image 876 of 1071. 
° Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #007919006, image 973 of 1071. 
1 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #007919006, image 1051 of 1071. 
? Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #008151959, image 38 of 872. 
3 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #008151959, image 156 of 872. 
4 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #008151959, image 228 of 872. 
5 Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #008151959, image 278 of 872. 
ê Virginia, Halifax County, Tax Lists, 1806, FHL Microfilm #008151959, image 422 of 872. 

7 Virginia, Halifax County, Wills, Book 24, page 617, FHL Microfilm #007676127, image 703 of 769. 
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York County, South Carolina 


1802 Aug 2 


1810 


1815 Jun 9 


DEED: Abner Rodden purchased from Nathan Horsely for $600 a 233-acre 
property on Mill Creek.” 

CENSUS: Abner Rodden. Household includes a male and female over age 45, 
three sons and one daughter aged 10-15 and one daughter aged 16-25. He was 
living near Richard, David and Valentine Horsley. 

DEED: Abner Rodden sold to John H. Rooker for $144 a 24-acre property on 
Crowder Creek. Joseph Horsly, John Rodden and Georgia Jasper were 
witnesses. Recorded 14 Sep 1820.?7° 


Jasper County, Georgia 


1820 


1821 Aug 20 


1822 Jan 8 


CENSUS: 

Abner Raddin was enumerated in a household with a male and female over 45 
years old and two males aged 16 to 25, plus three slaves. 

John Byrom, aged 26-45, female same age range, male under age 10 and five 
slaves. 

Thomas Fletcher, aged 18-26, spouse same age, one female under age 10. 
WILL: Abner Rodden’s will named his wife Agnes; sons-in-law Thomas 
Fletcher, Joseph Horsley and John Byrom; and sons James, John and David 
Rodden. It was proven on 29 Sep 1821. 

ESTATE: David Rodden, John Cafin and Jesse Parmer posted bond for David 
Rodden to be the guardian of James Rodden, orphan of Abner Rodden, 
dec’d.22+ 


218 South Carolina, York District, Conveyances, Book F, page 305, FHL Microfilm #007419856, image 470 


of 1011. 


218 South Carolina, York District, Conveyances, Book I, page 135, FHL Microfilm #007419855, image 378 


of 835q. 


220 Georgia, Jasper County, Wills, Book 5, page 220, FHL Microfilm #5756673, image 120 of 540. 
221 Georgia, Jasper County, Estate Folders, 1809-1907, Pope-Ragland, #1055, Rodden, David. 
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Chapter 4 Timelines 


Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 


In this timeline, deed research is limited to sources for John Rodden, Senior’s children, or 
sources that help explain the relationships of his grandchildren. 


Please note that the image quality of many early Mecklenburg County deeds is quite poor, so it 
is often not possible to discern what could be very useful information about neighbors, 
witnesses, landmarks, etc. 


1792-1809 

1792 Dec5 MARRIAGE: Mary Williamson married Edmond Griggs. Robert Cook posted 
bond. 

1795 Jan 25 MARRIAGE: Jacob Rodden married Jane Griffin. Upton Byrom posted bond. 

1797 TAX LIST: Capt. Bowman's Company:?” 


Jacob Rawdon paid the poll. 
Benjamin Rawdon paid the poll and was taxed for 200 acres. 
Capt. Hugh Parks Company: 
Reuben Davis, one poll. 
Godfrey Williams, 150 acres and one poll. 
1798 TAX LIST: Capt. Samuel Bowman's Company:*”* 
Jacob Rawdon, est, one poll and 200 acres. 
Godfrey Williams, 150 acres and one poll. 
Capt. Hugh Parks’ Company:*” 
Jacob Raudon, one poll. 

1798 Mar 20 WILL: Benjamin Rodden’s will names his wife, Keziah, and children: Upton, 
Billy, Tamsey, Jackson, Benjamin, Gabriel and Judy. Executors were his 
trusty friends Nathaniel Alexander and Reuben Davis [husband of Benjamin’s 
sister Rachel]. Witnesses were Nathaniel Alexander, Upton Rodden and 
Henry Byram [Benjamin's nephew].7“ 

1798 TAX LIST: Capt. Hugh Parks Company:*?’ 

Reuben Davis, one poll. 


222 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), page 11. 

223 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), pages 13 & 14. 

224 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), page 15. 

228 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), page 20. 

226 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Wills, Book F, page 68, FHL Microfilm #007645971, image 445 
of 558. 

227 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), page 20. 
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1799 TAX LIST: Capt’ Bowan’s [Town] Company:?”8 


Rawdon, Benjamin, est of N.A. [Nathaniel Alexander, one of his administrators], 
taxed for 178 acres. 
1799 Sep 4 DEED: Benjamin Rodden purchased 180 acres on Sugar Creek from John 


Tucker.” 

1800 CENSUS: Widow Rodden [Benjamin Rodden’s wife] was head of a household 
of 5 males under age 25 and 2 females under age 15. 

1800 CENSUS: Mary Rodan [John Rodden, Senior’s 2nd wife] was head of 


household of 1 male aged 16-25 [Lewis Rodden] and one female aged 10-15 
[Rosanna Rodden]. 

1800 Oct15 MARRIAGE: Mary [Williamson] Griggs [widow of Edmond Griggs] married 
Noah Woodruff. Godfrey Williamson posted bond. 

1801 Sep 6 MARRIAGE: Tamsen Rodden [Benjamin Rodden’s daughter] married 
Jonathan Baker. Jonathan Griffith posted bond. 

1802 Jan14 DEED: Ezekiel Byrom [husband of Elizabeth Rodden] purchased 55 acres from 
John Byram.*”° 

1802 Feb 13 DEED: Ezekiel Byrom purchased 5 % acres on Sugar Creek from William 
Lees.” 

1802 Apr COURT ORDER: Hugh Grigs, an orphan of Edmond Grigs, about nine years 
old, was bound out to Isaac Herron until age 21 to learn coopering. Betsy Grigs, 
an orphan of Edmond Grigs, about five years old, was bound out to Hugh Parks 
to be a spinster. William Grigs, an orphan of Edmond Grigs, seven years old on 
June 10th, was bound out to Isaac Herron to learn the trade of a cooper.?* 

1802 Jul 13 DEED: Ezekiel Byrom sold 4 acres on Sugar Creek to William Lees. Witnessed 
by James Spratt and Jno Coburn.”°? 

1802 Sep 7 MARRIAGE: Lewis Rodden [son of John Rodden, Senior] married Hannah 
Williams[on?]. William Rodden posted bond. 

1803 Nov 28 DEED: Ezekiel Byrom sold 55 acres to Mathew Brian.*4 

1805 Apr4 DEED: Nathan Alexander, executor of the last will and testament of Benjamin 
Rawdon sold to Godfrey Williams for $860 Ben’s 180 acre property. Witnesses 
were Robt. Jamison and Jonathan Baker.” 


228 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), page 23. 

22 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 16, 1786-1800, page 206, FHL Microfilm 
#007548131, image 306 of 795. 

230 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 18, 1767-1808, page 104, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 58 of 607. 

231 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 18, 1767-1808, page 101, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 56 of 607. 

282 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions, Minutes, Volume 
3, Apr Term 1802 (no page numbers), FHL Microfilm # 008544800, image 380 of 602. 

233 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 17, 1787-1826, page 815, FHL Microfilm 
#007548131, image 764 of 795. 

234 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 18, 1767-1808, page 211, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 111 of 607. 

235 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 18, 1767-1808, page 231, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 121 of 607. 
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1805 Sep 8 
1805 Sep 30 


1805 Nov 6 


1806 


1806 Jan 4 
1806 Jan 27 


1806 Jan 27 
1806 May 14 


1807 


1807 Dec 30 


1808 


MARRIAGE: Rosanna Rodden [daughter of John Rodden, Senior] married 
Thomas Blanchet. William Rodden posted bond. 

MARRIAGE: Kezia Rodden [Benjamin Rodden’s widow married Mathew 
Pitman. 

MARRIAGE: William Rodden [son of Benjamin Rodden] married Polly 
Williams[on]. Godfrey Williams[on] posted bond. Polly is listed in Godfrey’s 
1834/6 will. Godfrey's mother was the second wife of John Rodden, Senior. 
TAX LIST: Capt. Haynes Company:**° 

John Baker, one poll. 

Thos. Blanchard, one poll. 

Jacob Roddin, one poll. 

Lewis Rodden, 78 acres and one poll. 

DEED: Ezekiel Byrom sold 5 acres to Mathew Byrom Jr.*’ 

COURT MINUTES: Mathew Pittman takes Benjamin Rodden, aged 16 1⁄2 as 
apprentice to the turner’s trade.?°8 

COURT MINUTES: Mathew Pittman takes Jackson Rodden, aged 19 
Christmas 1805, as apprentice to the turner’s trade.” 

MARRIAGE: Upton Rodden [son of Benjamin Rodden] married Rachel 
Pitman. Bond was posted by Jonathan Baker, his brother-in-law. 

TAX LIST: Capt. Jo. Haynes Co.:*“° 

Jonathan Baker, one poll. 

William Rodden, one poll. 

Upton Rodden, 78 acres and one poll. 

Lewis Rodden, one poll. 

Capt. Hood’s? Co.: 

Matthew [Pitman], one poll. 

MARRIAGE: Benjamin Rodden [son of Benjamin Rodden] married Betsy 
Williams[on]. William Rodden posted bond. 

TAX LIST: Capt. Joseph Haynes Co. :** 

Jonathan Baker, 80 acres and one poll. 

Thomas Bla{n]chard, one poll. 

William Rodden, one poll. 

Upton Rodden, 78 acres and one poll. 

Jacob Rodden, one poll. 

Lewis Rodden, one poll. 


236 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), pages 33 & 34. 

237 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 18, 1767-1808, page 206, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 109 of 607. 

238 The Arts and Crafts in North Carolina by James Hicklin Craig (1965), page 167, no 922. 

288 The Arts and Crafts in North Carolina by James Hicklin Craig (1965), page 166, no 921. 

240 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), pages 46 & 47. 

241 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), page 53. 
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1809 Jun 19 MARRIAGE: Catherine Rodden married Charles B. Moore. Jacob Rodden 
posted bond. 


1810-1819 

1810 CENSUS: Lewis Rodden’s household included his wife, plus 3 sons and a 
daughter under age 10. 

1810 CENSUS: Thomas Blanchet [Rosanna Rodden’s husband]. Their household 
included a son and daughter under age 10. 

1810 CENSUS: Upton, Jackson, William and Benjamin Rodden, all sons of 
Benjamin and Keziah [Williamson] Rodden, were enumerated. 

1810 CENSUS: Other Rodden households included two Jno Roddens/Rowdens and 
Jacob Rodden. At least two of these men were likely sons of John Rodden, 
Junior. 
Jacob Rodden moved to Stewart County, Tennessee, where he died in Aug 
1815. 

1810 TAX LIST: Captain Thomas Spratts Company:*” 


Jonathan Baker, 200 acres and one poll. 
Thomas Blanchard, one poll. 
Jacob Rodden, one poll. 
Lewis Rodden, 78 acres and one poll. 
Jackson Rodden, one poll. 
William Rodden, one poll. 
1810 Feb 17 MARRIAGE: Jackson Rodden married Polly Corum. Benjamin Rodden 
posted bond. 
1811 TAX LIST: Capt. Samuel McCombs [Town] Company: 


Benjamin Rodden, one poll. 
Capt. Thos. Spratts Co.: 
Jonathan Baker, 200 acres and one poll. 
Thomas Blanchard, 20 acres and one poll. 
Upton Rodden, one poll. 
William Rodden, one poll. 
Jackson Rodden, one poll. 
Lewis Rodden, 50 acres and one poll. 
1812 War of ROSTER: Members of the Seventh Regiment, Detached from the 7th and 11th 
Brigades, Seventh Company Detached from the First Mecklenburg Regiment: 


242 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), page 65. 

243 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), page 83. 

244 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), pages 83 & 84. 


The Roddens of Essex County, Virginia Colony and Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina by Steve Malone Page 92 


Upton Roden, Private.”*° 
Upton Rodden also served in V Regiment (Pearson’s) North Carolina militia.2° 

1815 TAX LIST: Capt. T. Boyds Co.: 
Jonathan Baker, 200 acres valued at $500 and one poll. 
Gabriel Rodden, one poll. 
William Rodden, 78 acres valued at $200 and one poll. 
Benjamin Rodden, one poll. 
Jackson Rodden, 110 acres valued at $125 and one poll. 
Upton Rodden, 22 acres valued at $50 and one poll. 

1816 ESTATE: Upton Rodden and Jonathan Williams posted bond for the inventory 
of Matthew Pittman’s estate.” 

1816 Aug 9 DEED: Thomas G. Polk sold to John Rodden for $125 100 acres abutting 
William Howard and William Houston.” 

1816 Sep 12 DEED: 340 acres on Paw Creek, which had belonged to William Corum, decd, 
was ordered to be split equally among: 1) Jesse Corum, 120 acres, 2) William 
Owens and wife Sarah, 70 acres, and 3) Jackson Rodden and wife Mary, 140 
acres.*°° 

1816 Sep 28 DEED: Jacob Long sold to Mark Redden for $131 a parcel on 12 Mile Creek 
abutting John W. Nealy and John Redden. Witnesses were ? McCorkle and 
John Redden.*** 

1817 Jun 7 DEED: Robert McKindley sold to Jackson Rodden for $514 a 100 acre tract on 
Paw Creek. Witnesses were Jon" Baker and Wm. H. Wilson.’ 

1819 DEED: Jackson Rodden sold to John Fite 140 acres on Paw Creek and the 
Catawba River.” 


1820-1839 


1820 CENSUS: The households of: 
Benjamin Rodden, 26-44 
William Rodden, 26-44 


245 Muster Rolls of the Soldiers of the War of 1812, Detached from the Militia of North Carolina in 1812 
and 1814 by North Carolina Adjutant General’s Office (1851), page 47. 

246 United States, War of 1812, Service Records, ROC-ROL, Upton Rodden, (NARA Series M602, Roll 
178). 

247 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), pages 93 & 94. 

248 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Estate Folders, Matthew Pittman (1816), FHL Microfilm 
#007067363. 

49 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 19, 1767-1823, page 66, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 234 of 607. 

250 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 20, 1793-1833, page 255, FHL Microfilm 
#007548133, image 134 of 535. 

251 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 19, 1767-1823, page 67, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 234 of 607. 

252 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 19, 1767-1823, page 163, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 282 of 607. 

253 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 19, 1767-1823, page 58, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 230 of 607. 
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Gabriel Rodden, 26-44 
Jackson Rodden, 26-44 
Upton Rodden, 26-44 
Lewis Rodden, 26-44 
Jonathan Baker, 26-44 
1820 Feb 29 DEED: Thomas Blanchard [husband of Rosanna Rodden] purchased 125 
acres from Moses Green. Recorded 5 Jun 1820.74 
1820 Jun7 DEED: Lewis Rodden purchased 125 acres from Moses Green.”° 
1823 TAX LIST: Capt. Blackwoods Company: 
Thomas Blancherd, 115 acres valued at $230 and one poll. 
Jonathan Baker, 170 acres valued at $425 and one poll. 
Benjamin Rodden, 54 acres valued at $135 and one poll. 
William Rodden, 76 acres valued at $200 and one poll. 
Gabriel Rodden, 100 acres valued at $300 and one poll. 
Lewis Rodden, 125 acres valued at $250 and one poll. 
Upton Rodden, 68 acres valued at $136 and one poll. 
1824 TAX LIST: Capt. Blackwoods Company: 
Jonathan Baker, 170 acres valued at $425 and one poll. 
Benjamin Rawdon, 54 acres valued at $108 and one poll. 
William Rawdon, 96 % acres valued at $192 and one poll. 
Gabriel Rawdon, 100 acres valued at $300 and one poll. 
Upton Rawdon, 69 acres valued at $138 and one poll. 
Lewis Rawdon, 125 acres valued at $312 and one poll. 
Thomas Rawdon, one poll. 
Company of Capt. Hartgrove. 
Abraham Hanks, one poll [the only Hanks found in early tax records]. 
1825 Feb 18 DEED: Luis Roden sold 125 acres to Robert Sloan. Witnesses were James 
Porter and A. Clark.?°° 
1825 Oct12 MARRIAGE: Judy Rodden married Abraham Hanks. John Brown posted 
bond. 
1826 Feb 27 DEED: Jackson Rodden’s 100 acre property was sold by Sheriff John Sloan to 
pay for judgment of $46.65 against him.” 


254 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 19, 1767-1823, page 196, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 299 of 607. 

265 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 19, 1767-1823, page 206, FHL Microfilm 
#007548132, image 304 of 607. 

286 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), pages 112 & 113. 

287 Mecklenburg County, North Carolina: A petition, 1792; Tax lists, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1806, 1807, 1808, 
1810, 1811, 1815, 1823 & 1824 by Herman W.& Ralph B. Ferguson (1999), pages 132 & 133. 

258 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 21 1800-1849, page 183, FHL Microfilm 
#007548133, image 281 of 535. 

259 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 21 1800-1849, page 343, FHL Microfilm 
#007548133, image 362 of 535. 
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1827 Feb 6 


1827 Mar 7 


1829 Jun 27 


1830 


1836 Feb 27 


1838 Aug 28 


After 1839 
1840 


1842 Oct 20 


1843 May 12 


DEED: Wm. H. Lamond and Wm. Reid sold to John Rawdon for $190.03 a 53 
acre parcel abutting McKinley and Widow Haynes. Witnesses were Wm. M. 
Linley and John W. King.?°° 

DEED: Lewis Rawden sold to Robert Sadler for $74.18 a cow and calf, two 
beds and bedsteads, a walnut table, a pine trunk, and other items. Witnessed by 
E. W. Clark.?°* 

DEED: Robert J. A. Lowrie and David K. Dunlap from John Rawdon. The 
deed documents that they had made all contractual payments.*° 

CENSUS: The households of: 

Jackson Rodden, 40-49 

Jonathan Baker, 40-49 

Benjamin Rodden, 40-49 

Lewis Rodden, 40-49 

Upton Rodden, 50-59 

Gabrial Rodden, 30-39 (household includes a female, 80-89) 

Abraham Hanks, 20-29 

Benjamin Rodden, 20-29 

Robert Rodden, 30-39 (this was Robert Redden/Redding who later moved to 
Kentucky) 

WILL: Godfrey Williamson wrote his will naming his heirs: Washington, 
Vincent Young, William, David, heirs of John, heirs of Susan, Kissa McCoy, 
Sally, Polly Rodden, and Betsy Rodden.” 

DEED: Lewis Rowden purchased 100 acres from Thomas B. Hoover.” 


CENSUS: The households of: 

Upton Rodden, aged 60-70 

Gabriel Rodden, aged 40-50 

Andrew Rodden, aged 20-30 

Lewis Rodden, aged 60-70 

Thomas Rodden, aged 30-40 

MARRIAGE: Gabriel Rodden married Caroline Cook. Robert W. Reid posted 
bond. 

DEATH: Upton Rodden died. 


60 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 21 1800-1849, page 353, FHL Microfilm 
#007548133, image 367 of 535. 

261 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 21 1800-1849, page 386, FHL Microfilm 
#007548133, image 384 of 535. 

262 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 21 1800-1849, page 521, FHL Microfilm 
#007548133, image 452 of 535. 

263 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Wills, Book G, page 436, FHL Microfilm #007639802, image 126 


of 494. 


264 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 25, 1800-1849, page 25, FHL Microfilm 
#007548136, image 17 of 362. 
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1846 Jan 22 DEED: Lewis Rawdon sold John Rawdon for $166.66 % cents a 33 % acre 
property abutting Sadler and Rawdon. Witnessed by A. F. Sadler and James L. 
Rodden.” 

1847 Mar 12 DEED: Margaret Cook sold land to “Rachel Rodden and her sons Matthew and 
Jackson Rodden.””© 

1847 May 26 MARRIAGE: Matthew Rodden married Hannah Warwick. 

1847 Jun 10 MARRIAGE: James J. Rodden married Jane Rodden. 

1850 Feb 20 MARRIAGE: Lewis Rawden married Hannah Robinson. Bondsmen were 
Thomas Love and John Rawdon. 

1853 Apr 30 PENSION APPLICATION: Rachel, the widow of Upton Rodden, applied for 
bounty land based upon her husband’s service in the War of 1812. Lewis 
Rodden testified that he was the half-uncle of Upton Rodden.”°’ 

1854 Mar 10 LAND WARRANT: Rachel Rodden assigned her husband’s land warrant #40671 
for 80 acres of land to William Gearhard, who used it to patent 80 acres of land 
in Clarke County, lowa.?® 

1857 Jan 15 PENSION APPLICATION: Gabriel Rodden, aged 61 years, gave an affidavit that 
he and Judy Hanks were the only surviving children of Benjamin Rodden and 
Kesiah Williamson, who had married around the year 1776 in Essex County, 
Virginia. And that after the death of his father, his mother married Matthew 
Pittman. He stated that Lewis Rodden had no interest in Keziah’s application. 

1860 Aug 1 LAND WARRANT: Rachel Rodden assigned her husband’s land warrant #44455 
for 80 acres of land to Arch Mosher, who used it to patent 80 acres of land in 
Franklin County, Kansas.7°° 


Stewart County, Tennessee 


1812 War of SERVICE RECORD: Jacob Rodden served in the 26th Regiment Tennessee 
Militia.2”° 

1815 Feb 14 PENSION LIST: #1542, Jacob Rodden, private began receiving a pension of $4 
per month.” 

1815 Aug ESTATE: The inventory of the estate of Jacob Rodden was returned.*” 


265 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 46, page 554, FHL Microfilm #007550336, image 
559 of 929. 

66 North Carolina, Mecklenburg County, Deeds, Book 6, 1869-1870, page 204, FHL microfilm 
#007550316, image 107 of 519. 

267 Fold3.com, War of 1812, Pensions, Upton Rodden, https://www.fold3.com/image/668126168 

268 Government Land Office, Patents, Accession #MW-0762-385. 

26° Government Land Office, Patents, Accession #MW-0421-267. 

270 United States, War of 1812, Service Records, ROC-ROL, Jacob Rodden, (NARA Series M602, Roll 
178). 

271 Revolutionary Pensioners of 1818 by United States Secretary of War (1818), page 344. 

272 Tennessee, Stewart County, Settlements, Book C, page 92. 
https://www.tngenweb.org/stewart/will/WillBook3.htm 
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Chapter 5 Timelines 


Jackson County, Alabama 


1847 Nov 
1848 
1850 Oct 28 


1850 Dec 


1853 
1853 Jan 18 


1853 Jan 18 
1853 Apr 14 
1853 Jun 17 
1853 Aug 23 


1855 Jan 
1855 Jun 18 


1856 

1856 Jan 2 
1856 Jun 14 
1856 Jun 14 


1860 Census 


MUD CREEK CHURCH:2” Death of Abner Rodden. 

MUD CREEK CHURCH: Death of Mary Rodden. 

DEATH: Keziah (Williamson) Rodden Pittman died in Jackson County, per her 
son William Rodden’s 1853 affidavit. 

CENSUS: 

District 19: 

Dwelling 574: 

Benj Rodden, b. 1789 

Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1795 

Susan Rodden, b. 1827 

Washington Rodden, b. 1824 

Sophronia Rodden, b. 1835 

Elizabeth Rodden, b. 1837 

John Rodden, b. 1837 

Henry Rodden, b. 1841 

Malinda Rodden, b. Jun 1850 

Dwelling 583: 

John Rodden, b. 1840 

MUD CREEK CHURCH: Death of William Rodden. 

William Rodden, aged 73 years, provided an affidavit stating that he was the 
son of Keziah Pitman. He provided his own family bible record as proof of his 
own age, which names all of his children, which states that he was born on 5 Feb 
1779. 

William Rodden granted power of attorney to Taze W. Newsome to work toward 
getting his deceased mother’s widows pension approved. 

Mary Rodden married L. B. Womack. In the 1860 Census, Levi B. Womak’s 
wife was Delilah (Temple), b. 1814 in Tennessee, whom he married in 1856. 
William Rodden owed $10 to Judge John G. Dixon.?” 

Minerva Rodden married Francis Bradshaw. 

William Rodden’s account to C. L. Roach was past due on Jan 1855.7 
Hannah Rodden married Lebanon Wilbanks. Said to have been Hannah 
Smith, the widow of James Rodden, b. circa 1818 [found in 1840 Census for 
Marion County, Tennessee]. In the 1860 Census, she was b. 1821 with children 
Jane Rodden and Andy Rodden. 

MUD CREEK CHURCH: Nancy Rodden was dismissed by letter. 

Nancy Rodden married John M. Ward. 

Melissa Rodden married John Whaland. John Whalen and Rebecca Whalen 
appear to be siblings. 

John Rodden married Rebecca Whalan. Melissa Rodden and John Rodden 
appear to be siblings. 

Township 3, Range 6 East (Mud Creek, NW of Hollywood): 


Dwelling 97: 


273 Entries related to Mud Creek Primitive Baptist Church are fully cited in Chapter 5: William Rodden. 
274 North Alabama Valley Leaves (Huntsville, Alabama), Volume 13, No. 2, Dec 1978, Probate Records, 
1856, sixth installment, page 60. 

275 Alabama, Jackson County, Wills, Book K, page 200, FHL microfilm #007736921, image 98 of 661. 
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Dicey Rodden, b. 1815. 
Martha Rodden, b. 1836. 
Benjamin Rodden, b. 1843 


Dwelling 101: 
Mary Rodden, b. 1849 


Manerva Rodden, b. 1853 


Dwelling 126: 
Arminta Rodden, b. 1846. 


Township 4, Range 5 East (west of Scottsboro): 


Dwelling 402: 
Mary Rodden, b. 1845. 


Township 4, Range 6 East (east of Scottsboro, SW of Hollywood): 


Dwelling 265: 
Minerva Rodden, b. 1849. 


Dwelling 250: 
John Rodden, b. 1851. 


Division 1: 
Dwelling 454: 
Jane Rodden, b. 1847. 


Andy Rodden, b. 1846. 
1860 James M. Rodden married Mary A. Stephens. 
1869 Feb 21 James Rodden married Rebecca Rodden. 


Jackson County, Arkansas 
1852 BIOGRAPHY: Jackson Rodden died in Arkansas.?”° 


Marion County, Tennessee 


1836 TAX LISTS: 
Abner Rodden 
Joseph Rodden 
Thomas Rodden 
1839 Jul15 LAND ENTRY: Jackson Rodden entered 200 acres on Walden Ridge abutting 
lands of J C Haley, A Hale and Andrew M Comly.?” 
1840 CENSUS: 
Benja Rodden, 50-59 
John Rodden, 20-29 
Joseph Rodden, 20-29 
Jackson Rodden, 50-59 
James Rodden, 20-29 
Abram Hanks, 30-39 


276 A Volume of Memoirs and Genealogy of Representative Citizens of Northern California by Standard 
Genealogical Publishing Company (1901), page 689. 

277 Tennessee, Marion County, Land Entries, 1823-1895, page 326, FHL Microfilm #008264070, image 
216 of 324. 
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1843 Jan2 PENSION APPLICATION: Jackson Rodden, near sixty years old, provided an 
affidavit confirming marriage claims of Keziah Pittman, formerly Rodden, and 
the deaths of Benjamin Rodden and Matthew Pittman. 

1844 Apr9 PENSION APPLICATION: Benjamin Rodden, aged 54 or 55 years, provided an 
affidavit stating that he was the son of Benjamin Rodden and that Keziah 
Pittman was his mother. He stated that the family record had been destroyed, 
but he stated that his father had told him that the marriage was by the publishing 
of bans. 
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Appendix 2: Rodden Marriages to 1850 


Marriage records in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina spell Rodden with several phonetic 
variations. All are standardized to Rodden in the following list, except those that may be 
Redding or a similar variation, or when two Roddens married. The exception is the spelling 
“Rawdon,” which has been preserved. Thus, one or two of the following may not be Rodden 


marriages. 


32. 


1795 Jan 25 
1801 Dec 16 
1802 Sep 7 
1805 Sep 8 
1805 Sep 30 
Williamson. 
1805 Nov 6 
1806 May 14 
1807 Dec 30 
1809 Jun 19 


. 1810 Feb 10 
. 1816 Jun 19 
. 1818 Jun 11 
. 1819 Dec 11 
. 1825 Aug 16 
. 1825 Oct 25 
. 1827 Oct 3 

. 1829 Sep 22 
. 1830 May 15 
. 1833 Dec 17 
. 1834 Apr 8 

. 1835 Jan 26 
. 1836 Mar 8 

. 1836 May 24 
. 1839 Sep 26 
. 1841 Jun 2 

. 1842 Apr 13 
. 1842 Mar 1 

. 1842 Oct 18 
. 1846 Apr 11 
. 1846 Nov 22 
. 1847 Jan 28 


Robinson. 
1847 Mar 18 


Jacob Rodden to Jane Griffin. Bond: Upton Byrom. 

Tamson Rodden to Jonathan Baker. Bond: Jonathan Griffith. 

Lewis Rodden to Hannah Williamson. Bond: William Rodden. 
Rosanna Rodden to Thomas Blanchet. Bond: William Rodden. 
[Mrs.] Kezia [Williamson] Rodden to Matthew Pitman. Bond: Godfrey 


William Rodden to Polly Williamson. Bond: Godfrey Williamson. 
Upton Rodden to Rachel Pittman. Bond: Jonathan Baker. 
Benjamin Rodden to Betsy Williamson. Bond: William Rodden. 
Catherine Rodden to Charles B. Moore. Bond: Jacob Rodden. 
Jackson Rodden to Polly Corum. Bond: Benjamin Rodden. 
Robert Reding?” to Sarah Howard. Bond: Joel Long. 

Judy Rodden to Irvin Baget. Bond: Jethro Wilson. 

Barbara Redding to Uriah Gordon. Bond: Levi Gordon. 

Elizabeth Rodden to Samuel Berryhill. Bond: Robert M. Kerr. 
Judy Rodden to Abraham Hanks. Bond: James Brown. 

John Rawdon to Dicey Rodden. Bond: Benjamin Rodden. 
Benjamin Rodden to Elizabeth Baker. Bond: A. A. Berryhill. 

Polly Rawdon to John Hartgrove. Bond: Ezekiel Fitts. 

Matilda Rodden to Andrew A. Berryhill. Bond: Adam H. Todd. 
Thomas Rodden to Celina Beaty. Bond: Allen H. Brown. 

Andrew Rodden to Harriet Judith Rawdon. Bond: William Boyles. 
Elizabeth Rawdon to Thomas Love. Bond: Andrew B. Dunn. 
Margaret C. Rodden to George Suggs. Bond: Darias Folsom. 
Minton H. Rawdon to David W. A. Berryhill. Bond: John Reid. 
Andrew Rodden to Miss Cynthia Beaty. Bond: William Boyles. 
Adalin Rodden to Mathew A. Robberson. Bond: William A. Brown. 
John [Jackson?] Rawdon to Milly Beaty. Bond: William Boyles. 
Gabriel Rodden to Caroline Cook. Bond: Robert W. Reid. 
Evaline Rodden to William Liles. Bond: R. J. Reid. 

Margaret Reden to Thomas Barker. Bond: Rendle Roden. 
James Rodden to [Mrs] Margaret E. [Rea] Berryhill. Bond: Mathew A. 


William Rodden to Hannah R. Rodden. Bond: Mathew A. Robison. 


278 There is Robert Roddin in the 1820 Census for Mecklenburg County, but it appears the actual surname 
was Redden. 
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33. 1847 May 26 Matthew Rodden to Hannah Warwick. Bond: William A. Brown. 

34.1847 Jun 10 James J. Rodden to Jane Rodden. Bond: Pinkney Berryhill. 

35. 1850 Feb 20 Lewis Rawdon to Hannah Robinson. Bond: Thomas Love and James 
Rawdon. 


The Roddens of Essex County, Virginia Colony and Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina by Steve Malone Page 101 


Appendix 3: Migrating Males 


FATHER SON 


YOB 


BENJAMIN RODDEN JR 


Benjamin 
Rodden III 


Abner E Rodden 


William Rodden 


Upton Alexander 


Rodden 
Direct Washington 
Proof Rodden 


JACKSON RODDEN 


Joseph Carmon 


Rodden 


John Rodden 


Direct Gabriel Lindsay 
Proof Rodden 
Direct Zenith Jackson 
Proof Rodden 


UPTON RODDEN 
John Rodden 
WILLIAM RODDEN 


Direct William A. Lee 
Proof Rodden 
Direct James L. H. 
Proof Rodden 
Direct John Young 
Proof Rodden 
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b 


. 1808 


by 1812 


b 


b 


b 


. 1813 


. 1821 


. 1824 


circa 
1815 


b 


b. 


. 1820 


. 1824 


. 1832 


1806 


. 1818 


. 1820 


. 1831 


MARRIAGE 


Judith Baker 


Rosa A. 
Baker 
Benton TN 


Cassandra 
Clark 
Benton TN 


7 


Eliza Allen 
Marion TN 


Dicey Rodden 


Mary Ann 
Hanks 


Hannah 
Smith? 


Pre-1840 


1836 Carroll 
TN 

1837 

1838 Benton 
TN 


1833 

Rhea TN 
1836 Marion 
TN 


1836 

1837 

1838 Benton 
TN 


1836 Marion 
TN 


1840 
Census 1840-1850 
? 
Not Weakley 
TN 
1847 
? Jackson AL 
1848 
1849 
Carroll TN Carroll TN 
1848 
1849 
N/A Carroll TN 
N/A 
Marion TN 
Marion TN 
Missing 
? 
Marion TN 
N/A 
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1850 
Census 


Benton TN 


DEAD 


Carroll TN 


Union, IL 


Jackson AL 


Missing 
Graves KY 
California 


Jackson AR 


Missing 


Jackson IL 
Missing 


Missing 
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Appendix 4: Steele Creek Presbyterian Church Cemetery 


NAMES 


Lewis Rodden 


Hannah Rodden 


Ellen Jane Rodden 
m. James J. Rodden 


J J Rodden 
m. Jane Rodden 


Thomas Rodden 


Isabella Rodden 
N B Rodden 

M R Rodden 

William G Rodden 

m. Hannah Rodden 
Matthew 
Alexander 
Rodden 


Lizzie Rodden 
(wife of above) 


Unknown Rodden 


James B | 
Rodden 


W B Rodden 


DOB 


1783 


10 Jan 
1824 


1844 


17 Aug 
1823 


~1848 


~1870 


1849 


1855 


DOD 


31 Oct 
1843 


28 Aug 
1890 


24 Aug 
1910 


17 Jun 
1845 


31 Jul 
1855 


11 Sep 
1916 


9 Oct 
1919 


1 Jul 
1850 


9 Sep 
1855 


Stone Notes 


[on stone of wife] 


“Wife of Lewis Rodden” 


“Wife of JJ Rodden” 


[on stone of dau] 


“Dau of Thomas & 
Salina Rodden” 


[Civil War marker] 


[On D.C. of Matthew] 


[Death Certificate Only] 


[Death Certificate Only] 


FAG # 


51857021 


60004379 


60004321 


95781129 
51856738 


51857395 


66361898 


66361927 


95781174 


95781701 


The above table represents all the Roddens interred at Steele Creek Presbyterian Church, 
where Lewis Rodden’s first wife was buried. Paul G. Rodden posited that it was mainly Lewis 


Rodden’s descendants who are interred here. True or False? 


False. There is direct proof that M.[atthew] R. Rodden was Upton’s son, and he did not marry a 


daughter of Lewis Rodden. 
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About the Author 


For the record, my Rodden connection begins with my 2nd great grandmother, Sarah Adaline 
(Hanks) Davis of Jackson County, Illinois, the daughter of Abram and Judah (Rodden) Hanks. 
Judah was the daughter of Benjamin Rodden, who served in the Virginia Continental Line for 
the duration of the Revolutionary War. 
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